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Lesson 1
The Roots of Division

 The year was 586 B.C. and Jerusalem lay in ruins, her walls torn down and 
the temple of God destroyed. Her inhabitants lay dead in the streets and sur-
rounding fields, or had been marched off to Babylon. Her last king had tried 
to escape from the Babylonians, but had been captured, blinded and taken 
away captive leaving the city without a leader. God’s prophet Jeremiah was 
witness to the devastation and wrote, “Judah has gone into exile under af-
fliction And under harsh servitude; She dwells among the nations, But she has 
found no rest; All her pursuers have overtaken her In the midst of distress.” (Lam-
entations 1.3)

 Jerusalem’s destruction and the affliction of God’s people had not oc-
curred by accident, rather it was punishment from the Lord. Again, Jeremiah 
wrote,  “The Lord has rejected His altar, He has abandoned His sanctuary;” 
(Lamentations 2.7), and “the Lord has caused her grief because of the multi-
tude of her transgressions” (Lamentations 1.5). But why had God rejected His 
chosen people and the place where He caused His name to dwell?

 This class covers the period of the Divided Kingdom, from the death of 
Solomon in 931 B.C. to the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. It was during this 
time that God’s people reached the point where God declared “there was no 
remedy” (2Chronicles 36.16). Our study will cover the kings of Judah and Isra-

el, the spiritual condition of the people, God’s 
warnings through His prophets and the rise 
and fall of the nations surrounding Israel. But as 
we begin our examination of these events we 
must first examine the factors that led to God’s 
people dividing.

Tribal Divisions
 Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised that 
the descendants of Jacob’s twelve sons, 
born to four different women, would have 
inter-tribal conflicts. For much of their history, 
“the nation of Israel” was more a confedera-
tion of tribes than a united people. Recall that 
the land of Canaan was divided among the 
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people according to their tribes (Joshua 15-21). The natural boundaries of the 
land would have maintained a sense of separation among the various tribes. 
Eugene Merrill explains, “There was the Jordan, which sealed off the eastern 
tribes from the west; the result was mutual suspicion and even military skirmishes 
between the two sides from time to time. Similarly, the so-called Galilean tribes 
were isolated from Manasseh and Ephraim by the Valley of Jezreel. In this case, 
the wedge between the two was not so much geographical as it was prac-
tical. The Canaanites, who could not be driven out of the Jezreel and other 
broad valleys and plains, occupied the space between northern and central 
Israel from the time of the conquest to the reign of David… Judah was, for the 
most part, psychologically and physically cut off from central Israel by various 
transverse valleys and wadi-beds. To the west was a foreign people, the Philis-
tines; to the south the hostile Negev deserts with their equally hostile nomadic 
populations; and to the east the barrier of the Dead Sea. Thus Judah, of all the 
tribes, was the most isolated and therefore most subject to a sense of not be-
longing.” (Kingdom of Priests: A History of Old Testament Israel. Page 332)

 Tribal divisions come to the fore during several episodes occurring in the 
time of the Judges.

 » Ephraim complained that Gideon, from the tribe of Manasseh, had not 
called them to battle against the Midianites (Judges 8.1-3). Gideon had 
summoned men from Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali (Judges 
6.35). 

 » Ephraim again complained against Jephthah (Judges 12.1-6). Jephthah 
was from Gilead (i.e. Gad) and forces from Gad and Manasseh did battle 
against the Ammonites. The complaint of the Ephraimites led to open con-
flict with Gad, with Gad being victorious.

 » The horrific events surrounding the abuse and death of the Levite’s concu-
bine at the hands of the Benjamites in Jebus led to war between Benjamin 
and the other tribes of Israel. 25,000 men of Benjamin were slain (Judges 
19-21). 

 While the tribes of Israel were united in their desire for a king (1Samuel 8), 
the monarchy led to further fissures among the tribes. Saul, the first king of Isra-
el, was from the tribe of Benjamin (1Samuel 9.1-2). Because of  unfaithfulness, 
the Lord rejected Saul as king and had David of Judah anointed (1Samuel 16). 
However, following Saul’s death only the tribe of Judah recognized David as 
king (2Samuel 2.4). A seven year civil war ensued as the other tribes remained 
loyal to Saul’s son, Ish-bosheth. Only after Ish-bosheth’s death did all of the 
tribes recognize David as king (2Samuel 5.1-5). 

 The tribes of Israel remained united during David’s wars of conquest, but 
tribal rivalries came to the fore once again when Absalom rebelled against his 
father. Absalom may have shrewdly exploited tribal grievances in winning over 
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the people (2Samuel 15.1-12). As David fled from Jerusalem he was cursed by 
Shimei, a man from the house of Saul and still loyal to the former king (2Samuel 
16.5). Further rifts were exposed following the death of Absalom, as Judah vied 
with the other tribes for the honor of escorting David back to Jerusalem. Sheba, 
a Benjamite, led the other tribes into further rebellion that had to be quelled by 
the forces loyal to David (2Samuel 19-20). 

 Perhaps the most egregious example of 
tribal favoritism occurred during the reign of 
Solomon. 1Kings 4.7-19 details how Solomon 
appointed 12 deputies to oversee 12 districts 
of his kingdom, each district being responsible 
to provide 1 month of the lavish expense for 
the king’s table. However, one tribe was ex-
empted from the heavy burden: Judah, the 
king’s own tribe (see map). In our next lesson 
we will see how the tribes of Israel divided into 
two kingdoms, but the roots of division ran 
deep in Israel’s history. 

Leadership Failures
 Approximately 400 years before the tribes of Israel demanded that Sam-
uel anoint a king to rule over them, God foretold that they would make such a 
request. Furthermore, God gave instructions for the future king:

Deuteronomy 17:14–20 (NASB95)
14 “When you enter the land which the LORD your God gives you, and you 
possess it and live in it, and you say, ‘I will set a king over me like all the na-
tions who are around me,’ 15 you shall surely set a king over you whom the 
LORD your God chooses, one from among your countrymen you shall set 

as king over yourselves; you may not put a foreigner over yourselves who is 
not your countryman. 16 “Moreover, he shall not multiply horses for himself, 

nor shall he cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, since the 
LORD has said to you, ‘You shall never again return that way.’ 17 “He shall not 

multiply wives for himself, or else his heart will turn away; nor shall he great-
ly increase silver and gold for himself. 18 “Now it shall come about when he 
sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself a copy of this law 
on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests. 19 “It shall be with him and 
he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his 
God, by carefully observing all the words of this law and these statutes, 20 

that his heart may not be lifted up above his countrymen and that he may 
not turn aside from the commandment, to the right or the left, so that he 

and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel.
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In brief, Israel’s king must not put his trust in military might (horses) in political alli-
ances (wives) or in riches. Rather, he was to place his trust in God and be guid-
ed by His Law. If he did this he would remain a humble servant of the people 
and his kingdom would be firmly established.

 Solomon’s reign began with great promise as he requested from the Lord 
“an understanding heart to judge Your people to discern between good and 
evil” (1Kings 3.9). However, he quickly turned from real wisdom and violated all 
of the Lord’s commandments for Israel’s king:

 » He multiplied horse (1Kings 10.26-29)

 » He multiplied wives (1Kings 3.1; 11.1-4) 

 » He multiplied silver and gold (1Kings 10.14-23). 

The result was that Solomon’s heart was lifted above his countrymen so that he 
placed excessive burdens on them (cf. 1Kings 12.4) and he departed from the 
ways of the Lord and turned to idols (1Kings 11.4-8).

 

Covenant Unfaithfulness
 The ultimate reason why the kingdom divided was the God decreed it 
would happen; He decreed it would happen because Solomon had been un-
faithful to the covenant.

1 Kings 11:9–13 (NASB95)
9 Now the LORD was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away 

from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, 10 and 
had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after oth-
er gods; but he did not observe what the LORD had commanded. 11 So the 

LORD said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, and you have not kept 
My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely 

tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant. 12 “Nevertheless I 
will not do it in your days for the sake of your father David, but I will tear it out 
of the hand of your son. 13 “However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but 
I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David and for the 

sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.”

However, the division of the kingdom wasn’t the result of just one man’s unfaith-
fulness, but of the entire people. Recall that when Israel first asked for a king the 
Lord declared, “they have rejected Me from being king over them. Like all the 
deeds which they have done since the day that I brought them up from Egypt 
even to this day” (1Samuel 8.7-8). Even after the Lord declared how oppressive 
the king would be to them (vss. 11-17, all of which was true in Solomon’s time), 
the people still insisted upon having a king. Ominously, the Lord revealed that 
the people “will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have cho-
sen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” (vs. 18).
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Geopolitics
 While not the reason why Israel divided into two kingdoms, the geopoliti-
cal situation of the ANE (ancient near east) would be a factor in how the divi-
sion came about and would greatly influence the fortunes of both Israel and 
Judah. Egypt was of particular importance when Solomon died in 931 B.C. As 
FF Bruce writes, “Towards the end of Solomon’s reign a change of dynasty took 
place in Egypt. The weak twenty-first dynasty (to which Solomon’s father-in-
law belonged) came to an end, and a new and ambitious king, Shoshenq by 
name - or Shishak, as the biblical narrative calls him (c. 945-924 BC) - took the 
double crown as first ruler of the 22 dynasty… In earlier centuries ambitious kings 
of Egypt had often looked towards Asia to enlarge their territory. The Mediter-
ranean coastal road ran north to Megiddo, where it turned east through the 
pass into the Plain of Jezreel and crossed the Jordan, to turn north again and 
run through Syria as far as Carchemish, where the Euphrates could be forded. 
But when Shishak came to the throne this road, from his own frontier as far as 
the Euphrates, was controlled by Solomon. It was therefore to his advantage 
to weaken Solomon’s power. His chief method was to encourage any move-
ment for independence that showed itself among Solomon’s subject - peoples. 
And there was no lack of such movements.” (Israel and the Nations, page 27). 
1Kings 11.14ff records how the Egyptian Pharaoh fostered revolt in Edom and 
supported Jeroboam.

Takeaways
1. If we are to remain a united people, we must find our identity in Christ and 

in nothing else (Galatians 3.26-28). 

2. Godly leaders are sacrificial leaders. Christ is the ultimate example of god-
ly leadership, for He sacrificed Himself for us (John 10.11). Furthermore, He 
has declared that the great ones in His Kingdom are those who serve others 
(Matthew 20.26-28). 

3. Security belongs to those who remain faithful to the covenant (Revelation 
2.10). The nations may very well rage, but our King and His Kingdom will en-
dure! (Psalm 2).
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 One of the great Messianic promises recorded in the Old Testament was 
given when David desired to build a house for the Lord (2Samuel 7). David was 
told that he would not build the Lord’s house, but “When your days are com-
plete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after 
you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build 
a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever” (vss. 
12-13).

 The Lord’s promise to David finds it’s ulti-
mate fulfillment in the reign of Jesus the Christ 
(see Isaiah 9.6-7). However, there was a lesser 
fulfillment for David’s physical descendants. 
Solomon, David’s son by Bathsheba, was es-
tablished on the throne of Israel (1Kings 1-3) 
and he built a temple for the Lord (1Kings 6-8). 
However, because of Solomon’s unfaithfulness 
the Lord was going to “tear the kingdom” from 
Solomon’s line, leaving only “one tribe to your 
son for the sake of My servant David and for 
the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen” 
(1Kings 11.11,13). 

The Kingdom Divides (1Kings 12.1-24; 
2Chron. 10.1-11.4)  

 In our introductory lesson we noted the 
tribal rivalries that had been present in Israel 
for generations. These rivalries, and particularly 
Solomon’s favoritism to his own tribe of Judah, 
would culminate in 10 tribes breaking away 
from Solomon’s house, even as the Lord had 
foretold.

Notes from the text:

 »  Shechem (1Kings 12.1). It’s of interest that 
Rehoboam’s coronation occurred at Shechem 

Lesson 2
Rehoboam & The Rupture  

of the Kingdom
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rather than Jerusalem. It could be that the site was chosen for it’s rich his-
tory, being Abraham’s first stop in Canaan (Genesis 12.6-7) and where Isra-
el reaffirmed the covenant in the days of Joshua (Joshua 24.1). However, 
Shechem could have been chosen in recognition of the tribal strife that 
had been brewing under 
Solomon.

 » Jeroboam (1Kings 12.2-3). We 
will focus on Jeroboam in our 
next lesson, but for now it is 
important to note that God 
promised to make him king 
over 10 tribes (1Kings 11.29-
39). This promise prompted 
Jeroboam to rebel against 
Solomon, but his rebellion 
was unsuccessful and he was forced to flee to Egypt (1Kings 11.26,40). 

 » Yoke (1Kings 12.4) Recall from our previous lesson that Solomon’s “heavy 
yoke” seemed to exclude his own tribe of Judah (see 1Kings 4.7-19). 

 » Counsel of the elders (1Kings 12.6-7). Note that the elders’ appeal is in line 
with God’s will for the king, that he not have a heart lifted above the peo-
ple (see Deuteronomy 17.20). 

 » Scorpions (1Kings 12.11). “Scorpions” my refer to whips with tips of metal 
tied to the ends of the chords. Thus, a harsher punishment than the “whips” 
of Solomon.

 » Jeroboam (1Kings 12.12). Note Jeroboam’s prominence. Being from the 
tribe of Ephraim (1Kings 11.26) he would have shared their grievances. We 
do not know the extent of his earlier rebellion, but it would seem that he 
was already a popular hero among the northern tribes.

 » “from the Lord” (1Kings 12.15). The Lord had decreed that this would hap-
pen (1Kings 11.29-39). However, I do not take this as the Lord forcing Re-
hoboam to reject wise counsel, rather the Lord orchestrated events know-
ing the heart and predisposition of Rehoboam.

 » “What portion do we have in David?...” (1Kings 12.16). The same rallying 
cry when Sheba rebelled against David (2Samuel 20.1). “The tendency of 
chiefdoms and empires is to fragment at the least provocation. Now the 
cost of unity and the differing perspectives of north and south easily drove 
a wedge between them when it became clear to the northern tribes that 
Judah and the Davidic house had no intention of compromising with their 
requests for more local autonomy and lower taxes.” (IVP Bible Background 
Commentary)

 » Jeroboam made king (1Kings 12.20). Note once again the fulfillment of the 
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Lord’s words in 1Kings 11.29-39. 

 » 180,000 chosen men (1Kings 12.21). There is some pushback to the numbers 
listed for Rehoboam’s army. If the number was actually 180,000 men it was 
a much larger army than most of the contemporary forces. However, the 
word translated as “thousand” also has the meaning of “clan”, so it could 
be that Rehoboam assembled 180 “clans” of Judah and Benjamin. Note, 
Benjamin likely remained with Rehoboam because of geographic proximi-
ty. Judah was by far the larger tribe and had assimilated much of Benjamin 
by this time.

Rehoboam Strengthens His Kingdom (2Chron. 11.5-23) 
 The kingdom divided as a result of Solomon’s unfaithfulness. However, 
Rehoboam still had the choice to be faithful to the covenant and thus enjoy 
the blessings and protection of the Lord. Tragically, the king chose to rely on his 
own ability to strengthen the kingdom. His efforts would prove futile. 

Notes from the text: 

 » Cities for defense (2Chron. 11.5-10). “The 
fifteen “towns for defense in Judah” were 
located along strategic roads and in-
tersections on the western and southern 
approaches to the Judean heartland (2 
Chron. 11:5–17). This network of fortresses 
strengthened Solomon’s defense system 
that is described in 1 Kings 8. The con-
spicuous lack of fortresses in the north 
most likely reflects Rehoboam’s contin-
ued control of Benjamin and his desire 
to reincorporate the northern tribes into a united monarchy under his rule.” 
(Zondervan Illustrated Bible Background Commentary)

 » Levites relocate (1Chron. 11.13-17). We will consider Jeroboam’s reign, and 
his idolatrous practices, in our next lesson. However, this passage reveals 
some of the consequences of his rejection of God. The priests and Levi-
ties who lived in the northern tribes relocated to the southern kingdom of 
Judah. This would have disastrous ramification for the people of the north-
ern kingdom as a valuable source of instruction in God’s word was now 
gone. By contrast, Judah was strengthened by the presence of the priests 
and Levites, albeit for a short period of time. In 1Kings 12.22-24 we find Re-
hoboam willing to heed the voice of the Lord, thus walking in the ways of 
David. However, his faithfulness to the Lord was short-lived.
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Rehoboam’s Unfaithfulness (1Kings 14.21-24; 2Chron. 12.1) 
 We read in 1Kings 11.4 that “when Solomon was old, his wives turned his 
heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord 
his God, as the heart of David his father had been.” As we will see in this pas-
sage, Solomon’s marriages also had a negative influence on his son resulting in 
continued unfaithfulness to Jehovah.

Notes from the text:

 » Rehoboam’s mother (1Kings 14.21). It’s is significant that the text twice 
mentions Rehoboam’s mother being “Naamah the Ammonitess” (1Kings 
14.21,31). We are to understand that Rehoboam was influenced by her 
idolatrous background.

Egypt Invades (1Kings 14.25-28; 2Chron. 12.2-14) 
 Rehoboam had gone to great lengths to fortify his kingdom, but he had 
ignored the source of Israel’s strength: the Lord. The king’s unfaithfulness had 
weakened the kingdom, inviting interference from the surrounding powers.

Notes from the text:

 » Reason for invasion (2Chron. 12.2-5). The Chronicler emphasizes that the 
Egyptian invasion was successful because Rehoboam had forsaken the 
Lord (vss. 2,5). Rehoboam’s fortifications (vs. 4; 2Chron. 11.5-10) were for 
nothing without the Lord’s protection!

 » Regarding Shishak (also known as Shoshenq) 
(2Chron. 12.2): “This celebrated founder of 
Egypt’s Twenty-Second Dynasty was the first 
pharaoh in many years to recapture the 
greatness of ancient Egypt. In the course of 
his twenty-one-year reign (945–924),18 he 
reunited Upper and Lower Egypt, reestab-
lished foreign-trade alliances with Byblos and 
other Phoenician and Aramaean states, and 
waited patiently for events in Israel to work 
to his advantage. He had already provided 
sanctuary to Jeroboam, Solomon’s enemy 
and Israel’s king-to-be—an act prompted 
not so much by mercy as by political am-
bition. When Solomon died in 931 BC, Shoshenq did not delay long before 

Shoshenk Leading Jews Captive
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he made his move. Using as an excuse a border incident with some Semitic 
tribesmen, Shoshenq moved north to Judah.” (Eugene Merrill, Kingdom of 
Priests page 340). 

 » Golden shields (2Chron. 12.9). See 1Kings 10.16-17. Likely this was the re-
quired tribute for Shishak to relinquish his siege of Jerusalem.

Death of Rehoboam (1Kings 14.29-31; 2Chron. 12.15-16) 

Notes from the text:

 » War (1Kings 14.30). Recall that previously Rehoboam had heeded the 
Lord’s command to not war against his brethren (1Kings 12.21-24). However, 
when Rehoboam forsook Jehovah for the idols of the nations, this instruc-
tion fell on deaf ears.

Takeaway: Faithfulness Is Our Greatest Security
 The account of Rehoboam shows what happens when we rely on our 
own strength, or on the strength of men, for our security. The king fortified cities 
for his protection (2Chron. 11.5-17), but those fortifications were worthless when 
the king forsook his God. The Egyptian Pharaoh invaded, seized those fortifica-
tions and placed Rehoboam under his yoke (2Chron. 12.1-9). They had forsak-
en the Lord, so He had forsaken them (vs. 7). 

 As Jesus spoke about being the good shepherd He stated, “My sheep 
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to 
them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 
My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able 
to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” (John 10:27–29, NASB95) There is no 
greater security than having Jesus as our shepherd, but that security exists only 
for those who hear His voice and follow Him… even if that means following Him 
to death (cf. Revelation 2.10). 
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 We are first introduced to Jeroboam in 1Kings 11 following the Lord’s pro-
nouncement that the kingdom, save one tribe, would be torn away from Solo-
mon’s house and given to another (vss. 11-13). We then read how Jeroboam, 
an Ephraimite whom Solomon had exalted to a position of prominence, re-

belled against the king. He rebelled because 
they Lord revealed to him that He was giving 
Jeroboam the rule over 10 tribes (vss. 29-37). 
Jeroboam was forced to flee to Egypt until Sol-
omon died, but he returned when Rehoboam 
assumed the throne. Once the northern tribes 
broke away from Rehoboam’s oppressive 
reign, they made Jeroboam their king (1Kings 
12.20). 

 Significantly, the Lord promised Jeroboam 
that “if you listen to all that I command you 
and walk in My ways, and do what is right 
in My sight by observing My statutes and My 
commandments, as My servant David did, 
then I will be with you and build you an endur-
ing house as I built for David, and I will give Isra-
el to you” (1Kings 11.38). Tragically for the king, 
his house and all of Israel, Jeroboam did not 
remain faithful the Lord. His house would not 
endure, his dynasty would fail… and ultimately 
so would the kingdom of Israel.

Jeroboam’s Failure (1Kings 12.25-33)
 As we will see, Jeroboam sought to legiti-
mize his reign by associating himself with loca-
tions steeped in Israelite history and by casting 
himself as a modern-day Aaron. However, such 
moves did not solidify his kingdom, rather they 

brought about its demise. Jeroboam’s security should have been found in trust-
ing God’s promise (1Kings 11.38), but the king failed to do so, trusting rather in 

Lesson 3
Jeroboam’s Failed Dynasty
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his own abilities to garner the people’s loyalty. Jeroboam may have succeed-
ed in keeping the people’s loyalty, but he failed to secure the promise of God.

Notes from the text

 » Penuel & Shechem (vs. 25). Both sites were 
associated with Jacob, Penuel being 
where Jacob wrestled with the Lord (Gen-
esis 32) and Shechem being where Jacob 
first settled once he returned from Laban’s 
house (Genesis 33.18-20) Having dual cap-
itals (Penuel was on the eastern side of the 
Jordan River) would allow Jeroboam to 
forge close ties with tribes on both sides of 
the Jordan.

 » Jeroboam’s fear (vss. 26-27). Note the king’s 
complete failure to trust the Lord’s promise 
(1Kings 11.37-38), fearing that the splen-
dor of the Temple would draw the people 
away from him.

 » The golden calves (vs. 28). First, note that 
Jeroboam took counsel on what he should 
do, placing his trust in the wisdom of men 
rather than in God. There is some debate 
over whether the golden calves were 
meant to represent the Lord or were intend-
ed to  be pedestals for the Lord (like the ark of the covenant). His statement 
that “these are your gods...” would indicate that these calves represent-
ed Jehovah and were a clear violation of the covenant (Exodus 20.2-6). 
Jeroboam’s statement was an exact repetition of Aaron’s statement and 
a source of the Lord’s displeasure (Exodus 32.4,8). In choosing calves, Je-
roboam could have been drawing on both the Exodus and on Canaanite 
religion, as both El and Baal were represented by bulls. 

 » Dan & Bethel (vs. 29). These sites had both geographic and historical signifi-
cance. Bethel lay just north of the border with Judah and was a site closely 
associated with Jacob (see Genesis 28.10-22; 35.6-7). Dan was in the far 
north of Israel, near the foot of Mount Hermon. In the days of the judges the 
tribe of Dan relocated here, taking with them Jonathan, grandson of Mo-
ses, to serve as their priest (see Judges 18.30-31). 

 » Ramifications (vs. 30). This sin would result in the fall of Jeroboam’s dynasty 
(1Kings 13.34) and with the destruction of the kingdom (2Kings 17.21). 

 » New priesthood (vs. 31). Jeroboam’s move may have been motivated 
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by the Levites siding with Moses (Exodus 32.26), recognizing that this tribe 
would not approve of Jeroboam’s new worship program. Ultimately, the 
Levities and other faithful Israelites would relocate to the southern king-

dom of Judah (see 2Chron-
icles 11.14-17). Significantly, 
Jeroboam seemed to have 
given himself the role of high-
priest (note his going up to the 
altar in vss. 32-33; 13.1), cast-
ing himself as a modern-day 
Aaron. “Several scholars have 
pointed out parallels between 
Aaron in Exodus 32 and Le-
viticus 10 with Jeroboam in 
1 Kings 12. Both Aaron and 
Jeroboam constructed gold-

en calves on the advice of the people (Exod. 32:1–4; 1 Kings 12:28a); both 
used the same presentation formula; both Aaron and Jeroboam had two 
sons with essentially the same names: Nadab and Abihu/Abijah (Lev. 10; 1 
Kings 14:1, 20); and both used the occasion for the celebration of a festi-
val.” (Walter Kaiser, A History of Israel. Page 306).

 » New festival (vs. 32). This was one month after the authorized Feast of Tab-
ernacles (Leviticus 23.33-34). Some liken this new festival to the feast pro-
claimed by Aaron following the making of his golden calf (Exodus 32.5-6). 

The Lord’s Judgment Against False Worship (1Kings 13.1-10)
 The Lord would bring judgment on the house of Jeroboam as a result of his 
unfaithfulness, but first He pronounced judgment on the false worship instituted 
by the king; false worship that was a snare to all of Israel. We also see in this ac-
count the importance of God’s prophets, spokesmen He used to convey warn-
ings to His people. God had previously used a prophet to reveal to Jeroboam 
that he would be king over 10 tribes (1Kings 11.29ff). The importance of God’s 
prophets faithfully giving His messages and adhering to His word is emphasized 
in this encounter and in the events immediately following.

Notes from the text:

 » Josiah (vs. 2). Fulfilled in 2Kings 23.15-16. This would occur approximately 300 
years in the future. The cause of so much sin in Israel would be utterly de-
filed.

 » The sign (vs. 3). An event occurring in the distant future wouldn’t mean 

Excavations of Sanctuary at Dan
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much to Jeroboam or given reason to believe the words of this “man of 
God”. Thus, an immediate sign was given, a sign which would profane Je-
roboam’s “offerings”. 

 » Jeroboam healed (vs. 6). This passage not only demonstrates the Lord’s 
mercy, but should have impressed upon Jeroboam that his religious innova-
tions were not resulting in the Lord’s favor, but His condemnation.

 » Jeroboam’s invitation (vs. 7). The invitation could have been basic hospital-
ity, but was more likely an invitation to friendship; an effort by Jeroboam to 
curry the favor of this man of God. The Lord’s instructions to the man of God 
(vss. 8-9) show the utter hostility existing between God and the king.

 » Jeroboam’s obstinance (vss. 33-34). Even though the man of God’s sign 
had come to pass and the king himself had been afflicted, it did not result 
in a revival of faithfulness. Rather, Jeroboam’s house would be destroyed!

The Lord’s Judgment Against His Prophet (1Kings 13.11-32)
 The Lord had pronounced judgment on Jeroboam’s false religion by a 
“man of God”, but what would occur when the “man of God” failed to heed 
the Lord’s word? In subsequent years Israel and Judah would frequently reject 
the true men of God for “prophets” of their own choosing. This encounter would 
emphasize the difference between the “true” and the “false”, showing why it 
was so important to heed God’s revealed will. 

Notes from the text:

 » The old prophet (vs. 11). Note that this “prophet” had not relocated to Ju-
dah (see 2Chron. 11.15-16) and thus gives indication that his alliance was 
not to Jehovah. Furthermore, he is referred to as “prophet” in contrast to 
the “man of God”.

 » The old prophet’s offer (vs. 15). The shared meal could have suggested an 
alliance between the two prophets.

 » The lie (vss. 18-19). The Lord had given the man of God a sign to confirm 
that his message to Jeroboam was true (vs. 3). No sign is provided, or re-
quested, to establish that this was in fact a message from the Lord. The 
punishment which followed would be a warning to all Israel, including 
God’s spokesmen, that they needed to be very careful to follow the Lord’s 
revealed will.

 » Lion and the donkey (vs. 24). The presence of both animals, serenely stand-
ing together, would show all that the Lord had brought this about.

 » The grave (vs. 31). Still known during the days of Josiah (see 2Kings 23.17-
18). 
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The Lord’s Judgment Against Jeroboam’s House (1Kings 14.1-20; 
15.25-31). 
 Covenant faithfulness would have resulted in an enduring house for Je-
roboam (1Kings 11.37-38), but as we’ve already seen the king rejected the 
Lord’s will and chose his own course. This would result in a violent and bloody 
end for his house, paving the way for future upheaval in the kingdom.

Notes from the text:

 » Shiloh (vs. 2). Location of the Tabernacle following the conquest (see Josh-
ua 18.1). 

 » Ahijah (vs. 2). The same prophet who revealed to Jeroboam that he would 
be king (1Kings 11.29ff). 

 » Jeroboam’s gifts (vs. 3). These would have been presented in the hope that 
it would result in a favorable report. Jeroboam was treating God’s prophet 
like the priests and prophets of Canaanite deities.

 » The Lord’s message (vss. 7-10). Contrast with the promise made in 1Kings 
11.37-38. Faithfulness results in promises fulfilled; unfaithfulness results in a 
curse (see Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28). 

 » Bodies eaten by dogs and birds (vs. 11). “No punishment could be great-
er than to be consumed by roaming dogs and fowl. Some rulers enforced 
their treaties by threatening disloyal subjects with just such a fate. The Assyri-
an king Esarhaddon employed this threat in one of his treaties.” (Zondervan 
Illustrated Bible Background Commentary).

 » Affect on Israel (vss. 15-16). Jeroboam’s unfaithfulness would result in insta-
bility for Israel (like a reed shaken in the water). It would be less than 200 
years before Israel was taken away from the promised land (see 2Kings 17). 

 » Tirzah (vs. 17). Jeroboam’s new capital was noted for its beauty (see Song 
of Solomon 6.4) but the move likely speaks to difficulties in the kingdom. 
When Shishak invaded in 925 B.C. (see 1Kings 14.25) he lists both Shechem 
and Penuel as cities he defeated.

 » War with Judah (vs. 19). One such war occurred when Abijah was reigning 
in Judah (see 2Chronicles 13.1-20). 

 » Destruction of Jeroboam’s house (1Kings 15.25-31). The Lord’s words came 
to pass as Nadab was warring with the Philistines. 

Takeaways...
1. Trust the Lord’s promise and you won’t be consumed with worry about 
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what could happen. This was Jeroboam’s failure; the Lord had promised to 
establish his house if he kept the covenant (1Kings 11.37-38), but the king 
failed to trust the Lord and became consumed with what COULD happen 
(1Kings 12.26). Let us be those who confidently say, “In God I have put my 
trust, I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me?” (Psalm 56.11). 

2. Be guided by revelation you know comes from the Lord. The man of God 
had been told by the Lord not to eat or drink and to go back home by a 
different route (1Kings 13.17), but he decided to follow a different “revela-
tion”, one he didn’t confirm came from the Lord (vs. 18). We have received 
God’s will through His chosen messengers (cf. John 14.26; 15.26; 16.13), we 
must not rely on our own feelings, counsel or different teachings… even if 
they would seem to come from heaven (Galatians 1.6-8). 
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 This lesson covers approximately 40 years from when Abijah came to the 
throne of Judah in 913 B.C. to the death of Asa in 870 B.C. Instability in both 
kingdoms will be a point of emphasis throughout this lesson. Israel’s instabili-
ty is easily seen in the fact that she had 5 kings from 4 dynasties, all a result of 

unfaithfulness to the Lord. Judah seemed far 
more stable, having only 2 kings during this 
time. However, unfaithfulness was already a 
problem in the house of David and portended 
difficult times in the days ahead.

Judah Under Abijah & Asa
Abijah’s military success (2Chronicles 13). 

 Most of what we know regarding Abijah’s 
reign has to do with his war against Jeroboam. 
While the Lord granted Judah victory (see vs. 
15), that is likely due more to the Lord’s displea-
sure with Jeroboam than with any pleasure the 
Lord took in Abijah.

 » Size of forces (vs. 3). “Because the lexical 
range for the Hebrew term translated “thou-
sand” includes that of “unit,” the meaning 
intended within these battle narratives may 
have been that of a military fighting unit (i.e., 
squad, platoon). Estimates for these family/trib-
al-based military units usually range from five to 
thirty men each. Using this approach, a figure 
currently translated “600,000” would instead 
be translated as 600 “units,” which would total 
anywhere from 3,000–18,000 men, depending 
on the estimate of the unit size.” (ZIBBC)

 » Mount Zemaraim (vs. 4). Approximately 1 
mile from Bethel.

 » Abijah’s challenge to Israel (vss. 5-12). Even though Jeroboam had a sub-
stantially larger force, Abijah is clearly the aggressor. It is likely that Abijah’s 

Lesson 4
Unstable Kingdoms
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chief desire was to regain the terri-
tory lost by Rehoboam, but Abijah 
casts the conflict in religious terms. 
Jeroboam had led Israel into apos-
tasy, but Judah remained faithful 
in covenant worship. Thus, to fight 
against Abijah and Judah was to 
“fight against the Lord God of your 
fathers” (vs. 11).

 » Covenant of salt (vs. 5). “Because 
salt was used as a preservative in the 
ancient world, it was utilized in con-
junction with the sealing of treaties 
and covenants to symbolize a last-
ing agreement” (ZIBBC). Use of salt in Israel’s sacrifices was a perpetual re-
minder of their covenant with Jehovah (see Leviticus 2.13; Numbers 18.19). 

 » Abijah’s success (vss. 13-22). Jeroboam had both the numerical and strate-
gic advantage, but Abijah was victorious because “it was that God routed 
Jeroboam and all Israel” (vs. 15). The fact that Abijah captured Bethel, Je-
roboam’s cultic center, shows the Lord’s displeasure with Israel.

Abijah’s spiritual weakness (1Kings 15.1-7). 

 Abijah may have been successful in his military campaign against Je-
roboam, but he did not follow in the ways of the Lord. Judah’s success was due 
to the Lord’s promise to David.

 » Maacah (vs. 2). The mention of Abijah’s mother is significant because she 
exerted an evil influence, as we will see during the reign of her grandson 
Asa.

 » Reigned three years (vs. 2). We are not told why his reign was so short, but it 
likely had to do with what we read in the next verses.

 » Heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God (vs. 3). Abijah continued 
a trend begun in the days of Solomon (see 1Kings 11.4). 

Asa’s early reign (2Chronicles 14.1-15; 1Kings 15.8-12). 

 » He reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem (1Kings 15.10). Such stability was 
unheard of in the northern kingdom of Israel during this era, but given Asa’s 
devotion to the Lord (vss. 11). such stability was possible in Judah

 » Maacah (1Kings 15.10). While she is referred to as Asa’s mother, she was his 
grandmother (see 1Kings 15.2). It is thought that she served in the capaci-
ty of “queen mother” and exerted significant influence. Her influence was 
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for evil (vs. 13), but Asa’s devotion to the Lord was such that he removed 
Maacah from her position.

 » Land was undisturbed for ten years (2Chronicles 14.1). This peace was at-
tributed to Asa’s faithfulness, both his public acts of destroying idolatry and 
his charge to the people that they “seek the Lord God of their fathers and 
to observe the law and the commandment” (vs. 4). However, Asa also took 
practical measures to defend the kingdom (vss. 6-8). While no negative 
comment is made of his preparations, his lack of trust in God would be sig-
nificant in the future.

 » War with Zerah (2Chronicles 14.9-15). Most think that Zerah was a com-
mander for the Egyptian Pharaoh (Osarkon 1 ca 914-874 B.C.). Zerah 
brought his forces to Mareshah (vs. 9), one of the cities fortified by Re-
hoboam. His forces were significantly larger than Asa’s, but Asa relied on 
the Lord’s strength and “the Lord routed the Ethiopians” (vs. 12). 

Asa’s spiritual reformation (2Chronicles 15; 1Kings 15.13-15).

 » Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin (2Chronicles 15.2). While much emphasis 
was put on the faithfulness or unfaithfulness of the king, the Lord’s exhorta-
tion was to all the people.

 » For many days Israel was without the true God and without a teaching 
priest and without law (2Chronicles 15.3). While this matched the current 
situation in the northern kingdom of Israel (2Chronicles 11.14-17), it seems 
that the Lord was picturing a time in Israel’s past, most likely during the time 
of the Judges. 

 » Restored the altar of the Lord (2Chronicles 15.8).  Shows how true worship of 
Jehovah had been ignored during latter period of Solomon’s reign and the 
reigns of Rehoboam and Abijah.

 » Those from Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon (2Chronicles 15.9). The exodus 
of the faithful from the northern kingdom continued (cf. 2Chronicles 11.14-
17). 

 » 700 oxen and 7,000 sheep from the spoil they had brought (2Chronicles 
15.11). Result from the war with Zerah (14.13-15).  

 » They entered into the covenant (2Chronicles 15.12). Not a new covenant, 
but a renewal of the covenant the Lord established with Israel (Exodus 24). 

 » Brook Kidron (2Chronicles 15.16). Separated Jerusalem from the Mount of 
Olives to the east. This would be the site of future reforms in the days of 
Hezekiah (2Chronicles 29.15-17; 30.14) and Josiah (2Kings 23.1-15). 

Asa’s war with Baasha of Israel (2Chronicles 16.1-10; 1Kings 15.16-22) 
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 » 36th year of Asa’s reign (2Chronicles 16.1). There are some problems with 
the number as this would place the conflict with Baasha in 896 B.C., well af-
ter Baasha ruled in Israel. This could be the result of a scribal error, but many 
think the number is from the time when the kingdom divided. 

 » Ramah (2Chronicles 16.1). “Jerusalem’s fate was so tied to the strategic 
Benjamin plateau that the capture of Ramah by an enemy effectively cut 
off Judah altogether.” (ZIBBC)

 » Asa brought out silver and gold (vs. 2). Contrast with Asa’s reliance on the 
Lord in (see 2Chronicles 14.11-12). 

 » Ben-Hadad (2Chronicles 16.2-4). “when Ben-Hadad began to rule (ca. 900), 
all of upper Mesopotamia was firmly under Assyrian domination. Ben-Ha-
dad, as well as Asa, Baasha, and other rulers, was certainly well aware of 
these momentous events to the north and understood clearly what they 
portended for their own little kingdoms. It is not surprising, then, that trea-
ties were forged between the various states of Syria and Palestine, treaties 
like those attested to in the Old Testament between Asa and Ben-Hadad, 
on the one hand, and Baasha and Ben-Hadad, on the other.” (Kingdom of 
Priests page 353)

 » Conquered Ijoh, Dan, Abel-maim and all 
the store cities of Naphtali (2Chronicles 
16.4). “Ben-Hadad’s attack on northern 
Israel, at the instigation of Asa, cost Baasha 
an important trade corridor. The cities cap-
tured in this campaign (see 1 Kings 15:20) 
include Dan (the northern cult shrine), Ijon 
(‘Ayyun) at the northern end of the Huleh 
Basin (about ten miles north of Dan), Abel 
Maim (Abel Beth-Maacah in 1 Kings), all of 
which are on the road between Syria and 
the Phoenician coastal cities of Tyre, Sidon 
and Acco.” (IVPBBC)

 » Geba and Mizpah (2Chronicles 16.6). 
“Geba (modern Jeba) lay six miles north-
east of Jerusalem and dominated the main 
road to Jericho. The position of Mizpah (Tell 
en-Nasbeh) was directly between Bethel to 
the north and the widening of the Benjamin plateau to the south. There are 
expansive remains and evidence of massive fortification and administrative 
architecture exposed in modern excavations. In some places the walls are 
four to six meters (thirteen to nineteen feet) thick. These features bear wit-
ness to the strategic position of the town and Asa’s determination to define 
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the border once and for all. Two of the gates were preserved to a height of 
several meters and sections of the city wall towered fifteen meters (nearly 
forty feet) above ground level. (ZIBBC)

 » army of the king of Aram has escaped out of your hand (2Chronicles 16.7). 
Relying on the Lord would have resulted in the defeat of Israel AND the su-
perior Syrian forces.

Asa’s final years (2Chronicles 16.11-14; 1Kings 15.23-24). 

 Asa’s reign had been stable, lasting 41 years and featuring military and 
diplomatic successes. But his success came from the Lord, and tragically in his 
final days the king forgot that crucial fact!

Upheaval In Israel
Baasha’s failed dynasty (1Kings 15.32-34; 16.1-14)

 » Baasha… became king over all Israel (1Kings 15.33). Recall that Baasha 
fulfilled God’s judgment against the house of Jeroboam (1Kings 14.11-14, 
27-30). 

 » “I exalted you from the dust and made you leader over My people Israel” 
(1Kings 16.2). Even though we are not told when this occurred, it would 
seem that the Lord had made a promise to Baasha similar to the one He 
made to Jeroboam (1Kings 11.37-38). However, Baasha had not been faith-
ful to Jehovah, following instead in the ways of Jeroboam (15.34). As a re-
sult, Baasha’s house would suffer the same fate as the house of Jeroboam 
(16.2-4).

 » Elah the son of Baasha became king (1Kings 16.8). Like Jeroboam, Baasha’s 
dynasty would last until the days when his son became king. However, Elah 
would reign for only 2 years before being assassinated while in a drunken 
stupor.

 » Zimri went in and struck him (1Kings 16.10). The upheaval in Israel is appar-
ent as one of the king’s trusted military commanders assassinated his king. 
Note that Israel was again at war with the Philistines (vs. 15), but the king 
was drinking in his capital. It’s likely that the war was not going well and the 
king’s detachment from his troops fostered animosity and rebellion.

 » “idols” (1Kings 16.13). literally “worthless things”. Note that when Israel is tak-
en captive on the Lord’s complaints was that the people “followed vanity 
and became vain” (2Kings 17.15). 

Zimri’s one week on the throne (1Kings 16.15-20)

 » “Zimri reigned seven days at Tirzah” (1Kings 16.15). The instability in the king-
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dom only worsened.

 » “Omri, the commander of the army” (1Kings 16.16). Zimri was also a military 
man (vs. 9), but Omri commanded the allegiance of most of the fighting 
men.

 » “because of his sins which he sinned...” (1Kings 16.19). Zimri’s reign was 
short, but it was already apparent that he had not allegiance to the Lord. 
We are tempted to see all of these events as being the result of political 
intrigue, but the text maintains that each king fell because of religious and 
spiritual failings.

Civil war (1Kings 16.21-22)

 » Tibni the son of Ginath (1Kings 16.21). We 
know nothing of him or why he command-
ed the allegiance of half the people. All 
we need to know is that instability in the 
kingdom continued as civil war erupted in 
Israel.

 » Omri prevailed (1Kings 16.22). It would 
seem that the civil war lasted 4 years (com-
pare vss. 15 & 23), but the end result was 
the Omri became king over all of Israel.

Omri Asserts Himself (1Kings 16.24-28)

 With Omri’s ascension to the throne, Israel’s instability came to an end. 
However, her moral degradation would only continue, most notably in the time 
of Omri’s son Ahab. Interestingly, while we know much more about Ahab, Omri 
seems to have greater historical significance. Assyrian records would refer to 
Israel as the “house of Omri” up until her fall in 720 B.C. Omri did three things to 
stabilize Israel:

1. He chose a new capital (vs. 24) “Omri chose the site for its strategic loca-
tion. It was not the highest hill in the region, but it was well isolated from 
surrounding higher hills and also had good access through the valley to 
its west to the major trade and communication routes and the Mediterra-
nean.” (IVP Dictionary of the Old Testament: Historical Books)

2. He entered into a political alliance with the Sidonians via marriage (vs. 31).

3. He suppressed the Moabites. “Apart from biblical material, Omri is known 
primarily from the Mesha Stela (COS 2.23:137–38; ANET, 320–21). According 
to that stela, Omri oppressed Moab because Chemosh, Moab’s deity, was 
angry with his land. But in Omri’s son’s days (or possibly his grandson’s days) 
Mesha was able to regain control of all the Moabite territory.” (IVP Dictio-
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nary of the Old Testament: Historical Books)

However, like the kings before him, “Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord...” 
(1Kings 16.25-26). Israel’s spiritual degradation would continue, and even 
though she would enjoy some stability during the days of Omri and Ahab, far 
worse days were ahead!
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 As we’ve seen, Jeroboam’s religious innovations were not only clear viola-
tions of the Lord’s revealed will, but also created great instability in the kingdom 
of Israel. As Jeroboam and the kings who followed rejected the Lord’s will, they 
would find their lives and/or their dynasties cut short as God executed judg-

ment on the king and his house. Some mea-
sure of stability came with the reigns of Omri 
(885-874 B.C.) and his son Ahab (874-853 B.C.). 
However, this doesn’t mean that the spiritual 
condition of Israel was improving, quite the op-
posite. Of Ahab the Scriptures say, “surely there 
was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do 
evil in in the sight of the Lord, because Jezebel 
his wife incited him” (1Kings 21.25). Jeroboam’s 
religious innovations were all changes in how 
Israel worshipped Jehovah; Ahab would come 
to reject the Lord altogether!

 It’s impossible to cover everything from 
the reign of Ahab in one lesson, particularly 
given the extensive attention given to Elijah’s 
work. If you wish to study these chapters in 
greater detail, please visit www.builtbyhim.
com/category/days-of-elijah/

Survey of Ahab’s reign (1Kings 16.29-34). 
 » reigned over Israel in Samaria for twen-

ty-two years (vs. 29). This was the longest reign 
of a northern king since the reign of Jeroboam. 
Furthermore, we know from historical records 
that Israel remained a significant military force, 
as it had been in the days of Omri. This is best 
seen in the Kurkh Monolith inscription of Shal-
maneser III, describing the Battle of Qarqar 
in 853 BC. Ahab is said to have brought 2000 

chariots and 10,000 infantry to the battle, second only to the Syrian force.

Lesson 5
Ahab’s Rejection of Jehovah
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 » Ahab’s apostasy (vss. 31-33). It should be noted that Ahab was not looking 
to completely eradicate worship of Jehovah, rather he was instituting a syn-
cretic system of worship where both Jehovah and Baal were worshipped. 
Note that Ahab references Jehovah in the naming of his children: Jehoram 
(Yahweh is high), Ahaziah (Yahweh has taken hold), Athaliah (Yahweh is 
exalted). While the worship of Baal had already been a problem in Israel’s 
history, what Ahab and Jezebel did was to make idolatry a part of Israel’s 
national identity. “In accepting Baal, Ahab was simply bringing his king-
dom closer to the mainstream of ancient Near Eastern thought and prac-
tice. In fact, most cities and kingdoms in the region had their local versions 
of Baal... Under Ahab Israel became yet another Baal-worshiping nation 
state.” (ZIBBC)

 » Baal and Asherah (vss. 32-33). Israel had given its alle-
giance to Baal numerous times in her history. While travel-
ling toward the Promised Land, they had been seduced 
by Moabite women to worship their idol (Numbers 25.1-9). 
Throughout the period of the Judges, Israel would turn 
away from Jehovah to worship the Baals (Judges 2.11-13; 
3.7; 6.25-32; 8.33; 10.6). While the people put their Baals 
away during the days of Samuel (1Samuel 7.2-6), the 
temptation to serve Baal would remain. “As the storm god 
and bringer of rain, Baal was recognized as sustaining the 
fertility of crops, animals, and people. His followers often 
believed that sexual acts performed in his temple would 
boost Baal’s sexual prowess, and thus contribute to his work 
in increasing fertility.” (Lexham Bible Dictionary) That Baal 
and Asherah would be the principle gods worshipped by the Canaanites is 
due to their association with agriculture and fertility. In a society dependent 
on rainfall and the fertility of both the ground and livestock, these “gods” 
would have constantly vied for the affection of any people, including Je-
hovah’s people.

 » In his days Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho (vs. 34). On the surface, this pas-
sage demonstrates the ambition of Ahab, as would numerous other build-
ing projects. However, we also know that this was done with blatant disre-
gard for the Lord’s command (see Joshua 6.26). Could the passage also 
demonstrate a deeper issue? Why would God command that Jericho not 
be rebuilt? For centuries the city had stood watch at the pass into the interi-
or of Canaan. Could it be that the Lord was saying Israel should put its trust 
in Him, not in fortifications? Thus, Ahab put his trust in fortifications, not the 
Lord.

Elijah and the importance of the prophets (1Kings 17-19)
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 It is significant that right after we are introduced to Ahab and Jezebel who 
“did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were 
before him” (1Kings 16.33), we are introduced to Elijah (1Kings 17.1). This man of 
God, who would risk his life by confronting kings, is given little introduction other 
than stating that he was from Tishbe in Gilead (on the eastern side of the Jor-
dan River) and that his family still worshipped Jehovah (his name means, “My 
God is Yahweh”). His background and history are secondary to the fact that he 
was a faithful spokesman for the Lord.

 The work of Elijah and Elisha would continue throughout the reigns of 
Ahab and his two sons, Ahaziah and Jehoram. Israel’s rulers and her peo-
ple may have forgotten God, but He had not forgotten them! “Yet the LORD 
warned Israel and Judah through all His prophets and every seer, saying, “Turn 
from your evil ways and keep My commandments, My statutes according to all 
the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you through My 
servants the prophets.”” (2 Kings 17:13, NASB95)

 The accounts that follow emphasize several principles. First, Jehovah is 
proven to be superior to any other God. Thus, Elijah questioned the people, 
“How long will you hesitate between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow 
Him; but if Baal, follow him.” (1 Kings 18:21, NASB95) What preceded that ques-
tion, and what followed, showed Jehovah’s vast superiority to Baal. It was Je-
hovah who caused the rains to stop, and it was Jehovah who allowed them to 
return. Baal was shown to be impotent in both counts. Second, these accounts 
show God’s ability to provide for His people (as He provided for Elijah) and 
even for the nations (as He provided for the widow at Zarephath, in the land 
of Sidon). Finally, these accounts show the judgment of God on the idols along 
with the kings and nations who supported them. 

Ahab’s failed opportunity to know the Lord (1Kings 20)
 The reign of Ahab was a time when Israel forsook her Lord for other gods. 
They did this in spite of Jehovah revealing Himself to be the one, true God 
(1Kings 19) and in spite of the fact that the Lord had provided for her in the 
past, and continued to do so for His faithful ones. And because Israel had re-
jected the Lord as her God, she would be judged by Him! And so the Lord pro-
claimed to Elijah in 1Kings 19.15-17, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness 
of Damascus, and when you have arrived, you shall anoint Hazael king over 
Aram; and Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint king over Israel; and Elisha 
the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place. 
“It shall come about, the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall 
put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall put 
to death.” The Lord’s judgment on Israel was coming, and He would utilize vari-
ous men to bring that judgment about.
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 1Kings 20 recounts two wars Israel had with Aram (Syria) during the reign 
of Ahab. While Israel would be victorious in these battles, they foreshadow the 
judgment which was swiftly coming on the house of Ahab and ultimately on all 

of Israel. Beginning with this chapter, Aram 
becomes a thorn in Israel’s side. The king of 
Aram may have set his sights on Israel for a 
couple of reasons: first, Ahab’s alliance with 
Phoenicia (see 1Kings 16.31) may have re-
stricted the Arameans access to the lucra-
tive trade markets of Phoenicia. Second, 
the Assyrian empire was growing during the 
reign of Shalmaneser III (859-829 BC) and this 
likely meant that Aram had little prospect of 
expanding to the north. Thus, they looked to 
the south and to Israel.

 Twice in this chapter Ahab was told that 
the Lord would grant him victory so that he 

would “know that I am the Lord” (vss. 13,28). Clearly, the Arameans did not 
know the Lord, for they thought he was localized deity (vs. 23), but the trage-
dy is that Israel did not know the Lord either. Even though the Lord twice gave 
Ahab victory , his treaty with Ben-hadad proved that he didn’t know the Lord.

 » Ben-hadad king of Aram (vs. 1). This appears to be a dynastic name as sev-
eral kings of Aram bear the name.

 » Their gods are gods of the mountains (vs. 23). this was in keeping with pa-
gan beliefs that deities were localized. Samaria, located in the hill country, 
was protected by a god of the hills, or so they thought.

 » New tactics (vs. 24). “The tactics that will be used for the second campaign 
are significantly different. In the first round the Aramean coalition attacked 
Samaria directly. This was intended as siege warfare. In the second phase 
the emphasis was not on starving the people out or on breaching the walls 
of a city, but on pitched battle in open terrain where the Arameans intend-
ed to take full advantage of their chariotry and cavalry. Whether because 
of the different battle tactics or because of the failure of the first campaign, 
the Arameans assigned a new group of field commanders and filled the 
ranks with new recruits.” (IVP Bible Background Commentary)

 » Ben-hadad’s appeal to Ahab (vs. 31). “Ben-Hadad is left with no alternative 
but to appeal to treaty loyalty, which he expects from Ahab (20:31). ‘Merci-
ful’ is a covenant term denoting loyalty to a relationship. Submission, made 
evident in their garments, is the basis of appeal to someone who can re-
spect agreements. Course black cloth attached to the waist is a sign of 
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penitence, a sign of suspension of normal activities to focus on critical rela-
tional matters. A rope on the head indicates servitude, either as a prisoner 
of war or as someone who has given up his rights to one who has the power 
of life and death.” (NIV Application Commentary)

 » Ahab’s mercy (vss. 32-33). “By referring to Ben-Hadad as his brother and 
taking him up into his chariot, Ahab is expressing his willingness to renegoti-
ate their former relationship.” (IVP Bible Background Commentary)

 » talent of silver (vs. 39). a talent of silver was ~ 100 times the price of a slave 
according to the Law (Exodus 21.32).

Judgment on Ahab (1Kings 21-22)
 1Kings 21.25 declares, “surely there was no one like Ahab who sold him-
self to do evil in in the sight of the Lord, because Jezebel his wife incited him.” 
This statement is made immediately following their treachery in dealing with 
Naboth, and to better understand their treachery we must first understand the 
importance of the land to Israel. First, the land was the inheritance of Israel and 
was divided first by tribes then by individual families in each tribe (Numbers 
26.52-56). And since the land was their in-
heritance, it was not to be transferred from 
one tribe to another (Numbers 36.7-8). 
Finally, consider the Lord’s words in Leviti-
cus 25.23, “‘The land, moreover, shall not 
be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; 
for you are but aliens and sojourners with 
Me.” The Lord went on to provide for how 
the land could be redeemed (vss. 24-28), 
but His point was clear: it was His land and the promised inheritance of His peo-
ple. And what He had provided for His people should remain theirs. Thus, Ahab 
and Jezebel didn’t just commit murder and theft, they deprived Naboth and his 
family of their rightful inheritance. And they would be judged for it!

 » Jezreelite (21.1). Jezreel was ~ 23 miles from Samaria.

 » Give me your vineyard (21.2). Israel’s king should have protected the rights 
of the people (see Deuteronomy 17.14-20), but God revealed that their 
kings would oppress them (1Samuel 8.14). Ahab’s request smacks of the 
latter.

 » The Lord forbid (21.3). See Numbers 26.52-56; Leviticus 25.23-28. 

 » Judgment pronounced (21.19). The fulfillment of this prophecy occurred in 
stages. First, Ahab’s blood was licked up by dogs (1Kings 22.38), but then his 
son Joram was cast on this ground (2Kings 9.25-26).
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 » Judgment pronounced on Jezebel (21.23). Fulfilled in 2Kings 9.30-37. 

 » Jehoshaphat (22.2). We will cover the king of Judah’s alliances with Ahab 
in greater detail in our next lesson. “It is generally assumed that the reason 
their alliance remained strong was because of the threat of the Assyrian 
king Shalmaneser III who was making his way westward. He finally posed a 
threat to southern Aram in 853, where he was met by a coalition of twelve 
western nations at the Battle of Qarqar. Shalmaneser lists Ahab of Israel 
and Hadadezer of Damascus as two of the most significant parties in the 
alliance which was led by Iarhuleni of Hamath. Qarqar is on the Orontes 
River about 150 miles north of Damascus, but only 25 miles north of Hamath. 
Though Shalmaneser claims victory, study of subsequent history suggests 
that the western coalition succeeded in their major objective. It was not 
until ten or twelve years later, after the confederacy had eroded, that Shal-
maneser finally shows any indication of control in the region. It is most likely 
the general success against Shalmaneser that gave Ahab the confidence 
to take military action against the Arameans and try to regain Ramoth Gile-
ad.” (IVP Bible Background Commentary)

 » Ramoth-gilead (22.3). Ben-hadad had not been faithful to his promise (see 
1Kings 20.34). “ It was an all-important city on the Transjordanian highway 
that connected Arabia and Aram. From this site a convenient ridge de-
scended to the Jordan Valley and over to Jezreel and Megiddo in the Jez-
reel Valley.” (ZIBBC). 

 » Micaiah (vs. 8). His name means “who is like Yahweh?” Possible he was the 
prophet who rebuked Ahab in 1Kings 20.42. 

 » Sheep which have no shepherd (22.17). depicts a lack of leadership that 
results in ruin (see Numbers 27.16-17; Zech. 13.7; Matthew 9.36; 26.31). It 
could be argued that Israel was already without a shepherd in that they 
were not following their true Shepherd (cf. Psalm 23).

 » Micaiah’s vision (vss. 19-23). “Prophetic visions are anthropomorphic. They 
do not always correspond to reality. Such visions are the vehicle used to 
convey a cardinal truth to the mind of the prophet. In this case the truth is 
that Ahab’s death in battle had been foreordained in the counsels of God, 
and that divine wisdom had devised a means for accomplishing this goal… 
Ahab wished to be guided by false prophets. The justice of God permitted 
him to be so guided.” (James Smith)

 » Man drew his bow at random (vs. 34). There was no escaping the Lord’s 
justice.

 » Dogs licked up his blood (vs. 38). A partial fulfillment of 1Kings 21.21-24. 



34

 The Scripture says of Ahab that he “did evil in the sight of the Lord more 
than all who were before him” (1Kings 16.30).  In our last lesson we looked at 
the rule of this wicked ruler of the northern kingdom, but significantly during 
Ahab’s reign there was a righteous king in the southern kingdom. Of Je-

hoshaphat the scripture says he “walked in the 
way of his father Asa and did not depart from 
it, doing right in the sight of the Lord” (2Chron. 
20.32). However, we will see that this faithful 
king had a blindspot: his wicked contemporary 
to the north.

 We noted that the reign of Jehoshaphat’s 
father, Asa, was typified by faithfulness to 
the Lord, even though he had significant ep-
isodes where he failed to trust his God. The 
last of these occurred at the close of Asa’s 
reign when he contracted a disease in his 
feet. Rather than seek the Lord, he turned to 
his physicians (2Chron. 16.12). It would seem 
that Jehoshaphat’s reign began at this point, 
a coregent rule with his father for 3 years until 
Asa’s death. Thus, even though Asa did not die 
until 870 B.C., Jehoshaphat’s reign likely began 
in 873 B.C.

Jehoshaphat took pride in the ways of 
the Lord 
 The reign of Jehoshaphat was a clear 
highpoint in the history of the southern king-
dom. His faithfulness to the Lord was such 
that the text says, “he took great pride in 
the ways of the Lord” (2Chron. 17.6 NASB95). 
Other translations read “his heart was coura-

geous in the ways of the Lord” (ESV) or “his heart took delight in the ways of 
the Lord” (NKJV). Regardless of translation, it is a glowing commendation of 

Lesson 6
Jehoshaphat’s Blindspot
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Jehoshaphat’s character. Let’s examine some of the ways which Jehoshaphat 
followed the ways of the Lord.

 » He followed the example of David (2Chron. 17.3) The NASB95 reads “he 
followed the example of his father David’s earlier days”. This could mark a 
contrast between David’s reign pre and post Bathsheba, but many believe 
that the reference is to his father Asa, who clearly possessed greater faith 
in the early portion of his reign. Regardless, the passage means that Je-
hoshaphat followed the righteous examples of others.

 » He did not seek the Baals, but the God of his father (2Chron. 17.3-4). The 
NIV reads “he did not consult the Baals” and that may better reflect the 
meaning of the passage. “‘Consulting’ refers to asking the deity for ora-
cles. This would usually occur at a shrine dedicated to the deity, and the 
oracle would be mediated by the priests of that deity. In the ancient world 
oracular answers were often given by diviners, who would read favorable 
or unfavorable answers in the entrails of a sacrificed animal. Even while the 
Israelites fully acknowledged Yahweh as their national patron deity, some 
were inclined to continue to associate Baal with fertility and to consult 
him regarding agricultural issues. Also on daily issues such as sickness and 
health, they sometimes chose to look for information from Baal rather than 
from Yahweh (see 2 Kings 1:2).” (IVP Bible Background Commentary)

 » He instructed the people in the Law of God (2Chron. 17.7-9; 19.4). In the 
days of Asa, the Lord spoke through Azariah and reminded the people of 
a time when “for many days Israel was without the true God and without 
a teaching priest and without law.” That was true of God’s people at sev-
eral point in their history, and was true of the northern kingdom since the 
priests and Levites had relocated to the south (See 2Chron. 11.13-17). Je-
hoshaphat took measures to insure that would not be true during his time! 
We read in 2Chron. 19.4 that Jehoshaphat’s efforts were not limited to Ju-
dah, but extended to “the hill country of Ephraim”.

 » He promoted justice among the people (2Chron. 19.5-11). The king’s zeal 
for the Law was also seen in his commitment to justice. He appointed judg-
es in all the cities (vs. 5) just as the Law prescribed (see Deuteronomy 16.18-
20). Furthermore, the Law specified that the priests would render verdict in 
difficult cases (Deuteronomy 17.8-13), thus Jehoshaphat also appointed 
priests for this purpose (vss. 8-11). Note that the king wasn’t interested in 
merely following the procedures of the Law, but their intent as well. Thus, he 
instructed the judges, “consider what you are doing, for you do not judge 
for man but for the Lord who is with you when you render judgment” (vs. 6). 

 Sadly, it’s important to note that while Jehoshaphat was dedicated to the 
Lord, his zeal didn’t necessarily translate to the rest of the people. Towards the 
end of his reign we read, “The high places, however, were not removed; the 
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people had not yet directed their hearts to the God of their fathers” (2Chron-
icles 20.33). This is important to keep in mind as we continue our study; faith-
ful kings such as Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah and Josiah could only do so much. 
They may have been faithful, but they could not force the people to give their 
hearts to the Lord. Tragically, the people did not.

The Lord established Jehoshaphat’s kingdom
 It should come as no surprise that Jehoshaphat’s faithfulness was reward-
ed by the Lord. We read, “So the LORD established the kingdom in his control, 
and all Judah brought tribute to Jehoshaphat, and he had great riches and 
honor” (2Chron. 17.5). The Lord not only established Jehoshaphat’s rule over 
Judah, but also brought the surrounding nations under his yoke (2Chron. 17.10-
11). “This tribute, together with statements of military fortifications, makes it clear 
that the Southern Kingdom now controls the caravan routes across the Arabah 
and Negev and on to the Coastal Highway, providing a lucrative source of tax 
and tribute income for Jehoshaphat’s administration. This economic and polit-
ical stability will in turn allow for further military strengthening, building projects, 
and governmental expansion.” (Zondervan Illustrated Bible Background Com-
mentary) Jehoshaphat’s might is further detailed in 2Chron. 17.12-19. 

Jehoshaphat’s blindspot: Ahab
 It would seem that at the beginning of his reign Jehoshaphat cast a wary 
eye toward Ahab, his northern contemporary. We read that Jehoshaphat 
“placed troops in all the fortified cities of Judah, 
and set garrisons in the land of Judah and in the 
cities of Ephraim which Asa his father had cap-
tured” (2Chronicles 17.2). However, this wariness 
would not last and we read that this godly king 
had one blindspot: he allied himself with the house 
of Ahab.

1. Jehoshaphat entered a marriage alliance with 
Ahab (2Chron. 18.1). Specifically, he chose 
Ahab’s daughter, Athaliah, for the bride of his 
son Jehoram (2Chron. 21.6). 

2. Jehoshaphat entered military alliances with 
Ahab’s house.

 » The first of these occurred when Ahab 
went to war with Aram over the disputed 
city of Ramoth-gilead (2Chron. 18). There 
may have been other geo-political factors Shalmaneser III
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involved in this alliance. The Assyrian king, Shalmaneser III, had greatly 
expanded his kingdom. However, he either suffered a defeat or had a 
stalemate against a confederation of kings, including Ahab. Now that 
the Assyrian threat was diminished, the nations of Israel and Judah may 
have allied to further secure and expand their own borders, casting their 
attention on the region of Aram to the north.

 » Jehoshaphat would also ally with Jehoram, the second of Ahab’s sons to 
rule over Israel. This was after Moab rebelled against Israel and is record-
ed in 2Kings 3.4-27. 

3. Jehoshaphat entered into a trade alliance with 
Ahaziah (2Chronicles 20.35-37; 1Kings 22.47-49). 
Ahaziah was the first son of Ahab to rule over Isra-
el. At this time Edom was still under Judean con-
trol, so the plan was to sale ships from Ezion-geber 
(at the head of the Gulf of Aqaba) down the Red 
Sea to Ophir in south Arabia. 

 Jehoshaphat’s affection for Ahab and his house 
was a blight on an otherwise glowing resume. As one 
author put it, “His penchant for involvement with his 
ungodly colleagues from the north is beyond expla-
nation, for he neither needed the relationship nor ever 
gained anything from it but sorrow.” (Eugene Merrill, 
Kingdom of Priests 360-361). The Lord made His dis-
pleasure known in several ways.

 » The Lord rebuked Jehoshaphat through His prophets. Jehu rebuked the king 
when he allied with Ahab against Aram (2Chron. 19.1-3) and Eliezer when 
Jehoshaphat allied with Ahaziah (2Chron. 20.37). 

 » Judah was invaded by the Moabites and Ammonites (2Chron. 20). The 
text does not say that this invasion was a result Jehoshaphat’s alliance with 

Ahab, but it’s a stark contrast to what was 
said earlier: “the dread of the Lord was on all 
the kingdoms of the lands which were around 
Judah” (2Chron. 17.10). It is likely that Israel’s 
defeat at the hands of the Arameans em-
boldened Moab and Ammon. 

 » And then there are the lasting conse-
quences which would result from the mar-
riage alliance, consequences we will discuss 
further in our next lesson.
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“He did evil in the sight of the LORD and 
walked in the way of his father and in the 
way of his mother and in the way of Je-
roboam the son of Nebat, who caused 

Israel to sin.” 
(1 Kings 22:52, NASB95)

“He walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, just as the house of Ahab did (for 
Ahab’s daughter was his wife), and he 

did evil in the sight of the LORD.” 
(2 Chronicles 21:6, NASB95)

 One might assume that both of the pre-
ceding verses were written to describe kings of 
Israel, a kingdom whose rulers never followed 
in the ways of the Lord. While the first passage 
describes the character of Ahab’s son Aha-
ziah, the second refers to Jehoshaphat’s son, 
Jehoram, who ruled over Judah. As we noted 
in our last lesson, godly Jehoshaphat had an 
affinity for Ahab’s family, and allied the two 
kingdoms through marriage (2Chron. 18.1). 
Thus Ahab’s evil influence would be felt in both 
Israel and Judah. In this lesson we will cover a 
period of approximately 20 years, dark years 
when Ahab’s descendants ruled in the two 
kingdoms. 

Ahab’s Legacy in Israel
 Ahaziah was the first son of Ahab to reign over Israel (1Kings 22.51-53; 
2Kings 1). He continued in the evil ways of his parents and of Jeroboam. Thus, 
the text says that he “provoked the Lord to anger”, resulting in a reign that last-
ed only 2 years. As you read 2Kings 1 note the following:

Lesson 7
Ahab’s Legacy
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 » Moab rebelled (vs. 1): geopolitics continued to influence the kingdoms 
of Israel and Judah. Assyria’s expansion took a brief pause following the 
stalemate between the forces of Shalmaneser and the combined forc-
es of Aram, Israel and others in the days of Ahab. With Assyria no longer 
threatening, the uneasy coalition between Aram and Israel crumbled and 
warfare resumed. Ahab perished in a battle for Ra-
moth-gilead (1Kings 22). With his demise, Moab took 
opportunity to rebel. This rebellion is preserved in the 
Moabite Stone: “I am Mesha, son of Kemosh[yatti], 
the king of Moab, the Daybonite. My father ruled 
over Moab 30 years, and I ruled after my father. 
And I made this high place for Kemosh in Qarho, 
a high place of salvation, because he has saved 
me from all the kings and because he caused me 
to prevail over all my enemies. Now Omri, king of 
Israel oppressed Moab many days, for Kemosh was 
angry with his land. And his son succeeded him, 
and he also said, “I will oppress Moab.” In my days 
he spoke this, but I prevailed over him and over his 
house. Now Israel utterly perished forever. Now Omri 
had taken possession of the land of Madaba. And he dwelt in it his days 
and half the days of his son, 40 years, but Kemosh restored it in my days.” 

 » “inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron” (vs. 2): to “inquire” would involve 
divination and other practices forbidden by God (Lev. 19.31). “The god 
mentioned here in connection with that city is the Canaanite storm and fer-
tility deity Baal-Hadad, in one of his many localized manifestations. Here he 
is Baal-Zebub, which would most naturally be taken to mean “Baal/lord of 
the flies.” If this is correct, it is in all likelihood a deliberate Israelite corruption 
of “Baal-Zebul” (“Baal the prince”), intended to express the biblical authors’ 
scorn of or hostility toward this “deity.” (ZIBBC)

 » “let fire come down from heaven” (vs. 10): Baal, as god of the storm, was 
believed to have fire at his disposal. Thus, Elijah’s calling down fire from 
heaven was intended to show the superiority of Jehovah.

 Ahaziah’s brief reign and quick death meant that he had no heir, thus the 
throne passed to his brother, Jehoram (2Kings 1.17-18; 2Kings 3-8). Jehoram’s 12 
year reign (3.1) included many of the events in Elisha’s ministry. Time and space 
will not allow us to consider all of those in this lesson, but we will draw some im-
portant principles from them at the conclusion. For a more detailed study, visit 
https://builtbyhim.com/category/days-of-elijah/ 

 Significantly, the text says of Jehoram, “He did evil in the sight of the LORD, 

Moabite Stone



40

though not like his father and his mother; for he put away the sacred pillar of 
Baal which his father had made. Nevertheless, he clung to the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin; he did not depart from them.” (2 
Kings 3:2–3, NASB95) Following the wickedness of Ahab and Ahaziah, we might 
see this as progress, but not the Lord. He requires complete commitment to 
His ways, not partial reforms. Thus, the judgment that the Lord had decreed 
against Ahab following the murder of Naboth (1Kings 21.21-24) would occur in 
the days of Jehoram. We will consider this further in our next lesson as we focus 
on Jehu and his dynasty.

Ahab’s Legacy in Judah
 Reading of the continued apostasy in the northern kingdom is tragic 
enough, but even more heartbreaking is the evil that spread in Judah following 
the reign of righteous Jehoshaphat. As we’ve noted before the kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel were allied in marriage as Jehoram (son of Jehoshaphat) mar-
ried Athaliah (daughter of Ahab and Jezebel). Jehoram’s wicked and bloody 
reign would last only 8 years (2Chronicles 21). Note the following as you read 
the text:

 » killed his brothers (vs. 4): fratricide was a fairly common practice in the an-
cient near east as the heir to the throne would eliminate any potential ri-
vals. Jehoram was no better than the surrounding nations, he certainly did 
not act as the true heir of David and Jehoshaphat.

 » Lord was not willing to destroy the house of David (vs. 7): the Lord’s displea-
sure with Jehoram is evident from the following verses, but this verse serves 
as a reminder of the enduring faithfulness of the Lord. He would not fail to 
keep the promise which He made to David (see 2Samuel 7.12-13). 

 » Rebellion and invasion (vss. 8-10, 16-17): Je-
horam’s rebellion against the Lord resulted in 
the rebellion of the subjugated nations. Libnah 
(vs. 10) was an important city near the Phi-
listine border. As you can see from the map, 
Judah was surrounded by enemies. 

 » Jehoahaz (vs. 17): later known as Ahaziah 
(22.1). The line of David hung by a thread as 
only one male descendant remained!

 Matters in Judah would only worsen! Ahaziah took the throne after his fa-
ther’s painful death, but he reigned only 1 year (2Chronicles 22.1-9). His reign is 
summed up in vss. 3-4, “He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his 
mother was his counselor to do wickedly. He did evil in the sight of the LORD like 
the house of Ahab, for they were his counselors after the death of his father, to 
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his destruction.” He would perish, along with his uncle who ruled in Israel, at the 
hand of Jehu.

 Ahab’s legacy ended with Athaliah, his daughter, who seized the throne 
of Judah following the death of her son (2Chronicles 22.10-12). Her wickedness 
knew no bounds as she killed her own grandchildren to secure the throne! Yet 
God secured His promise as one descendant of David was hidden in the one 
place wicked queen Athaliah would never visit: the house of God!

But God Still Reigns!
 As we’ve seen, Ahab’s evil influence had tragic consequences in both 
Israel and Judah, but the text also offers reassurance that the Lord remained 
enthroned on high! The narratives surrounding the work of Elisha, successor to 
Elijah, are instrumental in demonstrating Jehovah’s continuing sovereignty over 
the nations. In 2Kings 3 we read how Moab rebelled against Israel. Jehoram 
allied with Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom, but as they marched to war 
they became concerned with the lack of water. However, the Lord promised 
through Elisha that, “You shall not see wind nor shall you see rain; yet that valley 
shall be filled with water, so that you shall drink, both you and your cattle and 
your beasts. ‘This is but a slight thing in the sight of the LORD; He will also give 
the Moabites into your hand.” (2Kings 3.17-18). 

 Much more attention is paid to Israel’s continuing conflict with Aram, but 
each encounter further illustrated the Lord’s sovereignty. Consider:

 » The Lord’s healing of Naaman (2Kings 5) not 
only demonstrated the Lord’s mercy to the 
nations, but showed Jehovah’s superiority to 
the gods of Syria.

 » The king of Aram sought to capture Elisha in 
2Kings 6. Elisha’s servant was at the point of 
despair, but God’s superiority was made evi-
dent: “So he answered, ‘Do not fear, for those 
who are with us are more than those who 
are with them.’ Then Elisha prayed and said, 
‘O LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may 
see.’ And the LORD opened the servant’s eyes and he saw; and behold, 
the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” (2Kings 
6.16-17). 

 » Aram besieged Samaria, resulting in famine and cannibalism (2Kings 6.24-
33). However, the next chapter relates how the Lord delivered the city and 
provided for the people.

 » Finally, the Lord had instructed Elijah to anoint Elisha as his successor, Jehu 
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as king of Israel and Hazael as king of Aram (1Kings 19.15-17). Elisha would 
complete this mission, anointing Hazael in 2Kings 8.7-15. Hazael would inflict 
much destruction on Israel, but this was the Lord’s doing!

 God’s continuing sovereignty was also evident in the prophecy of Obadi-
ah. This prophecy contains God’s complaint against, and judgment of, Edom. 
While no chronological information is given, many conservative scholars date it 
to the time of Edom’s rebellion in the days of Jehoram (2Chronicles 21.8-10). Re-
gardless of the date, the importance of the message is evident; Edom’s military 
successes against Judah did not mean that Jehovah had failed. Quite the op-
posite: Edom would be held accountable and punished (Obadiah 1-9). Edom’s 
judgement was assured because “the day of the Lord draws near on all the 
nations” (vs. 15). And what of God’s people?

Obadiah 17–21 (NASB95)
17 “But on Mount Zion there will be those who escape,

And it will be holy.

And the house of Jacob will possess their possessions.
18 “Then the house of Jacob will be a fire

And the house of Joseph a flame;

But the house of Esau will be as stubble.

And they will set them on fire and consume them,

So that there will be no survivor of the house of Esau,”

For the LORD has spoken.
19 Then those of the Negev will possess the mountain of Esau,

And those of the Shephelah the Philistine plain;

Also, possess the territory of Ephraim and the territory of Samaria,

And Benjamin will possess Gilead.
20 And the exiles of this host of the sons of Israel,

Who are among the Canaanites as far as Zarephath,

And the exiles of Jerusalem who are in Sepharad

Will possess the cities of the Negev.
21 The deliverers will ascend Mount Zion

To judge the mountain of Esau,

And the kingdom will be the LORD’S.  
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 The story of Jehu ties together two declarations from the Lord which were 
made during Ahab’s reign. First, the Lord had commissioned Elijah to anoint 
Jehu as king over Israel (1Kings 19.16). Second, the Lord declared that Ahab, 

Jezebel and all of their family would suffer a 
violent and bloody end (1Kings 21.17-24). Jehu 
would be anointed as king, and he would 
bring about God’s justice on Ahab’s family. As 
reward, Jehu would found the longest dynasty 
(five generations dating from 841 to 753 B.C.) 
in the history of the northern kingdom.

God’s judgment on Ahab & Baal (2Kings 
9.1-10.28) 

 Ahab and his wife Jezebel had intro-
duced Baal worship into the national life of 
Israel, so it was only fitting that the Lord used 
Jehu to execute His wrath against Ahab, his 
house and the worship of Baal. Ahab had 
already died, fulfilling a portion of the Lord’s 
prophecy against Ahab’s house (see 1Kings 
21.21-24; 22.37-38), but Jehu would fulfill the 
rest.

 2Kings 8.28-29 sets the stage for Jehu’s 
vengeance on Ahab’s house. Hazael had 
usurped the Syrian throne (see 1Kings 19.15; 
2Kings 8.7-15) and we went to war with Israel 
for control of Ramoth-gilead. Jehoram, king of 
Israel, was wounded in the fight and was re-
moved to Jezreel. While there he was paid a 
visit by his nephew Ahaziah, king of Judah.

Note the following as you read the text:

 » “I have anointed you king over Israel” (9.3): fulfills 1Kings 19.16. 

Lesson 8
Jehu’s Dynasty
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 » “You shall strike the house of Ahab” (9.7-10): fulfills 1Kings 21.17-24). 

 » “Jehu is king!” (9.13). It could be that Ahab and his house were not well 
liked among the people of Israel. Note how many were willing to join in the 
uprising against his house:

• The servants of Ahab were quick to proclaim Jehu as king (9.13)

• The messengers of Joram fell-in behind Jehu (9.18-19)

• Officials of Jezreel threw Jezebel down to her death (9.32-33)

• The guardians of Ahab’s 70 sons slew them and proclaimed Jehu as 
their king (10.1-11)

• Jehonadab joined himself to Jehu in order to eradicate the house of 
Ahab and the prophets of Baal (10.15ff)

 » Jehu slays Joram, king of Israel 
(2Kings 9.14-26)

 » “property of Naboth the Jez-
reelite” (9.21-26). it was follow-
ing the murder of Naboth that 
the Lord pronounced judg-
ment on Ahab’s house and 
foretold that justice would be 
executed at Naboth’s vine-
yard (1Kings 21.19).

 » Jehu slays Ahaziah, king of 
Judah (2Kings 9.27-28)

 » Jezebel is thrown down to her 
death (2Kings 9.30-37)

• “painted her eyes and adorned her head and looked out the window” 
(vs.30): “It is intriguing nonetheless that her posture echoes the “woman 
in the window” motif found on carved ivory plaques from various ancient 
Near Eastern sites, which may represent the goddess Astarte, one of the 
consorts of Baal. In this case, Jezebel is represented as the very incarna-
tion of the religion she brought into Israel from Sidon.” (ZIBBC)

• “Is it well, Zimri, your master’s murderer?” (vs. 31): “Her point was that just 
as Zimri had destroyed Baasha’s dynasty by murder, but paid for his act 
of defiance seven days later by having to burn down the palace at Tir-
zah over his own head (1 Kings 16:9–20), so Jehu would no doubt have to 
pay with his life.” (Kaiser 340)

 » Ahab’s 70 sons are slain (2Kings 10.1-11)

• “there shall fall to the earth nothing of the word of the Lord” (vs. 10): Je-
hu’s commitment to fulfilling the Lord’s word is commendable, yet sadly 
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it would not hold true in all things (see vs. 29).

• “and all his great men and his acquaintances” (vs. 11): Jehu undertook 
a complete regime change, leaving no-one who was loyal to Ahab.

 » * Relatives of Ahaziah are slain (2Kings 10.12-14)

 » * Rest of Ahab’s house in Samaria is slain (2Kings 10.15-17)

• Jehonadab the son of Rechab (vs. 15): a man who’s descendants would 
be commended for their faithfulness to his instructions (see Jeremiah 35). 

 » Baal prophets are slain (2Kings 10.18-28)  

Jehu’s failure to establish his house (2Kings 10.29-36) 
 Jehu was zealous to fulfill the 
Lord’s will in regards to destroying 
the house of Ahab (2Kings 10.10), 
but sadly that didn’t mean he was 
committed to the Lord. He may have 
eradicated Baal worship (vs. 28), but 
he continued in the apostasy which 
began under Jeroboam (vs. 29,31). 
As a result, Jehu would be granted a 
dynasty which lasted for four gener-
ations after him, but his house would 
not endure (vs. 30). 

 The new king’s failure to be 
“careful to walk in the law of the 
Lord” (vs. 31) had immediate results 
for his kingdom as the Syrians gained 
much territory (vss. 32-33). Israel, 
without the protection of the Lord 
was subject to the geopolitics of the 
region, and not just to the Syrians. 
Scriptures don’t record this event, 
but the black obelisk of Shalmanes-
er records how Jehu was forced 
to pay tribute to the Assyrian king. 
One panel of the obelisk shows Jehu 
bowing before Shalmaneser with 
the caption, “The tribute of Jehu, 
son of Omri: I received from him silver, gold, a golden bowl, a golden vase with 
pointed bottom, golden tumblers, golden buckets, tin, a staff for a king, and 
javelins.” The Assyrian king had defeated Hazael of Syria, but soon Shalmaneser 

Upper left: Hazael’s invasion of eastern tribes
Upper right and below: Black Obelisk of 
Shalmaneser III
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would be forced to deal with uprisings closer to home, freeing Hazael to turn his 
attention toward Israel. Jehu’s thorough regime change (see 10.11) left Israel 
unable to respond. The Lord could have protected Israel, but Jehu’s unfaithful-
ness had left him without his greatest protector.

Jehoahaz and Jehoash (2Kings 13; 14.8-14) 
 Four descendants of Jehu would rule over Israel, but we’ll consider only 
the first two as we conclude this lesson. Jehoahaz (2Kings 13.1-9) continued in 
his father’s practice of following in the evil practices of Jeroboam, thus he was 
continually afflicted by Hazael of Syria (vss. 2-3). However, the Lord’s compas-
sion and mercy were evident as Jehovah heard the king’s petition (vs. 4).

 An unnamed “deliverer” is mentioned in vs. 5, and while Scripture does 
not identify this person, history would indicate the intervention of the new king 
of Assyria, Adad-nirari III. He “began to launch his campaigns to the west in 805 
B.C., an event that resulted in the subjugation of Hazael and relief for Israel. 
Israel was forced to pay tribute to Adad-nirari III, along with Tyre, Sidon, Edom, 
and Philistia. But they were spared the crushing blow that the Assyrian delivered 
to Damascus. So wounded was Damascus that it gave Israel an opportunity to 
rebuild.” Israel was delivered, but Jehoahaz’s continued unfaithfulness left the 
kingdom severely weakened (vss. 6-7). 

 Jehoash (2Kings 13.10-25) continued in the evil practices of his father Je-
hoahaz and grandfather Jehu, but the Lord continued to grant Israel relief from 
Aram. Assyria continued to assert its dominance in the region, keeping the 
forces of Aram occupied. During this time the prophet Elisha was about to die 
when Jehoash paid him a visit. This man of God conveyed to the king that God 
would grant him three victories over the Syrians, although he could have had 
more if he’d demonstrated greater faith in the Lord (vss. 14-25). 
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““When your days are complete and you lie 
down with your fathers, I will raise up your de-
scendant after you, who will come forth from 

you, and I will establish his kingdom. “He shall 
build a house for My name, and I will establish 

the throne of his kingdom forever.” 

(2 Samuel 7:12–13, NASB95)

 The Lord’s promise to David serves as one 
of the most important Messianic prophesies 
in the Bible. And while its ultimate fulfillment 
would be in Jesus Christ, the son of David (Mat-
thew 1.1), God was also careful to keep His 
promise so long as there was a physical king-
dom. Thus, while He ripped away ten tribes 
from Solomon, his heir would still reign over Ju-
dah “for the sake of My servant David” (1Kings 
11.13). 

 Roughly 100 years had elapsed by the 
time we come to 2Kings 11 and 2Chronicles 
23. God had kept His promise, but as we not-
ed in our study of Ahab’s legacy, David’s line 
was being threatened in Judah. Jehoram, son 
of righteous Jehoshaphat, slew all of his broth-
ers (2Chronicles 21.4) and then had all of his 
heirs, save one, taken captive by the Philistines 
and Arabs (2Chronicles 22.16-17). And when 
Ahaziah was slain by Jehu he was succeed-
ed by his mother Athaliah, daughter of Ahab, 
who promptly killed all of her grandchildren 

(2Chronicles 22.10). Only one child escaped (2Chronicles 22.11-12); the line of 
David was in peril. But God is faithful!

Joash & The Preserving of David’s Line (2Chronicles 23 2Kings 11) 
 Athaliah’s wicked reign would last six years (2Chronicles 22.12) during 

Lesson 9
David’s Line Preserved
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which time David’s lone remaining descendant, Joash, was being hidden by 
the faithful in the Temple. However, when Joash reached the age of seven, 
Jehoiada the priest deemed the time right to restore David’s line to its rightful 
place. “Behold, the king’s son shall reign, as the Lord has spoken concerning 
the sons of David” (2Chronicles 23.3). Note the following as you read the text:

 » Some of the captains of hundreds (2Chronicles 23.1) are described as 
“Carites” (2Kings 11.4). These were part of David’s bodyguard (see 2Samuel 
20.23) and may have been mercenary troops from Crete or Philistia.

 » “as the Lord has spoken concerning the sons of David” (2Chronicles 23.3): 
Jehoiada bases this covenant on the Lord’s promise to David in 2Samuel 
7.12-13. 

 » Position of Levites (2Chronicles 23.4-5): the royal 
palace was in close proximity to the Temple, sep-
arated by a wall. Jehoida insures that Levites and 
priests, those loyal to the king, would be in posi-
tion to secure the Temple, the royal palace and 
the gate that separated the two. 

 » “gave him the testimony” (2Chronicles 23.11) This 
act shows Jehoiada’s recognition that the king 
was to be guided by God’s word (see Deuterono-
my 17.18-20). 

 » “king was standing by his pillar at the entrance” 
(2Chronicles 23.13): Likely one of the two pillars 
mentioned in the construction of the Temple (see 
1Kings 7.15-22,41-42). One was named Jachin (“he shall establish”) the oth-
er Boaz (“in it is strength”).

 » “Let her not be put to death in the house of the Lord” (2Chronicles 23.14): 
tragically, as we will see Jehoiada’s regard for the sanctity of the Lord’s 
house would not be shared by Joash.

 » “Jehoiada made a covenant” (2Chronicles 23.16): Jehoiada not only re-
newed the covenant between all the people and the Lord, but between 
the people and the king (2Kings 11.17). 

 » “house of Baal” (2Chronicles 23.17) only reference to such a temple in Ju-
dah, but unsurprising given the ~15 years Ahab’s family ruled in Jerusalem. 
Just as Jehu’s purge of Ahab’s family in Israel involved the eradication of 
Baal worship, the death of Athaliah was followed by the eradication of 
Baal worship.

Joash’s Faithfulness & Apostasy; His Good & Wicked Counselors 
(2Chronicles 24 2Kings 12) 
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 No king since Solomon swung so completely from faithfulness to apostasy 
as Joash. He went from taking great care to restore the Lord’s Temple, to mur-
dering the son of his mentor and protector. Significantly, Joash’s faithfulness 
depended on who was his counselor; faithful during the days of Jehovah, apos-
tate when other counselors took over. Ultimately, Joash would be faced with 
the reality that “because you have forsaken the Lord, He has also forsaken you” 
(2Chronicles 24.20).  Note the following as you read the text: 

 » “reigned forty years” (2Chronicles 24.1): “Joash’s long reign (ca. 835–796 
B.C.) overlaps with Jehu and Jehoahaz in the Northern Kingdom and re-
flects a time of Aramean resurgence under Hazael and Ben-Hadad and 
continued strength in Assyria, particularly under the rule of Shalmaneser III 
and Adad-nirari III.” (Zondervan Illustrated Bible Background Commentary)

 » “all the days of Jehoiada the priest” (2Chronicles 24.2): as we will note, 
Joash’s faithfulness would not extend beyond the life of Jehoiada.

 » Money collected to repair the Temple (2Chronicles 24.4-6; 2Kings 12.4-5): 
this would include payments from the census (Exodus 30.11-16) and pay-
ments related to vows (Leviticus 27). 

 » “Levites did not act quickly” (2Chronicles 24.5): according to 2Kings 12.6 
the repairs were still not completed by the 23rd year of Joash’s reign. 

 » Jehoiada’s death (2Chronicles 24.15-16): Jehoida would have been born 
in 940 B.C. and would have been old enough to remember when Solomon 
died. Note that he was granted a royal burial.

 » “officials of Judah” (2Chronicles 24.17): Remember, Ahab’s family ruled 
over Judah for almost 15 years and so it may have been that these officials 
had been influenced by their wickedness.

 » He sent prophets (2Chronicles 24.19): an act of mercy and grace from the 
Lord.

 » Death of Zechariah, son of Jehoiada (2Chronicles 24.20-22): See Matthew 
23.34-35. Contrast with 23.14… wicked Athaliah would not be killed in the 
Temple, but righteous Zedekiah would!

 » “army of the Arameans came up 
against him” (2Chronicles 24.23): 
“The capture of the Philistine city 
of Gath (see 8:22) in fact presup-
poses that Hazael could move 
at will through Israelite territory to 
the north. The campaign is best 
explained in terms of an attempt 
by Damascus to gain control over 
the western part of the incense 
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trade that in later times came from south Arabia via the Wadi Arabah to 
southern Philistia. It is best dated during the reign of Jehu’s son Jehoahaz (c. 
815–799), who, according to 13:1–7, 22–23, fared even worse than his father 
at the hands of Aram and thus provided no bulwark of defense (conscious 
or unconscious) for Judah.” (ZIBBC)

 » “destroyed all the officials...” (2Chronicles 24.23) God’s judgment against 
the very people who turned Joash to idols (see vs. 17).

 » “did not bury him in the tombs of the kings” (2Chronicles 24.25) contrast 
with Jehoiada’s burial (vs. 16)

The Reign of Amaziah (2Chronicles 25; 2Kings 14.1-20) 
 Sadly, the adage “like father, like son” proved true with Amaziah. The gen-
eral character of his early reign was characterized by righteousness (2Chron-
icles 25.2), but not only would he turn to idols (2Chronicles 25.14) but would 
become consumed by pride… to his detriment. Note the following as you read 
the text:

 » “reigned twenty-nine years” (2Chronicles 25.1): “last twenty-four years of 
Amaziah’s reign were in a coregency with his son Uzziah.” (Kaiser 350)

 » “did not put their children to death” (2Chronicles 25.4): see Deuteronomy 
24.16. 

 » Mercenary troops from Israel (2Chronicles 25.6-9): it would seem that Amazi-
ah was placing his trust in military might, but he demonstrated enough trust 
to dismiss the Israelite troops even though it came at great expense. Yet, he 
believed that “the Lord has much more to give you than this” (vs. 9). 

 » “raided the cities of Judah” (2Chronicles 25.13): note their anger at being 
dismissed in vs. 10. 

 » “from Samaria to Beth-horon 
(2Chronicles 25.13): “This surprising 
information must be construed to 
mean that Judean colonies ex-
isted here and there throughout 
the northern kingdom. Perhaps 
these were the towns in Israel that 
Asa had captured; they may also 
have been the towns to which 
Jehoshaphat had sent priests and 
Levites as teachers (see 15:8; 17:2; 
19:4).” (Kingdom of Priests 386)
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 » “gods of the sons of Seir” (2Chronicles 25.14): “The honoring or adoption 
of the gods of other peoples (even conquered peoples) was common in 
the ancient Near East. In the case of warfare, the victorious army would 
even refer to the help of the deity of the conquered people in his summa-
ry of victory, as with the Persian general Cyrus acknowledging the help of 
the Babylonian god Marduk in his taking of Babylon. Similarly, the Assyrian 
king Shalmaneser III paused at Aleppo to give homage to the Syrian storm 
god Hadad (Adad) during one of his military campaigns. The taking of an 
enemy idol was considered a way to gain the favor of that deity (with the 
mind-set that favor with as many gods as possible is ideal).” (ZIBBC)

 » “Come, let us face each other” (2Chronicles 25.17): “Amaziah obviously 
believed that this massacre was tolerated, if not encouraged, by Jehoash, 
for he immediately challenged the king of Israel to a confrontation (25:17, 
cf. 21).” (KOP 386)

 » Beth-shemesh (2Chronicles 25.21): “Beth Shemesh, an important town on 
the northwest border of Judah, about twenty miles from Jerusalem, that sat 
in the Valley of Sorek and guarded the pass from the Philistine plain.” (ZIB-
BC)

 » “lived fifteen years after the death of Joash” (2Chronicles 25.25): “Both the 
author of Kings and the Chronicler stress that Amaziah outlived Jehoash by 
fifteen years (2 Kings 14:17; 2 Chron. 25:25). This may be their oblique way of 
suggesting that Amaziah’s release from Israelite control is to be tied in with 
the death of his captor” (KOP 387)
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 When Abram first arrived at Shechem in 
Canaan, the Lord appeared to him and prom-
ised, “to your descendants I will give this land” 
(Genesis 12.7). Later, the Lord defined the bor-
ders of the land which He would give to Abra-
ham’s descendants: “To your descendants I 
have given this land, From the river of Egypt as 
far as the great river, the river Euphrates” (Gen-
esis 15.18).  The Lord was faithful to His prom-
ise and we read that “Solomon ruled over all 
the kingdoms from the River to the land of the 
Philistines and to the border of Egypt” (1Kings 
4.21). 

 However, by this point in our study of the 
Divided Kingdom the glorious days of Solomon 
were in the distant past. As king after king in 
both Israel and Judah led the people into ei-
ther outright apostasy or half-hearted fealty to 
the Lord, they steadily lost territory and power. 
Recently in our study we saw how Hazael took 
all of Israel’s territory on the eastern side of the 
Jordan (2Kings 10.32) and how the army of Je-
hoahaz was reduced to 50 horsemen, 10 chari-
ots and 10,000 infantry (2Kings 13.7). 

 In this lesson we will study how both Israel 
and Judah experienced one final period of 
prosperity, as the Lord blessed them with both 
peace and wealth. However, these blessings 
from God did not engender loyalty or faithful-

ness from the rulers and citizens of the kingdoms. 

Geopolitical Situation
 To understand how God changed the fortunes of both Israel and Judah 
we need to examine what was happening in the nations surrounding them, 

Lesson 10
Prosperity & Decay
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particularly Assyria and Aram (Syria). Significantly, we’ve not had much to say 
about Egypt due to the fact that a series of weak rulers and internal problem 
had severely weakened this once mighty nation. The Assyrian Empire deter-
mined much of what happened in Judah and Israel. We noted in our study of 
Ahab how Assyria had 
been expanding its ter-
ritory during the reign of 
Shalmaneser III (858-824 
BC), leading to an alliance 
between Israel and Aram. 
However, that alliance was 
broken once Assyrian pow-
er in the region waned. 
Aram quickly took advan-
tage of the situation and 
was a plague to both Isra-
el and Judah, taking terri-
tory and decimating their 
forces (see 2Kings 10.32; 
12.17-18; 13.7. 

 Israel’s low point 
came during the days 
Jehoahaz, but at that time 
“the Lord gave Israel a deliverer, so that they escaped from under the hand 
of the Arameans” (2Kings 13.5). This deliverer was not named in Scripture, but 
history would point to a new Assyrian king, Adadnirari III (810-783 BC), who re-
sumed Assyria’s expansion and handed the Syrians (Aram) a series of defeats. 
Assyrian power waned once again following the reign of Adadnirari III, but this 
time Aram was so weakened that it left Israel and Judah free to expand. The 
reigns of Jeroboam II (793-753 BC) in Israel and Uzziah (792-740) in Judah oc-
cured at this time.

Jeroboam II’s Reign in Israel (2Kings 14.23-29) 
 Recall that the Lord promised Jehu that 4 generations of his descendants 
would reign because of his faithfulness in executing God’s judgment on Ahab’s 
family and Baal (2Kings 10.30). Jeroboam II (to distinguish from Jeroboam, first 
king of Israel) was the third descendant to assume the throne of Israel. Note the 
following as you read the text:

 » “did evil in the sight of the Lord” (vs. 24): important to note that Israel’ pros-
perity was not the result of faithfulness, but because of the Lord’s grace 
(note vss. 26-27). 
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 » “He restored the border of Israel” 
(vs. 25): Hamath “was situated in 
central Syria at the place where 
the main road from the north 
crossed the Orontes River, about 
133 miles north of Damascus” (ZIB-
BC). The Sea of Arabah was the 
Dead Sea. Note that Jeroboam 
restored the northern border to 
that of Solomon’s day (1Kings 
8.65). 

 » Jonah… of Gath-hepher (vs. 25): 
this prophet is better known to us for his commission to go preach to Nine-
vah, and we will consider him more in our next lesson. However, God also 
used him to proclaim his mercy to Israel (vss. 26-27). 

Uzziah’s Reign in Judah (2Kings 14.21-22; 15.1-7; 2Chronicles 26) 
 Uzziah’s grandfather (Joash) and father (Amaziah) had both begun their 
reigns by faithfully following the Lord, yet rebelled against Him later in their 
reigns. Tragically, Uzziah would continue this pattern. Note the following as you 
read the text:

 » “sixteen years old, and made him king...” (2Chronicles 26.1): “Uzziah was 
apparently made king in the aftermath of Amaziah’s imprisonment in Sa-
maria and had a lengthy coregency with Amaziah (the first twenty-five 
years out of his fifty-five-year reign). In addition, Uzziah coreigned with his 
son Jotham during the final decade of his reign (ca. 750–740 B.C.)” (Zonder-
van Illustrated Bible Background Commentary)

 » Eloth (2Chronicles 26.2): located on the Gulf of Aqaba (the Red Sea) and 
part of Solomon’s kingdom (1Kings 9.26). “It stood at the southern end of 
the great King’s Highway that ran all the way north through the Transjordan 
to Damascus and facilitated trade connections especially with southern 

Arabia.” (ZIBBC)

 » “continued to seek God in 
the days of Zechariah” (2Chroni-
cles 26.5): likely refers to the son of 
Jehoida who was killed by Joash 
(2Chronicles 24.17-22). Uzziah would 
have been 11 years old when this 
prophet was murdered.

 » Uzziah’s prosperity (2Chronicles 
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26.10-15): as you read the various ways in which Uzziah prospered, consider 
1Samuel 8.10-18. Was the king prospering at the expense of the people?

 » “he entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar of incense” 
(2Chronicles 26.16): In his pride Uzziah attempted to assume the role of 
priest, even as Jeroboam had done (see 1Kings 13.1). This was a direct vio-
lation of God’s Law (Numbers 3.10; 16.40). 

 » “leprosy broke out on his forehead” (2Chronicles 26.19): this is not the only 
time in Scripture that leprosy was a punishment for sin (see 2Kings 5.25-27). 
As such, physical uncleanness (Lev. 13.46) would match the spiritual un-
cleanness. This probably contributed to the notion that all leprosy was the 
result of sin (see Luke 5.12). 

Physical Prosperity, But Moral Decay
 We’ve already seen in our study that physical prosperity did not result 
faithfulness. The severity of the problem is seen in the messages of the prophets. 
We read that Isaiah prophesied in the days of Uzziah (2Chronicles 26.21), and 
while we will consider his work and that of his contemporary Micah in future les-
sons, let’s note a few of their messages as we conclude this lesson.

1. Isaiah noted the wealth of the people, but that wealth would be taken 
away (Isaiah 3.18ff). 

2. Of great concern was how the wealthy were oppressing the poor among 
them (Isaiah 1.23; 3.13-15; 5.8; 10.1-2; Micah 3.1-3). 

3. Even though the borders of the kingdom were expanded by Jeroboam II 
and Uzziah, both prophets looked forward to a greater Kingdom (Isaiah 2.2-
4; Micah 4.1-8). 
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 In our last study we saw how both king-
doms prospered during the reigns of Jeroboam 
II in Israel and Uzziah in Judah. However, from 
the time of Jeroboam II’s death it would only 
be 30 years before the northern kingdom of 
Israel ceased to exist. This was not what the 
Lord desired for His people, as Scripture records 
at the time of Israel’s demise: “Yet the LORD 
warned Israel and Judah through all His proph-
ets and every seer, saying, ‘Turn from your 
evil ways and keep My commandments, My 
statutes according to all the law which I com-
manded your fathers, and which I sent to you 
through My servants the prophets.’ However, 
they did not listen, but stiffened their neck like 
their fathers, who did not believe in the LORD 
their God.” (2 Kings 17:13–14, NASB95)

 In this study we want to focus on the works 
of three prophets, all who had messages that 
impacted the kingdom of Israel. Israel’s un-
faithfulness would result in God’s just wrath, but 
even in the midst of punishment the Lord held 
out hope!

Jonah
 Recall that we were first introduced to 
Jonah in our study of Jeroboam II’s reign, “He 
restored the border of Israel from the entrance 
of Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, ac-
cording to the word of the LORD, the God of 

Israel, which He spoke through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the proph-
et, who was of Gath-hepher.” (2 Kings 14:25, NASB95). Gath-hepher was in the 
territory of Zebulun and the Lord utilized this Israelite to proclaim His messages to 
both Israel and to the empire of Assyria.

 The book that bears Jonah’s name describes his mission to the Assyrian 
capital of Nineveh. Recall that Assyria had exerted its power and influence 

Lesson 11
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during the reigns of Jehu and Jehoahaz as  Shalmaneser III then Adad-nirari III 
expanded their territory. However, Assyria entered a period of decline follow-
ing the reign of Adad-nirari III, giving Jeroboam II the ability to expand Israel’s 
territory. Jonah prophesied 
during this period of Assyrian 
weakness, but it may be that 
he knew God would use the 
Assyrian people to punish 
Israel in the not too distant 
future (720 B.C., 2Kings 17), 
which would help explain 
the prophet’s reluctance to 
proclaim the Lord’s message 
of repentance to Nineveh 
(Jonah 4.2).

Outline of the book:
1. The salvation of Jonah (Jonah 1-2)

a. Jonah rejects the will of the Lord and is punished (chapter 1)

b. Jonah repents and is saved (chapter 2)

2. The salvation of Nineveh (Jonah 3-4)

a. Nineveh repents for rejecting the will of the Lord and is saved (chapter 3)

b. Jonah learns a lesson about compassion (chapter 4)

Important lessons:

1. The Lord is God of the nations. This fact is emphasized from the first verse of 
the book. Jonah was to “cry against” Nineveh because “their wickedness” 
had come up before God. The Lord had a right to judge Nineveh, because 
He is their God too. The Lord’s sovereignty is further emphasized in Jonah 
1.9 when Jonah confesses that he had fled from “the Lord God of heaven 
who made the sea and the dry land.” There was no place where Jonah 
could escape from the Lord. Furthermore, since the Lord is God of the na-
tions, His compassion and mercy can be extended to them too (see Jonah 
4.2). You will note that Jonah refers to God’s own self-description found in 
Exodus 34.6. The compassionate nature of God wasn’t reserved for Israel, 
but was available for all creation.

2. The Lord is a God who saves the repentant. As we see in Jonah 1-2, the 
Lord saved Jonah when he repented. (note: based on Jonah’s prayer in 
chapter 2, it would seem that the great fish was not the punishment, but 
the means of rescue) And in Jonah 3-4 we see God’s willingness to save 
Nineveh when it repented. God’s willingness to save the heathen was al-
ready indicated in chapter 1. The heathen sailors were spared because in 
this instance only Jonah was guilty of rejecting the Lord’s will. They would 
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worship the true God (1.16). But the saving of Nineveh is more surprising. The 
language used in Jonah 1.2 is reminiscent of Sodom in Genesis 18.20-21. 
Yet, Nineveh would repent at the preaching of Jonah, and thus be spared. 
We can only wonder, did Israel hear this message; did they consider that if 
they repented they would also be forgiven?

Amos
 No doubt the people of Israel thought all was well during Jeroboam II’s 
reign, even assuming that the Lord was blessing them. After all, their enemies 
were all suffering, a fact reflected in the opening chapters of Amos’ prophecy 
as God details His judgments against the surrounding nations. However, Israel 
was filled with moral corruption. Into this setting of opulence and corruption 
God sent a “herdsman and grower of sycamore figs” (Amos 7.14). Amos was 
from the small town of 
Tekoa (~5 miles from Beth-
lehem in Judah), but God 
would use him to warn 
and rebuke the high and 
mighty of Israel.

Outline of the book:
1. Intro: The Lord Roars! 
(Amos 1.1-2)

2. Judgments on Israel’s 
neighbors (Amos 1.3-2.5)

a. On foreign nations: 
Damascus, Gaza and 
Tyre (Amos 1.3-10)

b. On blood relatives: Edom, Ammon and Moab (Amos 1.11-2.3)

c. On Israel’s sister Judah (Amos 2.4-5)

3. Judgment on Israel (Amos 2.6-6.14)

a. Introductory announcement of judgment (Amos 2.6-16)

b. The Lion roars (Amos 3.1-15; cf. Amos 1.2)

i. Will the Lion roar when there is no prey? (3.1-7)

ii. Answer: the Lord has roared and Israel is prey to the nations (3.8-11)

iii. Israel consumed like a lamb in a lion’s mouth (3.12-15)

c. Why judgment was coming (Amos 4.1-13)

i. Because of oppression (4.1-3)

ii. Because of false worship (4.4-5)

iii. Because they did not repent (4.6-13)

d. Lament for Israel’s fall (Amos 5.1-17)

i. Fall declared (5.1-3)
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ii. The Lord’s entreaty (5.4-9)

iii. Israel rejects God’s messengers (5.10-13)

iv. Admonition (5.14-15)

v. Wailing when the Lord comes (5.16-17)

e. Oracles of woe (Amos 5.18-6.14)

i. For “the day of the Lord” is coming (5.18-27)

ii. Woe to those at ease (6.1-14)

4. Visions of Judgment (Amos 7.1-9.10)

a. 3 visions = judgment is certain (Amos 7.1-9)

b. Rejection of Amaziah, priest at Bethel (Amos 7.10-17)

c. Vision of summer fruit (Amos 8.1-14)

d. Vision of the Lord beside the altar (Amos 9.1-10)Note: this would have been the 
altar at Bethel where Jeroboam I set up one of the golden calves (1Kings 12.25-33; cf. 
Amos 3.14)

5. Future hope (Amos 9.11-15)

Important Lessons:

1. Do not equate prosperity with being blessed by the Lord. As we noted in the 
introduction, during the days of Amos’ prophecy Israel had experienced 
military success and economic prosperity. They took this as a sign of the 
Lord’s favor and even spoke excitedly of “the day of the Lord” (5.18). In 
doing so they were fools, failing to see that the Lord’s blessings were con-
tingent on their faithfulness to His covenant (5.14-15). They basked in their 
prosperity and were punished for it (6.1-7). The day of the Lord was coming, 
but it would not be a pleasant day for them (5.18-20). We must not forget 
that faithfulness to the Lord will often result in difficult times rather than lives 
of ease (Matthew 5.10-12; Romans 8.17).

2. Compassion is of everlasting importance to the Lord. This was encapsu-
lated in the commandment to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 
19.18; Luke 10.25-37). Yet, the rich and powerful of Israel had utterly failed 
to show compassion for their less fortunate brethren (2.6-7; 5.1; 6.12; etc.). 
They would be punished for this failure (6.1-7). While the Scriptures do not 
reveal that the purpose of the church is to alleviate the social ills around 
us (save by the gospel, 2Timothy 2.5), the people of God are to always be 
concerned with the plight of their neighbor. Whether for the less fortunate 
among us (1John 3.15-18) or those not of this body (1Timothy 6.17-19; Gala-
tians 6.10), the Lord wants us to be a people full of compassion.

3. Future hope. It is in the final chapter that a future hope is shown. Howev-
er, note that this hope occurs only after the Lord brings judgment on “the 
sinners of My people” (9.10). As defined in Amos these sinners would have 
been the powerful and wealthy who had ignored the weak and poor of 
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Israel. But the poor and weak who relied on the Lord would constitute the 
remnant who could look forward to a Kingdom typified by righteousness 
and justice (9.11-15). And it is such people, such “losers”, who long for His 
Kingdom (Matthew 5.3-12; 1Corinthians 1.26-31). 

Hosea
 According to the opening verse of Hosea’s prophecy, the prophet was 
active during this time of Israelite expansion, but he would also witness the 
rapid decline and destruction of the northern kingdom. “The latter days of the 
eighth century b.c. witnessed the rise of the neo-Assyrian king Tiglath-pileser III 
(745–727). He was followed by several capable kings who extended Assyrian 
dominance over the entire ancient Near East (eventually including Egypt) for 
more than a century. Particularly relevant to Hosea were at least six incursions 
into Palestine and its neighbors by an unstoppable Assyrian army during the 
prophet’s lifetime. Conquest and exile were the most dreaded fate in biblical 
times. This perennial threat hanging over Israel (specifically the northern king-
dom) came with a time of unparalleled political upheaval and instability. The 
nation had six kings within about 30 years, a period filled with intrigue and vio-
lence. Zechariah (753 b.c.) was murdered after only six months in power. The 
usurper, Shallum, was assassinated one month later. The next king, Menahem 
(752–742 b.c.) survived for a decade only by paying a burdensome tribute to 
Tiglath-pileser. His son, Pekahiah (742–740 b.c.), was assassinated by an army 
officer, Pekah (740–732), after only two years’ reign. Subsequently, Pekah was 
disposed of by Hoshea, whose rebellion against the Assyrians led to the end of 
the northern kingdom (732–722 b.c.).” (ESV Study Bible)

 It is clear from Hosea’s prophecy that Israel had forsaken Jehovah God 
for Baal. They erected numerous shrines to the idol (Hosea 2.13,17), engaged 
in sexual immorality in order to procure his blessings (Hosea 4.14), credited him 
for their prosperity (Hosea 2.5,8) and even identified Baal with Jehovah (Hosea 
2.16-17).

 Hosea’s prophecy is best known to us because of God’s charge to the 
prophet that he marry a “wife of harlotry” (Hosea 1.2). Hosea’s marriage to a 
woman who would repeatedly be unfaithful was an apt representation of Isra-
el’s unfaithfulness to her covenant with God. They had rejected the true God 
in favor of an idol. God’s message to Israel through Hosea would reveal the 
extent of Israel’s treachery, God’s righteous indignation with her, but also His 
remarkable mercy in His willingness to redeem His unfaithful people.

Outline of the book:
1. Hosea’s Marriage - A Picture of God’s Broken Covenant With Israel (Hosea 1-3)

a. Hosea marries a wife of harlotry; her children (chapter 1)

b. Israel’s condemnation, but covenant would be reestablished (chapter 2)

c. Remarriage of Hosea & Gomer; of God and “Israel” (chapter 3)
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2. Details of God’s Broken Covenant with Israel (Hosea 4-14)

a. God’s case against Israel (chapter 4)

b. Israel’s harlotry (chapter 5)

c. Israel’s insincere desire to return (chapter 6)

d. Israel’s persistent harlotry (chapter 7)

e. Israel’s punishment (chapters 8-10)

i.  For her hypocrisy (ch. 8)

ii.  For her idolatry (ch. 9)

iii.  Destruction of Israel and her king (ch. 10)

f. The Lord longs for His people (chapter 11)

g. The Lord contends with Israel and Judah (chapter 12)

h. Israel’s destruction was coming (chapter 13)

i. Call for Israel to return (chapter 14)

Important lessons:

1. Violation of our covenant is adultery. Nothing else damages the marriage 
covenant like unfaithfulness. Hosea’s marriage to Gomer was plagued by 
her unfaithfulness, as was God’s marriage to Israel. Hosea 11.1-4 paints a 
tragic picture of the Lord caring for Israel and calling out for her when she 
strayed. How did Israel respond? By continuing in her unfaithfulness! This 
kind of treachery is revolting to us and should be a call for us to remember 
that our unfaithfulness to our covenant with God is also adultery. We are 
betrothed to Christ (2Cor. 11.2), the church is His bride (Eph. 5.23-24; Rev. 
21.2). Let us be faithful.

2. God’s judgment against the unfaithful is justified. If someone is unfaithful 
to their spouse we would say they are deserving of any repercussions that 
resulted from their adultery. In leaving Jehovah God, Israel had “rejected 
the good” (Hosea 8.3). In other words, they had rejected the One who is 
inherently good and all of the good that comes from a relationship with 
Him. What kind of repercussions should Israel expect for their unfaithfulness? 
Destruction (Hosea 13.1-7, 15-16). God’s punishment of unfaithful Israel was 
fully justified, as will be His punishment of those who reject the good today 
(Hebrews 10.26-27).

3. Our God is willing to redeem the unfaithful. The most poignant picture in 
Hosea is when the prophet is commanded by the Lord to go and love his 
adulterous wife. Hosea obeys by buying her back for himself, because she 
had sold herself in harlotry (Hosea 3.1-2). Why was the prophet command-
ed to do this? Because it pictured what God would do for Israel (Hosea 
2.14-23; 14.4-9). It pictures what God has done for us (Romans 9.22-26; cf. 
Hosea 1.10; 2.23).
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 The northern kingdom of Israel reached 
the zenith of its power under the reign of Je-
roboam II, extending her borders all the way 
to the Euphrates River (2Kings 14.25). Yet, in a 
span of only 30 years after the death of Je-
roboam II, Israel would have 6 different kings 
from 5 different dynasties... and would then 
cease to exist!  This study covers this period 
of swift decline, examining the brief reigns of 
5 kings of Israel as recorded in 2Kings 15.8-31. 
Those kings are:

1. Zechariah (2Kings 15.8-12): last king of Je-
hu’s dynasty, rules only 6 months before being 
assassinated by Shallum.

2. Shallum (2Kings 15.13-15): only king of his 
dynasty, reigns only one month before being 
assassinated by Menahem.

3. Menahem (2Kings 15.16-22): ruled for 10 
years, but his dynasty wouldn’t survive past the 
reign of his son.

4. Pekahiah (2Kings 15.23-26): son of Mena-
hem, ruled for only 2 years before being assas-
sinated by Pekah.

5. Pekah (2Kings 15.27-31): credited with a 
20 year reign, but as we will see likely ruled 
over all of Israel for only 8 years. Assassinated 
by Hoshea. 

 Before we consider a few factors which 
contributed to the demise of Israel, I find this to be a fitting synopsis of what 
happened in both Israel and Judah: “Israel and Judah had sowed the wind 
and therefore reaped the whirlwind. They had deviated from the straight 
course of covenant responsibility and so suffered the curses stipulated in the 
covenant documents. There were, however, more mundane reasons as well. 
Tyranny and ineptness abounded in government, as did irresponsible fiscal poli-

Lesson 12
Israel’s Rapid Decline
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cy, unwise international relationships and alignments, class struggles, crime and 
violence, and a host of other ills that sickened the national and social life of 
the twin kingdoms. It is a wonder that either nation lasted as long as it did. One 
must conclude with the prophets that this was possible only because of the pa-
tient mercy of a loving God who remembered his covenant promises although 
his people had forgotten theirs.” (Eugene Merrill, Kingdom of Priests, page 405)

Continued Unfaithfulness
 Four times in this brief passage we read how a king of Israel “did evil in the 
sight of the Lord; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Ne-
bat” (see 2Kings 15.9,18,24,28). The only ruler this was not said of was Shallum, 
and considering he reigned only 1 month we can understand the omission. No 
doubt all manner of evil continued in the northern kingdom, but the root of their 
iniquity was the departure from God’s will that began in the days of Israel’s first 
king, Jeroboam.

 One other act of evil is given attention in our text, namely Menahem’s war 
against Tiphsah (2Kings 15.16). There is some dispute about the location of this 
city, but most agree that it was a town in Judah. Thus, these were Israel’s breth-
ren, yet we read that Menahem “struck it and ripped up all its women who 
were with child.” Recall that when the kingdom first divided the Lord would not 
allow Rehoboam to “fight against your relatives” (2Chronicles 11.4). Menahem 
not only had no compulsion against 
fighting his relatives, he inflicted 
atrocities on the innocent!

Regional Rivalries 
 We’ve already noted the 
great political instability during this 
time with four kings being assassi-
nated by political rivals. While we 
don’t know what sparked all of 
these coups, it would seem that regional rivalries played a role. Menahem was 
from Tirzah (2Kings 15.14), the final capital of Jeroboam’s dynasty (see 1Kings 
14.17). Recall that Omri removed the capital to Samaria, and it may be that 
Menahem was of a party that viewed Tirzah as being the legitimate seat of 
power (even though Menahem would reign in Samaria).

 The rule of Pekah may show an even more significant regional rivalry. 
Scripture records that he reigned for 20 years (2Kings 15.27)… which would pose 
a great chronological problem. The most likely solution is that Pekah was recog-
nized as king by a faction of Israel during the reigns of Menahem and Pekahiah. 
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“Edwin Thiele suggests that Pekah ruled across the Jordan River in Gilead as a 
rival during the entire reign of Menahem and Pekahiah. It is known, for instance, 
that Pekah took “fifty men of Gilead with him” (2 Kings 15:25) when he assassi-
nated Pekahiah. Since he probably ruled over an area that bordered on Syria, 
Pekah embarked on a policy of friendship with Syria, her northern neighbor, in 
what became known as the Syro-Ephraimitic league.” (Walter Kaiser, A History 
of Israel, pages 361-362). 

Foreign Subjugation
 Perhaps the most significant factor in Israel’s decline, aside from her cov-
enant unfaithfulness, was the rise of a new Assyrian ruler. Tiglath-pileser III, also 
referred to as Pul, appears twice in our passage (2Kings 15.19,29). Tiglath-pileser 
III came to power at time when Assyria had been severely weakened. Nota-
bly, Babylon had been in rebellion and the kingdom of Urartu to the north had 
greatly expanded its territory. The new Assyrian king quickly quelled the unrest 
in Babylon and then reduced the threat to his north. With his home base se-
cured, Tiglath-pileser III turned his attention to Aram… and Israel. 

 Assyria would ultimately destroy Samaria and take Israel captive, but it is 
important to understand that conquest wasn’t the only tool at Tiglath-Pileser 
III’s disposal. “The Assyrians developed a systematic method for extending and 
consolidating their empire. It involved using three levels or degrees of depen-
dency, rather than immediately depriving each conquered nation of all of its 

freedoms and forcing it to give up its indepen-
dence. For states on the fringes of the empire, 
Assyria was content with a declaration of loyalty; 
rulers in these distant regions needed only to con-
tinue to pay tribute and assume the status of a 
tributary state… If a tributary state rebelled and 
refused to pay tribute, or planned and joined an-
ti-Assyrian coalitions, that nation was moved to the 
second level or degree of affiliation. The state was 
stripped of its former degree of independence 
and was incorporated into one of Assyria’s prov-
inces; a vassal-leader who was sympathetic to As-

syria and its policies was appointed to govern a very small area around its cap-
ital. Many of the ruling and aristocratic classes were deported to distant parts 
of the empire, leaving mainly the peasants. Simultaneously, deportees from the 
opposite side of the empire were moved in to replace those who had been 
removed. This mixing of nationalities and religions minimized the chances for re-
bellion or the formation of coalitions against Assyria… When a vassal state con-
spired against the Assyrian throne and directly entered into opposition against 
it, the Assyrian Empire imposed the third level of dependency: national extermi-
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nation. Assyria exterminated the remnants 
of the state, leaving it only a shadow of its 
former size by incorporating it, too, into the 
province.” (Walter Kaiser, A History of Israel, 
pages 357-359).

 Looking at the text, Menahem 
brought Israel into the first level of affiliation 
with Assyria. His willingness to pay tribute 
showed his willingness to be loyal to the 
Assyrians (2Kings 15.19-20). Pekah’s assassi-
nation of Menahem’s son would have been 
viewed as disloyalty to the Assyrians, result-
ing in Tiglath’pileser III’s renewed hostilities 
against Israel (2Kings 15.29). Israel had now 
entered the second level and Hoshea, 
who assassinated Pekah, was loyal to his 
Assyrian master (see 2Kings 17.3). Yet, when 
Hoshea rebelled, Israel would enter the 
third phase… and would be destroyed. 

 As we conclude this lesson, let’s note once more the words of the Lord 
through His prophet Hosea. Recall that Hosea prophesied from the time of Je-
roboam II until the fall of Israel. Israel’s decline and fall was no accident; it was 
judgment from the Lord!

Hosea 13:1–3 (NASB95)
1When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling. He exalted himself in Israel, But 

through Baal he did wrong and died. 
2And now they sin more and more, And make for themselves molten im-
ages, Idols skillfully made from their silver, All of them the work of crafts-

men. They say of them, “Let the men who sacrifice kiss the calves!” 
3Therefore they will be like the morning cloud And like dew which soon dis-
appears, Like chaff which is blown away from the threshing floor And like 

smoke from a chimney.
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 Israel and Judah prospered during the 
reigns of Jeroboam II and Uzziah, but we’ve 
seen that as Assyria’s ascendancy spelled 
trouble for the northern kingdom. Dynastic up-
heaval, military defeat and the loss of territory 
typified the time following Jeroboam II’s death, 
and all because her rulers “did evil in the sight 
of the Lord… did not depart from the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made 
Israel sin” (2Kings 15.9). But what of Judah; 
would she put faith in her God?

Jotham’s faithfulness, but…  
(2Chronicles 27; 2Kings 15.32-38) 

 Jotham, like many of Judah’s kings, be-
gan his reign as co-regent with his father. 
Recall that Uzziah’s attempt to act as priest 
resulted in his being stricken with leprosy (see 
2Chronicles 26.16-23). However, Jotham did 
not repeat his father’s mistake and is com-
mended for his faithfulness (2Chronicles 27.2). 
The new king was aware of the perilous times 
so he fortified Jerusalem and other locations 
throughout Judah (2Chronicles 27.3-4). And 
with the Lord on his side, Jotham was able to 
establish his supremacy over the Ammonites to 
the west, thus securing his control of the south-
ern portion of the King’s Highway, an import-
ant trade route. 

 However, the text records that while Jotham was faithful, “the people 
continued acting corruptly” (2Chronicles 27.2). 2Kings 15.35 records that the 
people continued sacrificing on the high places, thus rejecting God’s will that 
their offerings be made at the Temple in Jerusalem. This was a continuing trend 
which stretched back to the days of righteous Jehoshaphat, when “the peo-

Lesson 13
Faith Failure
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ple had not yet directed their hearts to the God of their fathers” (2Chronicles 
20.33). Perhaps it was due to the people’s unfaithfulness that the Lord began 
sending the nations of Arama and Israel against Judah (see 2Kings 15.37). 

Ahaz’s apostasy (2Chronicles 28.1-4; 2Kings 16.1-4) 
 Jotham’s son Ahaz would not continue in the faithful ways of his father. 
Rather, the text records that “he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel” 
(2Chronicles 28.2). Significantly, we see in 2Kings 18.2 that his wife was “Abi the 
daughter of Zechariah.” We are not told who this Zechariah was, but it would 
make sense that this was the king of Israel. Thus, a marriage alliance between 
the kingdoms yet again resulted in apostasy. 
Ahaz would not only turn from Jehovah to 
worship Baal, but would make “his son pass 
through the fire” in the valley of Ben-hinnom 
(2Kings 16.3; 2Chronicles 28.3). The valley 
of Ben-Hinnom was located on the south 
side of the Temple Mount and would come 
to symbolize not only apostasy, but the de-
struction that such apostasy deserves. Thus, 
Jesus would come to speak of Hell (Gehen-
na) as the place of eternal fire, darkness 
and destruction.

 As we will note further, Ahaz’s apostasy 
resulted in Judah being afflicted by all the nations surrounding her, and this may 
have been what prompted the king to sacrifice his own son: “The giving over of 
one’s child in sacrifice was considered an ultimate act in light of a desperate 
situation, as seen when the Moabite king Mesha sacrificed his son on the city 
wall during a battle against Israel (2 Kings 3:26–27)… In the Old Testament, the 
imagery of children passing through the fire is connected with the god Molech, 
a Canaanite deity often connected with the Ammonites.” (ZIBBC). 

Judah at the mercy of the nations (2Chronicles 28.5-15; 2Kings 16.5-6) 
 In rejecting Jehovah in favor of Baal and Molech, Ahaz had rejected his 
“help” (see Hosea 13.9). Thus Ahaz and Judah found themselves at the mercy 
of the nations. Chronicles describes invasions from the Edomites and Philistines 
as a means of the Lord humbling “Judah because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he 
had brought a lack of restraint in Judah and was very unfaithful to the Lord” 
(2Chronicles 28.17-18).  Much greater attention is paid to how Aram and Israel 
decimated Judah’s forces and territory during Ahaz’s reign (see 2Chronciels 
28.5-15; 2Kings 16.5-6).
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 Once again, the broader geopolitical situation helps to shed light on the 
Biblical narrative. “With the withdrawal of Tiglath-pileser in 738, Rezin and Pekah 
of Israel were able to take steps to create a Syro-Palestinian confederation in 
preparation for an anticipated second conquest by the Assyrians. Damascus 
by now had become the power base and natural leader in all of Syria and 
so was able to recruit states in the north to the cause. Before long Tyre, Sidon, 
and other Phoenician centers joined in, and even Philistia and Edom complied, 
perhaps reluctantly. Only Judah was left. Ahaz, whatever his faults, was astute 
enough to see that total domination of the eastern Mediterranean world by As-
syria was only a matter of time. He decided to throw in his lot with the eventual 
winner rather than with those who shortsightedly believed they could prevail.” 
(Eugene Merrill, Kingdom of Priests, pages 419-420). Since Ahaz would not com-
ply willingly, Aram and Israel worked together to either force Ahaz into submis-
sion, or replace him with a king who would (see Isaiah 7.6). 

Call to trust Jehovah (Isaiah 7)
 In the midst of turmoil and destruction came an opportunity for Ahaz and 
Judah to place their trust in their faithful Lord. Isaiah 7 records the fearfulness 
of Ahaz and all of Judah at this time: “his heart and the hearts of his people 
shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind” (vs. 2). Yet the Lord had 
a message of comfort for this wicked king: “Take care and be calm, have no 
fear and do not be fainthearted because of these two stubs of smoldering 
firebrands, on account of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and the son of 
Remaliah” (vs. 4). Furthermore, the Lord told Ahaz to ask for a sign that would 
confirm the Lord’s promise, and when the king refused the Lord provided a sign 
anyway:



69

Isaiah 7:14–16 (NASB95)
14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be 
with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. 15 “He 

will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and 
choose good. 16 “For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and 

choose good, the land whose two kings you dread will be forsaken.

 The ultimate fulfillment of this sign was the virgin birth of Jesus, the prom-
ised Messiah who would rescue God’s people (see Luke 1.30-35), but there was 
also an immediacy to this sign, a fulfillment which would occur during the days 
of Ahaz. He was promised that Israel and Aram would cease to trouble him in 
the time that it would take a virgin (ie. young woman) to conceive, bear and 
rear a son. It may be that Isaiah’s own son was in mind (see Isaiah 8.1-4). The 
overall point is that Ahaz had an opportunity to place his faith and trust in the 
Lord; sadly it was an opportunity he failed to grasp.

Ahaz’s failure to have faith (2Chronicles 28.16-27; 2Kings 16.7-20;  
Isaiah 8) 
 Rather than trust the Lord, “Ahaz sent to the kings of Assyria for help” 
(2Chronicles 28.16). Ahaz took the precious things from the Lord’s house and 
gave them to Tiglath-pileser III (2Kings 16.8), but “it did not help him” (2Chron-
icles 28.22). In fact, the Scripture records that “Assyria came against him and 
afflicted him instead of strengthening him” (2Chronicles 28.20). Assyria ultimate-
ly would remove the threat of Aram and Israel (2Kings 16.9), but at a great 
price to Judah. “what had begun as a “gift” from Ahaz for certain pressures 
that Tiglath-Pileser was to place on Rezin and Pekah turned out to be a require-
ment for an annual tribute laid on Judah. The Assyrian king simply interpreted 
the “gift” as the first installment on an annual tribute; thus Ahaz, in his attempt 
to bypass the divine promise offered by Isaiah the prophet, ran headlong into 
the arms of Assyrian domination and taxation” (Walter Kaiser, A History of Israel, 
page 373). 

 Ahaz still could have turned to the Lord, but tragically he turned further 
away. He replicated the altar of the Arameans which he’d seen in Damascus, 
replacing the altar of the Lord with the altar of a pagan god and using the 
Lord’s altar for divination (see 2Kings 16.10-18). He gave his allegiance to the 
gods of the Arameans and barred entry to the house of the Lord (2Chronicles 
28.22-25). 

 The Lord had another message for Ahaz, but this one was not one of com-
fort. The king may rejoice over the defeat of Aram and Israel, but destruction 
was coming to Judah as well!
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Isaiah 8:6–8 (NASB95)
6 “Inasmuch as these people have rejected the gently flowing waters of 
Shiloah And rejoice in Rezin and the son of Remaliah; 7 “Now therefore, 

behold, the Lord is about to bring on them the strong and abundant wa-
ters of the Euphrates, Even the king of Assyria and all his glory; And it will 
rise up over all its channels and go over all its banks. 8 “Then it will sweep 
on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, It will reach even to the 

neck; And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land,  
O Immanuel.
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 Our last couple of lessons have examined 
the failing fortunes of Judah and Israel as both 
kingdoms continued to break their covenant 
with the Lord. Their unfaithfulness resulted 
in the covenant curses which  the Lord had 
warned of generations ago (see Leviticus 26; 
Deuteronomy 28). Thus, both kingdoms were 
plagued by political instability, economic 
woes and military invasion. Most notable was 
the growing might of the Assyrian empire un-
der Tiglath-pileser III; might which had already 
brought the subjugation of both Judah and 
Israel, and which would soon result in the de-
struction of the northern kingdom.

 In the midst of this wickedness, turmoil and 
defeat, the Lord continued to send His proph-
ets. In this lesson we want to consider the work 
of two prophets: Isaiah and Micah. These two 
prophets were contemporaries, serving as mes-
sengers of the Lord from the end of Uzziah’s 
reign into the reign of Hezekiah (see Isaiah 1.1; 
6.1; Micah 1.1). Both prophets would be tasked 
with confronting the people with their sins, call-
ing them to repentance or suffer the righteous 
justice of the Lord. In His mercy, the Lord was 
offering His people yet another opportunity to 
turn from their wicked ways. The people would 
refuse to heed the message of God’s proph-
ets, but hope was not lost… 

Isaiah
 The book of Isaiah is too magnificent and grand to try and summarize in 
one lesson, so we won’t attempt to do so. Two portions of the book are given 
historical circumstances. We’ve already noted the first one found in Isaiah 7 as 

Lesson 14
Isaiah & Micah
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Ahaz was fearful of the combined might of Aram and Israel. The second histor-
ical section is found in Isaiah 36-39 and occurred during the reign of Hezekiah. 
We will have much more to say about this section when we study Hezekiah’s 
reign. For now, let’s consider some themes found in Isaiah’s work that reflect the 
situation of the Lord’s people at this time.

1. Sin, punishment and hope. The first chapter sets forth the major points of 
the book: the Lord’s people had been disobedient (Isaiah 1.2-4; cf. 2.5-9; 
3.8-9) and they would be punished for their disobedience (Isaiah 1.5-15; cf. 
2.10-11; 3.11). However, there was hope! They could repent and be forgiven 
(Isaiah 1.16-20), but an even greater hope was promised for the future (Isa-
iah 1.21ff; see 2.2-4; 4.2-6). 

2. God’s people contrasted with the Lord. Isaiah 5 paints a dark picture for 
God’s people. They are first described as a choice vineyard which would 
be destroyed for its failure to produce good fruit (vss. 1-7). A series of woes 
are then pronounced upon the people for their sinful behaviors (vss. 8-23) 
and their impending judgment is pronounced (vss. 24ff). Notably, God 
would summon a distant nation, a nation He describes as, “Its roaring is like 
a lioness, and it roars like young lions; It growls as it seizes the prey And car-
ries it off with no one to deliver it. And it will growl over it in that day like the 
roaring of the sea. If one looks to the land, behold, there is darkness and 
distress; Even the light is darkened by its clouds.” (Isaiah 5.29-30). This bleak 
picture is juxtaposed with the image of the Lord in His glory in Isaiah 6. Isaiah 
recognized his sinfulness in contrast to the holy One (vs. 5), but Israel would 
not (vss. 9-13).  

3. Ahaz contrasted with the future King. We’ve already noted how in Isaiah 7 
the Lord gave Ahaz an opportunity to put his trust in the God of Israel, but 
the king chose to place his trust in the Assyrians instead. Ahaz’s faithlessness 
is contrasted with Israel’s future King, God Himself who would reign on Da-
vid’s throne and would free the people from their oppressors (Isaiah 9.1-7). 
This “shoot” from the “stem of Jesse” would have the Lord’s Spirit reside on 
Him and would rule with righteousness and justice, resulting in peace for all 
people (Isaiah 11.1-10). 

4. The earth contrasted with the city of God. The Lord made it clear that it 
was He who summoned Assyria to execute His judgment on Israel, but that 
Assyria herself would suffer His divine wrath (Isaiah 10.5-12) as would Bab-
ylon (Isaiah 13). The Lord’s rule over the nations is further expressed as He 
proclaims judgment on the nations (Isaiah 14-23) and declares, “the Lord 
lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface and scatters its inhab-
itants” (Isaiah 24.1). However, God’s people could proclaim, “We have a 
strong city; He sets up walls and ramparts for security” (Isaiah 26.1).
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Micah
 Like his contemporary Isaiah, Micah would live to see the Assyrians de-
stroy Israel and severely oppress Judah, events which we will cover in our next 
couple of lessons. Micah’s hometown of Moresheth lay in the path of the in-
vading Assyrians, a matter alluded to in his prophecy (Micah 1.10-16). We can 
only imagine the sorrow of Micah and his fellow prophets as they foretold the 
destruction that awaited their own people if they would not repent. Yet, Micah 
was faithful to the Lord’s charge as even the prophet Jeremiah would refer-
ence several years later (Jeremiah 26.18).

The Message of Micah: 

 Micah’s prophecy contains 3 cycles of judgment and restoration. Each 
cycle contains a call for the people to “hear”.

Cycle One (Micah 1-2)

1. Judgment on Israel & Judah (1.2-2.11)

a. The Lord promises judgment on Israel & Judah (1.2-5)

b. Samaria judged (1.6-7)

c. Lament for Judah (1.8-16)

d. Judgment on wealthy oppressors (2.1-5)

e. They rejected true prophets in favor of the false (2.6-11)

2. Promise to gather Jacob (2.12-13)

Cycle Two (Micah 3-5)

1. Present leaders denounced (3.1-12)

a. Indictment of leaders (3.1-4)

b. Indictment of false prophets (3.5-8). Note the contrast with Micah in 
vs. 8.

c. Jerusalem and temple would be destroyed because of wicked lead-
ers and false prophets (3.9-12)

2. God’s Kingdom established (4.1-13)

a. Establishment of the Lord’s kingdom (4.1-5)

b. Gathering of the Lord’s people (4.6-8)

c. The Lord would deliver from their present distress (4.9-13)

3. The Shepherd-King (5.1-15)

a. Nations arrayed against Jerusalem and her King (5.1)

b. The shepherd-king from Bethlehem (5.2-6)

c. Remnant of Israel restored (5.7-9)
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d. Every source of false hope removed (5.10-15)

Cycle Three (Micah 6-7)

1. Indictment of the nation (6)

a. The Lord’s indictment of the people (6.1-5)

b. What the Lord desired: justice, mercy & humility (6.6-8)

c. Call to fear the Lord (6.9-12)

d. Righteous judgment was coming (6.13-16)

2. The prophet’s response (7)

a. Sorrow (7.1-6)

b. Trust (7.7-13)

c. Prayer and confidence (7.14-20)

Application: 

1. The Glorious Reality. In the second cycle of Micah’s prophesy, things did 
not look well for Jerusalem and her leaders. The Lord declared that “Zion 
will be plowed as a field, Jerusalem will become a heap of ruins, and the 
mountain of the temple will become high places for a forest” (3.12). Jerusa-
lem would fall, and so her ruler, “with a rod they will smite the judge of Israel 
on the cheek” (4.13). But out of this grim reality would spring some of the 
most glorious revelations of the future. The Lords Kingdom would be estab-
lished, based on His ways (4.1-2). This Kingdom would be for all the nations 
and it would be one of peace (4.3-5). Furthermore, even though the lead-
ers of Jerusalem had failed, God would raise a Shepherd-King from lowly 
Bethlehem (5.2). He would care for His people and give them victory over 
their enemies (5.4-9). But what was a glorious future for the faithful of Mi-
cha’s day, is the glorious reality the faithful have now. We have a Kingdom 
which cannot be shaken (Hebrews 12.28) and have a King who shepherds 
our souls (1Peter 2.25)!

2. What The Lord Requires. In chapter 6 God indicted His people for leaving 
Him in spite of how He had protected them (vss. 1-5). Vss. 6-7 seem to be 
Israel’s response, asking what action or sacrifice the Lord might desire from 
them. Their questions were insulting to God, implying that He could be 
bribed and forgetting that what they might offer to the Lord already be-
longed to Him! The Lord wanted one thing: themselves! He wanted a peo-
ple committed to justice, a quality of God they had failed to implement 
(2.1-2). He wanted a people that love “kindness”(idea of the Hebrew word 
is covenant faithfulness). He wanted a people who would walk humbly be-
fore their God. If God’s people then had truly given themselves to Him then 
they would never have to wonder what the Lord required of them, for they 
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would have already given Him their all. This is a principle for God’s people 
throughout time.

3. The Righteous Response To A Sinful World. Following God’s indictment of the 
people in 6.1-8, the Lord declared again that His righteous judgment was 
coming on these covenant breakers (6.9-16). Chapter 7 seems to contain 
Micah’s response to God’s impending judgment, and in his response we 
see how the righteous should feel about a sin-filled world that will receive 
its just punishment from God. We sorrow over this sinful world (vss. 1-6), while 
committing our trust to the Lord (vss. 7-13) who saves His people (vss. 14-20).
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 Isaiah and Micah were prophets of the 
Lord sent primarily to the kingdom of Judah, 
but both had messages from the Lord for the 
northern kingdom of Israel… messages of 
impending judgment. The Lord proclaimed 
through Micah that “I will make Samaria a 
heap of ruins in the open country, Planting 
places for a vineyard. I will pour her stones 
down into the valley And will lay bare her foun-
dations. All of her idols will be smashed, All of 
her earnings will be burned with fire And all of 
her images I will make desolate, For she col-
lected them from a harlot’s earnings, And to 
the earnings of a harlot they will return.” (Mi-
cah 1.6-7 NASB95). Furthermore, the Lord de-
clared that Assyria would be His instrument of 
Divine justice: “Now therefore, behold, the Lord 
is about to bring on them the strong and abun-
dant waters of the Euphrates, Even the king of 
Assyria and all his glory; And it will rise up over 
all its channels and go over all its banks.” (Isa-
iah 1.7 NASB95)

 Israel had been heading for this judgment 
ever since the reign of Jeroboam, whose apos-
tate worship “became a sin” for the people 
(1Kings 13.30). This lesson will examine how and 
why Israel fell and also examine the aftermath.

Hoshea and the fall of Israel (2Kings 17.1-6)
 In a previous lesson we noted how Israel began paying tribute to As-
syria in the days of Menahem (2Kings 15.19). Assyria likely would have been 
content with allowing Israel to govern its own affairs, so long as the Israel-
ite king remained loyal to his Assyrian overlord and sent the required tribute. 

Lesson 15
The Fall of Israel
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However, when Pekah seized control of the throne he rebelled against Assyr-
ia. Tiglath-pileser III invaded, seizing territory and making Israel a vassal state. 
Hoshea took the opportunity to assassinate Pekah, likely with the Assyrian king’s 
blessing (2Kings 15.29-30). However, Hoseha did not remain loyal, withholding 
tribute at some point only to have Shalmaneser V march against him and exact 
tribute once again (2Kings 17.3). 

 However, Hoshea rebelled once more, turning to So king of Egypt for assis-
tance (2Kings 17.4). We’ve not discussed Egypt much in our study, for this once 
mighty power had been in turmoil as several dynasties vied for control. “The 
Pharaoh in question may have been Osorkon IV, the last pharaoh of the Dynas-
ty 22 (730–715 B.C., with “So” being an abbreviation of Osorkon)” (ZIBBC). Assyr-
ia had enough and would tolerate no more disloyalty from Israel! Hoshea was 
imprisoned and then a siege was placed on Samaria. The capital held out for 3 
years, but no help came from Egypt… and certainly not from the Lord she had 
forsaken. Samaria ultimately fell and the inhabitants of the land were carried 
away into exile (2Kings 17.5-6). The year was 722 B.C., just a little over 200 years 
from when Jeroboam’s dynasty was founded following the death of Solomon in 
931 B.C.

 Assyria deported populations “to stamp out feelings of nationalism and 
thus inhibit tendencies toward rebellion and independence” (Eugene Merrill, 
Kingdom of Priests, page 413). This process began when Samaria fell to Shal-
maneser V, but would continue for years to come. “When it fell, Sargon II claims 
that 27, 290 were taken captive. Many others already had been deported by 
Tiglath-Pileser and Shalmaneser… The prophet Isaiah had predicted that the 
process of deportation would take place over a sixty-five-year period begin-
ning in 734 B.C. (Isaiah 7:8). That is what happened, for the task of moving the 
people continued from 734 to 669 B.C., exactly sixty-five years as Isaiah had 
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promised. The Assyrian king Esarhaddon (681–669 B.C.), grandson of Sargon II, 
completed the task. This fact can be noted in Ezra 4:2, where the Samaritan 
population (a mixed race with the Jewish people because of the policy of 
deportation) attempted to hinder the work of Governor Zerubbabel and High 
Priest Joshua in rebuilding the Jerusalem temple. They did so because they 
were unable to participate in its building, persisting in their claim by saying, ‘We 
… have been sacrificing to [Yahweh] since the time of Esarhaddon king of As-
syria, who brought us here.’” (Walter Kaiser, History of Israel, pages 364-365). The 
captives of Israel were settled in Halah and Habor (near Haran) and the cities 
of the Medes (modern day Iran). 

Why Israel fell (2Kings 17.7-23)
 More attention is given to why Israel fell than to how she fell. A theological 
reason had to be given to explain why God’s people were now conquered by 
a foreign power. “It was not that Yahweh had been helpless or unable to come 
to the rescue of Israel, but that they had been so disloyal to Yahweh’s sover-
eignty that the threatened judgment known from the days of the Law of Moses 
had finally to be fulfilled, or else Yahweh himself would no longer be trustworthy 
in any of His promises” (Walter Kaiser, History of Israel, page 365). Disloyalty is 
the theme of this passage: disloyalty to the Lord, disloyalty to the covenant He 
made with the nation.

 The passage begins by noting Israel’s treachery in forsaking the Lord who 
had blessed them, for God “had brought them up from the land of Egypt from 
under the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt” (2Kings 17.7 NASB95). This harkens 
back to God’s message to Israel when He first established His covenant with 
them, a covenant based on His gracious deliverance of Israel out of bondage 
(Exodus 19.4). However, that covenant required the people to obey the Lord, 
keep His covenant… and forsake all other gods (Exodus 19.5; 20.2-6). Israel 
wantonly violated the terms of the covenant. Much attention is paid in the pas-
sage to the litany of false gods the people worshipped:

 » They worshipped on the high places rather than at the place where the 
Lord designated (vs. 9). That worship could have been directed toward Je-
hovah, idols or both (syncretism).

 » They set up sacred pillars and Asherim, features of Canaanite religion (vs. 
10; Exodus 34.13). 

 » They worshipped the “host of heaven” (vs. 16). “The worship of the starry 
hosts, along with sorcery (v. 17), has not been introduced to us thus far in 
the narrative—both will appear in the account of Manasseh’s reign (21:3–
6). In biblical theology God created and controls the celestial bodies, but 
he is not in them and they are not divine. Deuteronomy 4:19–20 therefore 
commands: ‘When you raise your eyes to heaven, when you see the sun, 
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the moon, the stars, all the array of heaven, do not be tempted to worship 
them and serve them.’… In the ancient Near East more generally, however, 
the stars and the planets were identified with specific gods and goddess-
es and worshiped as such, and their movements were carefully studied for 
astrological reasons. The sun was worshiped in Mesopotamia as Shamash, 
the moon as Sin, and the planet Venus as Ishtar (the goddess of love and 
sexuality).” (ZIBBC)

 » They served Baal (vs. 16). As we’ve noted in our study, Baal enjoyed gov-
ernment sponsorship during the reigns of Ahab and his sons. Jehu may 
have put an end to national recognition of this false god, but that did not 
keep the people from serving Baal.

 » They sacrificed their sons and daughters (vs. 17), a reference to the worship 
of Molech.

 » And of course, they worshipped the golden calves of Jeroboam (vss. 16, 
21-23). 

 The Lord sent prophets to the people, seeking to repair the covenant (vs. 
13), but “they did not listen, but stiffened their neck...” (vs. 14). In forsaking their 
glorious and holy God the text states, “They worshiped worthless idols, so they 
became worthless” (2Kings 17.15 NLT). A people who should have been God’s 
special treasure (Exodus 19.5-6) had become worthless and vain; the Lord’s 
anger against them was justified! And in His anger, He “removed them from His 
sight” (vs. 18). While Judah is mentioned as being spared, the writer notes that 
the tribe of David was also guilty of breaking the covenant (vs. 19). Future les-
sons will note their continued departure from the Lord and subsequent punish-
ment.

 Before we move on we should note the irony we’ve seen so far in the 
chapter. In vss. 1-6 we read how Israel was taken into exile by the Assyrians. This 
was inflicted upon the nation because Israel had been unfaithful to her cove-
nant with the Assyrians, and such disloyalty merited swift and sure punishment. 
But vss. 7-23 show that it was Israel’s breaking of another, greater covenant 
which resulted in her removal from the land: Israel had broken covenant with 
the Lord!

Resettlement in the land (2Kings 17.24-41) 
 Just as Assyria had resettled Israel to other places in the empire, so they 
resettled other conquered peoples to the land of Israel (vs. 24). “The peoples 
brought to Samaria, on the other hand, originated in such places as Babylon, 
Cuthah (Tell Ibrahim, twenty miles northeast of Babylon), Avva (Tell Kefr Aya, on 
the Orontes River in north Syria), Hamath (Hama), and Sepharvaim (near Ha-
math in upper Syria).” (Eugene Merrill, Kingdom of Priests, page 414). 



80

  

 Great attention is given in this passage to the worship of these resettled 
people. Since they did not know Jehovah, the Lord sent lions to afflict them (vs. 
25, one of the covenant curses see Leviticus 26.21-22). A priest of Bethel (one 
of Jeroboam’s idolatrous sites) was recalled from exile to instruct the people 
“how they should fear the Lord” (vs. 28). However, the people would not be 
faithful to Jehovah, rather “they feared the Lord and served their own gods...” 
(vs. 33). These gods are listed in vss. 30-31: “The only deities in this list who are 
clearly known from other sources are the West Semitic god Ashima and the 
Mesopotamian god Nergal, who was an underworld god associated with fam-
ine, drought, plague, and death and whose cult was centered in the city of 
Cuthah. The combination Succoth Benoth alludes at least to the goddess Ban-
itu and possibly also to Sakkut (Ninurta). Nibhaz and Tartak may be Elamite de-
ities, while Adrammelech and Anammelech may be Phoenician and Emarite 
gods respectively.” (ZIBBC)

 The passage ends by commenting at length on how this resettled people 
did not follow the commandments of God, the commands He had given to 
Israel (vss. 34-41). Perhaps the purpose of this passage isn’t simply to point out 
the unfaithfulness of these heathen peoples, but to show how God’s covenant 
people of Israel had been no better than these people who did not know Je-
hovah. Regardless, these resettled people would become known as the Samar-
itans and would figure into the history of God’s people following their exile and 
on into New Testament times.
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 For generations, the kings of Judah had 
partially served the Lord, but they had not 
done so with their whole heart or for their en-
tire lives. The reigns of Joash, Uzziah and others 
had begun in promising fashion, only to be 
marred by transgression. Ahaz had broken this 
mold, not by being faithful to the Lord, but by 
completely breaking away from the Lord’s 
commands.  The Scriptures record how he 
“closed the doors of the house of the LORD 
and made altars for himself in every corner 
of Jerusalem. In every city of Judah he made 
high places to burn incense to other gods, and 
provoked the LORD, the God of his fathers, to 
anger.” (2Chronicles 28.24-25). As a result of 
Ahaz’s apostasy Judah was weakened moral-
ly, economically and politically as she became 
a vassal state of Assyria.

 In reconstructing the history of Judah, it 
seems likely that Hezekiah ruled as co-regent 
with Ahaz for several years before his father’s 
death. However, rather than follow in his fa-
ther’s wicked footsteps, Hezekiah sought af-
ter the Lord of Israel. “He trusted in the LORD, 
the God of Israel; so that after him there was 
none like him among all the kings of Judah, 
nor among those who were before him. For 
he clung to the LORD; he did not depart from 
following Him, but kept His commandments, 

which the LORD had commanded Moses.” (2Kings 18.5-6). 

 The reign of Hezekiah is notable for two reasons. First, he led Judah in a 
great restoration of devotion to and worship of Jehovah. We will consider this 
restoration in this lesson. Second, he was king as Judah became more heavily 
involved with the foreign powers of Assyria and Babylon, which will be the topic 
of our next lesson.

Lesson 16
Hezekiah’s Restoration
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Consecration of the Temple (2Chronicles 29.3-19). 
 As we’ve already noted, Ahaz was so antagonistic to Jehovah that he 
closed the doors of the Temple (2Chron. 28.24). For the duration of his 16 year 
reign, proper worship of the Lord was forsaken. However, the text notes that it 
was in the very first month of the very first year of Hezekiah’s reign that he re-
opened the house of the Lord and commissioned the Priests and Levites to 
consecrate themselves and the Lord’s house (2Chronicles 29.3ff). Note: the first 
month likely refers to the first month of the Jewish calendar, the month when 
they were commanded to celebrate the Passover (see Leviticus 23.5). This will 
be significant later in our study.

 Both the priests and the Temple were to be consecrated (set apart, holy) 
in service to the Lord. Consecration involved the removal of uncleanness (vs. 
5) and sacrifice (see Exodus 29; 30.22-33). The unclean things were removed to 
the Kidron valley, the valley just to the east of the Temple mount and a place 
already associated with defilement (vs. 16; 2Chronicles 15.16). So great was the 
required work that it took eight days of work just to purify the area outside of 
the Temple and another eight days to consecrate the Temple itself (vs. 17).

 The importance of this work was emphasized in Hezekiah’s address to the 
priests and Levites (vss. 5-11). He related how Judah and Jerusalem had be-
come “an object of terror, of horror and of hissing” (vs. 8) because rather than 
worship the Lord, they had “turned their faces away from the dwelling place 
of the Lord, and have turned their backs” (vs. 6). Their only hope was to renew 
their covenant with the Lord (vs. 10). 

Temple Worship Restored (2Chronicles 29.20-36).
 Once the Temple was consecrated, Hezekiah wasted no time in resuming 
proper worship of the Lord. Sacrifices were immediately offered to the Lord, all 
of which followed the instructions prescribed in the Law:

 » Sin offerings were made for the priests (vss. 21-22; see Leviticus 4.1-12).

 » Sin offerings were made for the leaders (vss. 23-24; see Leviticus 4.22ff). 

 » Burnt offerings were made (vs. 27; see Leviticus 1).

 » Thank offerings were made (vss. 31ff; see Leviticus 7.11-21). 

 Hezekiah was careful to follow the Lord’s will even in matters that weren’t 
commanded in the Law of Moses. For instance, Hezekiah stationed Levities with 
cymbals, harps and lyres in the Temple not because the Law commanded, 
but “according to the command of David and of Gad the king’s seer, and of 
Nathan the prophet; for the command was from the Lord through His proph-
ets” (2Chronicles 29.25). Everything the king did, he did with the knowledge 
that this was what the Lord had commanded and desired. As the Chronicler 
stated, Hezekiah “did what was good, right and true before the Lord his God. 
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Every work which he began in the service of the house of God in law an in 
commandment, seeking his God, he did with all of his heart and prospered” 
(2Chronicles 31.20-21). 

Celebration of the Passover (2Chronicles 30).
 Hezekiah had wasted no time in restoring proper worship of Jehovah, but 
it was not quick enough to observe the Passover at the proper time. Recall that 
Hezekiah reopened the Temple in the first month (29.3), and it was consecrated 
from the 1st to the 16th of the first month (29.17). However, the Passover was to 
be celebrated on the 14th of the first month (Leviticus 23.5). Thus, it was impos-
sible to celebrate the Passover at the proper time, but the Law also provided a 
way for defiled persons to celebrate the Passover in the second month (Num-
bers 9.10-11). Hezekiah and the leaders of the people decided to celebrate the 
Passover at this later date (vs. 2-3).

 Hezekiah wanted to provide an opportunity for ALL of Israel to celebrate 
and commemorate their deliverance, thus he sent 
letters through all the land from Beersheba (the 
southern boundary of Judah) to Dan (the north-
ern boundary of Israel). The king appealed for all 
the people to “return to the Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Israel, that He may return to… you” (vs. 
6). Sadly, many in the northern territory mocked the 
king’s message, even though they had been severe-
ly afflicted by the Assyrians. However, many respond-
ed by humbling themselves and journeying to Jeru-
salem (vss. 10-11). 

 Vss. 13-27 record how this Passover was cele-
brated, an event where “there was great joy in Jeru-
salem, because there was nothing like this in Jerusa-
lem since the days of Solomon the son of David, king 
of Israel” (vs. 26). However, there were challenges as 
many of those who attended were not consecrat-
ed, thus they could not slay their own Passover lambs. The Levities were select-
ed to do this in the people’s stead (vss. 16-18) and Hezekiah prayed that “the 
good Lord pardon everyone who prepares his heart to seek God, the LORD 
God of his fathers, though not according to the purification rules of the sanctu-
ary.” (vs. 19). So great was the joy of the people that they celebrated the days 
of unleavened bread an extra seven days (vs. 23). 

Removal of Idols (2Chronicles 31.1; 2Kings 18.4).
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 Ahaz “made altars for himself in every corner of Jerusalem (2Chronicles 
28.24), and Hezekiah removed these before the Passover was celebrated 
(30.14). Following the Passover, Hezekiah and the people continued this purifi-
cation by removing the idols in all the cities of Judah, as well as Ephraim and 
Manasseh (2Chronicles 31.1). So great had Israel’s apostasy been that they had 
turned an object associated with God’s mercy into an idol (2Kings 18.4; see 
Numbers 21.8-9). Apparently, the worship of this bronze serpent had become 
quite prominent in Judah: “Easily the most significant clue for the identifica-
tion of the Mosaic copper snake is one of the bronze bowls found in the royal 
palace of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. These bowls date to the end of the 
eighth century and by their inscribed Hebrew names probably indicate that 
they were booty or tribute delivered to Tiglath-pileser III by King Ahaz (2 Kings 
16:8) or to Sennacherib by King Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:14–16). The bowl in ques-
tion has engraved on its rim a winged snake perched on a standard, precisely 
as one would imagine it upon recollecting the verse ‘Moses made a copper 
serpent and mounted it on a standard’ (v. 9).” (JPS Torah Commentary on 
Numbers 21).  

Resumption of Regular Sacrifice  (2Chronicles 31.2-3)
 The Law required regular offerings to the Lord. Some were offered daily, 
some on the sabbath days, some at the new moon and some at various festi-
vals (see Numbers 28-29). The text does not go into the details of these offerings, 
but notes yet again how Hezekiah provided that all would be done according 
to “the law of the Lord”.

Provision for Priests and Levites (2Chronicles 31.4-21) 
 The final aspect of Hezekiah’s restoration was insuring that the priests and 
Levites received what the Law specified they should (see Numbers 18.8ff). 
These provisions were necessary so that the priests and Levities could serve in 
the Temple and “devote themselves to the law of the Lord” (vs. 4, see Malachi 
2.7). The people brought their contributions for four months, giving so much that 
store rooms had to be constructed to hold the excess. 

However...

 The Chronicler was effusive in his praise of Hezekiah, for how he followed 
the Lord and restored proper worship. However, the text also notes that at one 
point Hezekiah’s “heart was proud” and “wrath came on him and on Judah 
and Jerusalem” (2Chronicles 32.25). We will examine this moment of weakness, 
and its consequences, in our next lesson. More significantly, we’ve noted in 
previous lessons that even when Judah was led by righteous kings, the people 
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did not necessarily follow (2Chronicles 20.33; 27.2). Sadly, it would seem that this 
remained true of the people during Hezekiah’s reign...

Isaiah 29:1–4 (NASB95)
1 Woe, O Ariel, Ariel the city where David once camped! Add year to year, 

observe your feasts on schedule. 2 I will bring distress to Ariel, And she will 
be a city of lamenting and mourning; And she will be like an Ariel to me. 3 I 
will camp against you encircling you, And I will set siegeworks against you, 

And I will raise up battle towers against you. 4 Then you will be brought 
low; From the earth you will speak, And from the dust where you are pros-
trate Your words will come. Your voice will also be like that of a spirit from 

the ground, And your speech will whisper from the dust.
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“‘For I will defend this city to save it for My own 
sake and for My servant David’s sake.’ ”” 

(2 Kings 19:34, NASB95)

 Assyria’s rising power has been described 
in several of our recent lessons, most notably as 
Israel was taken away captive by this foreign 
power (see 2Kings 17). However, Israel did not 
fall because of Assyria’s might, but because 
of her unfaithfulness to the Lord. Significantly, 
Judah was not much better (2Kings 17.19), yet 
the Lord would not allow the southern King-
dom to be subjugated by the Assyrians. As we 
conclude our study of Hezekiah we will focus 
on how the Lord delivered the city of David.

 Before we begin we need to note some 
things about the dates of Hezekiah’s reign. We 
know that he reigned for 29 years (2Kings 18.2), 
15 of those coming after a period of profound 
illness (2Kings 20.6). Furthermore, we know that 
Sennacherib’s invasion of Judah came in 701 
B.C., during the 14th year of Hezekiah’s reign. 
Thus, Hezekiah’s sickness (2Kings 20.1-11), the 
visit from the Babylonian emissaries (2Kings 
20.12-19) and Sennacherib’s invasion (2Kings 
18.13-19.37) occurred around the same time 
(note the usage of “in those days” in 2Kings 
20.1 and “at that time” in 2Kings 20.12). The 
writer likely organized the material thematically 

rather than chronologically, beginning with Assyria’s invasion of Judah to show 
how the southern kingdom faired after the exile of the northern kingdom. In 
reconstructing these events, it seems likely that Hezekiah’s sickness and the visit 
of the Babylonian emissaries led to the invasion by Sennacherib. But first, a note 
about Hezekiah’s continuing trust in the Lord...

Lesson 17
Deliverance from Assyria
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Hezekiah Rebels Against Assyria (2Kings 18.7-12)
 Hezekiah’s father, Ahaz, had bought the help of the Assyrian king Ti-
glath-pileser III to deliver him from Israel and Aram (2Kings 16.7-9), making Ju-
dah a vassal state of the Assyrian Empire. When Hezekiah came to the throne 
he rebelled against Sargon II, the new ruler of Assyria. Significantly, Sargon was 
very active in the region, a fact mentioned in Isaiah 20.1, but his annals never 
mention any action against Judah. Hezekiah’s faithfulness to the Lord not only 
allowed him to throw off the Assyrian yoke, but to reclaim Judean territory from 
the Philistines (vs. 8). 

Hezekiah’s Life Extended (2Kings 20.1-11; 2Chronicles 32.24-26;  
Isaiah 38) 
 The narrative of the text is self-explanatory, but we should note a few 
things which aid our  understanding of subsequent events in Hezekiah’s life. First, 
Hezekiah’s illness occurred at a time when Hezekiah was already in rebellion to 
the Assyrians, as noted in God’s promise to “deliver you and this city from the 
hand of the king of Assyria” (vs. 6). This doesn’t imply that Sennacherib’s inva-
sion had already occurred, but showed how Assyria was hostile towards God’s 
people and intended to use her might to subjugate Judah. Second, the Chron-
icler notes that “Hezekiah gave no return for the benefit he received, because 
his heart was proud; therefore wrath came on him and on Judah and Jerusa-
lem” (2Chronicles 32.25). Hezekiah’s overall character was one of faithfulness 
and righteousness, and as the next verse states he did humble his heart. How-
ever, this period of pride would have consequences.

Emissaries From Babylon (2Kings 20.12-21; 2Chronicles 32.27-31;  
Isaiah 39) 
 An immediate consequence of Hezekiah’s pride was his foolish behavior 
with the emissaries from the Babylonian king. The text states that the Babylo-
nian king sent gifts upon hearing of Hezekiah’s sickness, but these gifts were 
likely meant to ally the two kingdoms in their struggle against Assyria. Bero-
dach-baladan (Merodach-baladan in Isaiah 39.1 and referred to as Mar-
duk-aplaiddina in Assyrian records) rebelled against Assyria numerous times 
before ultimately being put down by in 700 B.C.

 Hezekiah’s willingness to ally with the Babylonian king was evident when 
he showed all of his treasures to the Babylonian emissaries. The Chronicler states 
that this episode was God’s means of testing Hezekiah, “that He might know 
all that was in his heart” (2Chronicles 32.31). In this case, Hezekiah’s heart was 
lifted with pride and would result in all of his wealth, including his descendants, 
being taken away to Babylon by a future Babylonian king.
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Deliverance From Assyria (2Kings 18.13-19.37; 2Chronicles 32.1-23; 
Isaiah 36-37) 
 With this backdrop, we come to the invasion of Judah by Sennacherib in 
701 B.C. That Hezekiah’s pride was still an issue is evident from several points in 
the text:

1. Rather than trusting in the Lord for deliverance, Hezekiah cut off water from 
the springs outside the city and directed water from the Gihon spring into 
the city (2Chronicles 32.2-3,30). “In an amazing engineering feat, work-
ers cut an aqueduct from both ends of 
the course it was to take, meeting in the 
middle—all this for almost a third of a mile 
(about 534 meters long) through solid rock 
beneath Jerusalem (2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chron. 
32:3–4, 30). Excavators coming from oppo-
site directions finally joined their respective 
courses with only a slight miscalculation of 
a few inches, possibly because they fol-
lowed the natural fissures in the limestone.” 
(Walter Kaiser, A History of Israel, page 379). 

2. Hezekiah attempted to buy off the Assyrian king by paying vast tribute 
(2Kings 18.14-16). Note: this argues for the Babylonian emissaries arriving be-
fore Sennacherib’s invasion, otherwise Hezekiah would not have had many 
riches to show them.

3. Hezekiah placed trust in Egypt, hoping for help against Assyria (2Kings 18.21; 
19.9-13; see Isaiah 30.1-5). “Egypt did indeed prove to be a ‘splintered 
reed’ (18:21): Shebitku and Tirhakah retreated without doing the Assyrians 
further harm.” (Eugene Merrill, Kingdom of Priests, page 429) 

 However, Hezekiah’s moment of pride would pass and as he humbled 
himself, the Lord delivered His people as only He could. Once again, the narra-
tive is straight-forward, but take note of the following as you read the text:

 » Lachish (2Kings 18.14): “Lachish was one of the most important cities in 
Judah, guarding a main route from the coastal plain to the Hebron hills” 
(Zondervan Illustrated Bible Background Commentary). “Although the As-
syrian texts do not mention Lachish, Sennacherib pictured this siege with 
graphic and lavish detail on his palace walls in Nineveh.” (Walter Kaiser, A 
History of Israel, page 379). 

 » Tartan, Rab-saris and Rabshakeh (2Kings 18.17): “Those in charge of the 
army sent to Jerusalem are described first as the turtanu (Heb. tartan, “su-
preme commander”)—one of two persons in the Assyrian army with this 
title who often led campaigns on behalf of the emperor… With the turtanu 
were the rab-sarîs (“chief officer,” lit. “chief eunuch”) and the rab-šakah 
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(“field commander,” lit. “chief 
cupbearer”)… The “chief cup-
bearer” did not normally take 
part in military campaigns, but 
he would have accompanied 
the emperor as a personal 
attendant. His presence in this 
delegation is no doubt to be 
explained in terms of his linguis-
tic abilities—he spoke the local 
language.” (Zondervan Illus-
trated Bible Background Com-
mentary)

 » “We trust in the Lord our God” 
(2Kings 18.22): Hezekiah’s re-
ligious reforms were known 
to the Assyrian king and he 
sought to instill doubt in the 
hearts of the people; not only would trust in Egypt fail, but also trust in the 
Lord. After all, no other god had delivered its people (vss. 33-35). 

 » “tore his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth and entered the house of 
the Lord” (2Kings 19.1): this is the turning point in the text. Hezekiah’s pride 
was gone, he would now rely only on the Lord!

 » “reproach the living God” (2Kings 19.16): Hezekiah was aware how other 
nations had fallen to the Assyrians, but Judah was different; her God was 
the living God!

 » “My hook in your nose...” (2Kings 19.28): “This metaphor may reflect actu-
al Assyrian practice. After his second campaign against Egypt in 671 B.C., 
King Esarhaddon erected several victory stelae, the most famous of which 
was found at Samaal (modern Zinçirli) in the foothills of the Anti-Taurus 
mountains in south-central Turkey. This Zinçirli Stela (for the text, see com-
ment on 19:37) depicts Esarhaddon as leading two prisoners, apparently 
Baal I of Tyre and Taharqa of Egypt, by ropes tied to a ring that pierces 
their lips. Ashurbanipal, his successor, further records an act of humiliation 
against Uatea king of Arabia, in which he “pierced his cheeks with the 
sharp-edged spear … put the ring to his jaw, placed a dog collar around 
his neck and made him guard the bar of the east gate of Niniveh.” (ZIBBC).

 » Assyria’s defeat (2Kings 19.35-37): “The annals of Sennacherib record in 
boasting terms his success in shutting up Hezekiah in Jerusalem “like a 
caged bird,” but in keeping with the normal practice of propagandistic 
accounts, he fails to utter a word about the outcome of his tragic adven-
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ture.” (Merrill, page 433) “Herodotus explained this loss as a result of mice 
devouring the quivers, bows, and shield handles of the warriors. Wheth-
er that is a garbled reflection of a sudden attack of the bubonic plague, 
which Yahweh may have used as his instrument of judgment, cannot be 
determined.” (Kaiser 380) Note that Sennacherib, who ridiculed Hezekiah’s 
faith in Jehovah, was slain in the house of his own god. Jehovah can deliv-
er, other gods cannot! 

Future Trouble… And Hope
 The Lord fulfilled His word and delivered Jerusalem from the hand of the 
Assyrians. However, we’ve already noted that troublesome times lay ahead for 
Judah. Recall that after Hezekiah’s pride led him to show the treasures of the 
kingdom to the Babylonian emissaries, the Lord revealed that those treasures 
would be taken away to Babylon… nothing would be left (Isaiah 39.5-7). God’s 
judgment against faithless Judah would be coming soon, but there was still 
hope for the future. Significantly, Isaiah’s prophecies following this pronounce-
ment of judgment are filled with this future hope: the hope of the Messiah and 
His Kingdom!

Isaiah 40:1–5 (NASB95)
1 “Comfort, O comfort My people,” says your God. 2 “Speak kindly to Je-
rusalem; And call out to her, that her warfare has ended, That her iniquity 
has been removed, That she has received of the LORD’S hand Double for 
all her sins.” 3 A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the LORD in the wilder-

ness; Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God. 4 “Let every valley 
be lifted up, And every mountain and hill be made low; And let the rough 
ground become a plain, And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 5 Then the 
glory of the LORD will be revealed, And all flesh will see it together; For the 

mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
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 When the Lord first brought Abraham to 
Canaan He promised, “to your descendants 
I will give this land” (Genesis 12.7). Years later 
the Lord revealed that Abraham’s descen-
dants wouldn’t inherit the land for several gen-
erations because “the iniquity of the Amorite is 
not yet complete” (Genesis 15.16). God’s giv-
ing the land to Israel was both His way of bless-
ing His people AND bringing judgment on the 
nations who had forsaken Him.

 Significantly, the Lord warned Israel that 
they must not defile themselves with any of the 
Canaanites’ idolatrous practices, lest the land 
“spew them out” (Leviticus 18.24-28). Sadly, the 
history of Israel was littered with occurrences 
of their turning from God and defiling them-
selves with the pagan and idolatrous practices 
which the Lord loathed. But during the days 
of Manasseh their iniquity reached a tipping 
point; they were worse than the nations which 
they had supplanted, thus God’s judgment 
was coming!

Manasseh’s Iniquity (2Chronicles 33.1-9; 
2Kings 21.1-9) 

 Hezekiah’s son, Manasseh, reigned longer 
than any other king of Israel. Once again we 
have a situation where a young king served 

as co-regent with his father for several years before assuming sole rule over the 
kingdom. Hezekiah’s illness may have prompted him to install his young son 
as co-regent, but we cannot know for sure. What the text does tell us is that 
Manasseh did not share in his father’s zeal and devotion for the Lord! The text 
gives great attention to the thoroughness of his apostasy:

 » He rebuilt the very high places his father had destroyed (2Chronicles 33.3; 

Lesson 18
Judgment Pronounced
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see 31.1).

 » He erected altars to Baal and made Asherah poles to worship the two chief 
Canaanite fertility gods (2Chronicles 33.3). He even placed one of the Ash-
erah poles in the Temple itself (2Kings 21.7).

 » He worshipped the “host of heaven” (2Chronicles 33.3). Note that he 
named his son “Amon” likely after Egyptian god of the sun.

 » He built altars to various “gods” in the Temple of Jehovah, where His name 
was to dwell forever (2Chronicles 33.4, see 2Chronicles 7.16). Particular note 
is given to the fact that Manasseh constructed altars to the host of heaven 
in the outer courts (vs. 5; see 2Chronicles 4.9). 

 » He sacrificed his sons to Molech in the valley of Ben-hinnom, just as Ahaz 
had done (vs. 6; 2Chronicles 28.2). 

 » He relied on witchcraft and mediums to discern the future (vs. 6; see Deu-
teronomy 18). 

 2Chronicles 33.7-8 refer back to God’s promise when Solomon dedicat-
ed the Temple (see 2Chronicles 7.14-15; 2Kings 9.3-5). The Temple was to be 
a place where Israel could worship the Lord and turn to Him in their times of 
need. Furthermore, Israel would be secure in the land “if only they will observe 
to do all that I have commanded them...” (vs. 8). But Manasseh had turned the 
Lord’s Temple into an idolatrous site and led the people “to do more evil than 
the nations whom the Lord destroyed before the sons of Israel” (vs. 9). Disaster 
loomed.
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God Pronounces Judgment (2Kings 21.9-15)
 The Chronicler simply states that “the Lord spoke to Manasseh and his 
people, but they paid no attention” (2Chronicles 33.10). The writer of Kings goes 
into greater detail, informing us that Judah’s iniquity could be tolerated no lon-
ger. Just as the Lord had judged Ahab and all of Israel, now He would execute 
judgment on the remnant of Judah (vs. 13). God declared this judgment and 
He would not relent. Even though Manasseh’s grandson, Josiah, would be a 
faithful servant of the Lord, Judah would still be punished (see Jeremiah 15.1-4). 
We should recall yet again that by this time the people had departed from the 
Lord and did not faithfully serve Jehovah even when there were faithful kings. 
God’s judgment wasn’t just the result of wicked kings, but due to the apostasy 
of His people.

Manasseh’s Punishment & Repentance (2Chronicles 33.10-20) 
 Judgment was coming on Judah and Jerusalem, but not yet. However, 
the Lord did punish Manasseh, sending him into captivity. “The Assyrian mon-
arch responsible was, clearly, Ashurbanipal (668–627), son and successor to 
Esarhaddon. The reference to Babylon as Manasseh’s destination provides a 
helpful chronological clue, since Ashurbanipal did not bring Babylon under his 
control until 648. Manasseh could not have been taken there earlier. More infor-
mation may be gained from Ashurbanipal’s annals, which recount an invasion 
of Egypt in 667 in which he eventually took the city of Thebes with material as-
sistance from Manasseh. The Assyrian text shows that Manasseh was a vassal of 
Ashurbanipal as early as 667. His removal to Babylon in 648 or shortly thereafter 
suggests that Manasseh had violated his arrangement with Ashurbanipal.” (Eu-
gene Merrill, Kingdom of Priests, page 447).

 Remarkably, Manasseh sincerely repented! The Lord’s mercy and grace 
are evident as He heard his prayer, was moved by the king’s plea and restored 
him to the throne. Interestingly, Manasseh serves as a pattern for what would 
happen to the people. The people would go into captivity because of their 
iniquity, but if and when they returned to the Lord, He would hear and restore 
them (see Deuteronomy 30.1-5). 

Amon’s Iniquity (2Kings 21.19-26; 2Chronicles 33.21-25) 
 Manasseh’s repentance may have resulted in his salvation, but it did not 
promote change in the people or even in his own family. Amon’s brief two year 
reign was marked by apostasy and ended in violence. Interestingly, as Judah’s 
kings became more like the kings of Israel we see that they suffered the same 
demise as those of Israel where political assassination had been common-
place. We are not told what motivation the conspirators, perhaps they were 
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loyal to Jehovah or maybe they wished to break from Assyria (Judah would 
have remained a vassal state to Assyria at this time). Regardless, further blood-
shed followed as the conspirators were killed and the people made Josiah, the 
eight year old son of Amon, the next king of Judah.
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 When the Lord first delivered Israel out of 
Egyptian bondage, He brought them to Mt. Si-
nai and promised that they would be His “own 
possession… a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation”. But for Israel to experience these bless-
ings they must “obey My voice and keep My 
covenant” (Exodus 19.5-6). The main principles 
of the covenant were then enumerated in the 
Ten Commandments (Exodus 20) and the cov-
enant was ratified in a ceremony that includ-
ed the elders of the people swearing, “all that 
the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be 
obedient” (Exodus 24.7). Entering a covenant 
with the Lord brought the assurance that obe-
dience would result in blessings beyond mea-
sure (Leviticus 26.1-13; Deuteronomy 28.1-14), 
but also carried the warning that breaking the 
covenant would result in numerous curses (Le-
viticus 26.14ff; Deuteronomy 28.15ff), the last of 
which would be a return to bondage (Deuter-
onomy 28.68). 

 Throughout our study of the divided king-
dom we’ve seen how both Israel and Judah 
continuously violated God’s covenant. We’ve 
already noted how the final covenant curse 
came upon Israel because she “rejected His 
statutes and His covenant” (2Kings 17.15). God 
was preparing to bring the final curse upon 
Judah, declaring during the days of Manasseh, 

“I will abandon the remnant of My inheritance and deliver them into the hand 
of their enemies, and they will become as plunder and spoil to all their enemies; 
because they have done evil in My sight, and have been provoking Me to 
anger since the day their fathers came from Egypt, even to this day.” (2 Kings 
21:14–15)

 God’s judgment was looming as Josiah came to the throne, a boy only 

Lesson 19
Covenant Renewal
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eight years old. However, he would be so careful to follow the Lord, to keep the 
covenant of God, that his passing would be mourned by the prophet Jeremiah 
(2Chronicles 35.25). In this lesson we will examine how Josiah sought to renew 
the covenant between the people and the Lord. In our next lesson we will look 
more at the geopolitical landscape during Josiah’s reign, and how the chang-
ing power structure of the area resulted in the king’s death and hastened 
God’s judgment on Judah. For now, it is enough to note that for much of Josi-
ah’s reign there was a power void in Palestine. Assyria was weakening, Egypt 
and Babylon were rising, but were not yet strong enough to exert much influ-
ence in the area. Thus, Josiah was able to seek after the Lord with little concern 
for what the surrounding nations were doing.

Josiah seeks the Lord (2Chronicles 34.1-7; 2Kings 22.1-2)
 Josiah may have only been a boy when he came to the throne, but he 
was already wise enough to reject the evil ways of his grandfather Manasseh 
and his father Amon. Perhaps the young king had been influenced by the re-
pentance of Manasseh late in his reign, or maybe his mother or other counsel-
ors were faithful to the Lord.  What we know is that he “walked in the ways of 
his father David and did not turn aside to the right or to the left” (2Chron. 34.2). 
His faithfulness was exactly what God wanted to find in the king (Deuteronomy 
17.20) and the behavior that would result in covenant blessings (see Deuteron-
omy 28.14). 

 The Chronicler lists three significant dates in Josiah’s reign. The first was in 
the 8th year of his reign, when he was 16 years old (632 B.C.). It was at this time 
that his devotion to God began in earnest, for “he began to seek the God 
of his father David” (vs. 3; see Proverbs 8.17). In the 12th year of his reign (628 
B.C.) he began to purge the land of every aspect of idolatry. We will examine 
this purge in more detail later in the lesson, but note that this purge extended 
throughout Judah and the former territory of Israel (vs. 6). The final date given 
was in Josiah’s 18th year of ruling over Judah (622 B.C.). The events of that year 
resulted in the covenant being renewed… for the last time.

Finding the Law and renewing the covenant (2Chronicles 34.8-32; 
2Kings 22.3-23.3)
  Recall that Manasseh had filled the temple with idols and altars (see 
2Kings 21.1-7), and even though Manasseh repented later in his life, it would 
seem that proper worship had not occurred in the Temple for the duration of his 
and Amon’s reigns (a combined total of 57 years). Thus, Josiah not only sought 
to rid the Temple of idol worship, but to restore it completely for the Lord. This 
work was entrusted to the workmen (2Chronicles 34.8-13), but it was while this 
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work was being completed that a wondrous discovery was made: “Hilkiah 
the priest found the book of the law of the Lord given by Moses” (2Chronicles 
34.14). We do not know if this was the entire Pentateuch (Genesis - Deuterono-
my) or just a portion, perhaps Deuteronomy. What we can glean from Josiah’s 
reaction (2Chronicles 34.19,21) is that he was now familiar with the curses that 
would come upon covenant unfaithfulness (see Leviticus 26.14ff; Deuteronomy 
28.15ff). 

 Josiah desired further instruction from the Lord; what could be done since 
they had so flagrantly violated the covenant? Hilkiah was sent to the proph-
etess Huldah, the wife of a man who maintained the priestly garments (i.e. 
the wardrobe). Note that in this matter Josiah was abiding by the Law, relying 
on God’s chosen messengers rather than on the mediums, spiritists, etc. of his 
grandfather (2Chronicles 33.6; see Deuteronomy 18.9ff). Through her the Lord 
revealed that disaster was indeed coming, but Josiah would be spared be-
cause of his humility in seeking the Lord (2Chronicles 34.23-28). 

 Disaster was looming, but that did not deter Josiah from attempting to 
turn the people back to the Lord. He gathered the elders, priests, Levites and 
all the people together in order to read the book of the covenant. As the king 
stood in his place by the two chief pillars of the Temple (see 2Kings 11.14) he re-
newed the covenant between the people and the Lord (2Chronicles 34.30-32). 
However, it would seem that the hearts of the people were not as pure as Jo-
siah’s. Note how the text says he “made” those present to stand with him and 
enter the covenant. Perhaps it is reading too much into the text to see this as 
Josiah forcing the people into the covenant, but when we examine the proph-
ets of this time we will see that the people were not seeking after the Lord.

Defiling what defiles (2Kings 23.4-20; 2Chronicles 34.33) 
 Once the covenant was renewed 
Josiah proceeded to rid the land of all 
traces of idolatry. The Chronicler states 
that “Josiah removed all the abomina-
tions from all the lands belonging to the 
sons of Israel” (2Chronicles 34.33), but the 
writer of Kings goes into much greater 
detail. Note the following measures taken 
by Josiah:

1. He purified the temple of idolatry 
(2Kings 23.4-7). The idols were burned 
and carried to Bethel (10 miles to the 
north) to desecrate that idolatrous 
site and to desecrate the graves of 
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idolaters (note 2Chronicles 34.4). 

2. He defiled the high places throughout Judah (2Kings 23.8-9). Geba was on 
the northern boundary of Judah (see 1Kings 15.22) while Beersheba marked 
the southern boundary. High places were set up in all manner of places, 
including at at least one entrance to Jerusalem.

3. He defiled the site of Molech worship (2Kings 23.10). “Topheth was the cul-
tic installation where children were offered to the god Molech. The word is 
thought to signify the hearth where the child was placed. The Hebrew term 
has parallel terms in both Ugaritic and Aramaic with the meaning ‘furnace, 
fireplace.’ (IVP Bible Background Commentary)

4. He destroyed all idolatrous sites in Jerusalem (2Kings 23.11-12). These includ-
ed objects devoted to the sun, shrines in the king’s palace and altars in the 
Temple.

5. He defiled an idolatrous site which dated back to the reign of Solomon 
(2Kings 23.13). This “mount of destruction” was located on the hill east of 
the city, i.e. the Mount of Olives (see 1Kings 11.7). 

6. He defiled Jeroboam’s shrine at Bethel (2Kings 23.15-18), fulfilling the word 
spoken to that wicked king (see 1Kings 13.1-2).

7. Finally, he went through all of Israel’s territory defiling the high places and 
slaying idolatrous priests. 

 As we conclude, pay attention to the fact that Josiah didn’t just destroy 
idolatrous objects and sites; he defiled them! (note vss. 6, 8, 10, 13, 14, 16, 20) 
Idolatry had defiled the people and brought the curses of the covenant on 
them. To reverse course radical measure were taken: Josiah sought to defile the 
very things that defile!
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 In our previous lesson we noted the great 
lengths taken by Josiah to renew the covenant 
between the people and Jehovah. The Lord’s 
house was repaired, His Law was found and 
read, covenant oaths were taken and a great 
work of purging the land of idolatry was under-
taken. One aspect of Josiah’s covenant re-
newal was not discussed, a celebration of the 
Passover unlike any since the days of Samuel 
(see 2Chronicles 35.18; 2Kings 23.22). The Pass-
over feast was intimately tied to the covenant, 
for not only was its observance mandated by 
the Law (see Leviticus 23.5), but the feast com-
memorated one of the great blessings of the 
covenant: God delivering Israel from Egypt 
(Exodus 12). Now the Lord who had delivered 
His people from bondage was about to send 
them back into bondage (see 2Kings 21.12-
15; 22.16-17). Could proper observance of the 
Passover cause the people to turn their hearts 
back to the Lord and at least postpone this 
disaster, if not prevent it?

Passover observed (2Chronicles 35.1-19; 
2Kings 23.21-23).
 We recently noted another great Passover 
observance, occuring in the days of king Heze-
kiah (see 2Chronicles 30). Yet, the text states 
that the Passover observed in Josiah’s day was 

greater than the one celebrated by Hezekiah; greater than that observed at 
any time since Samuel (2Chronicles 35.18). A few factors may have contributed 
to this favorable designation:

1. Josiah’s Passover was observed on the proper date (2Chronicles 35.1; see 
Leviticus 23.5). Recall that Hezekiah’s Passover had to be delayed until the 

Lesson 20
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second month because the priests had not consecrated themselves (see 
2Chronicles 30.2-3). 

2. Josiah sought to do all according to what was authorized in God’s word. 
This authority was found in the Law of Moses (2Chronicles 35.6,12) and what 
was revealed by David and Solomon (2Chronicles 35.3-4,15). Note: one 
practice begun by Hezekiah was continued by Josiah, indicating its autho-
rization by God; the Levities slaughtered ALL of the Passover lambs (2Chron-
icles 35.6). This change may have been necessitated by the fact that 
the blood was sprinkled on the altar and not on individual mantles (note 
2Chronicles 35.11). 

3. The priests and Levites are noted for their faithfulness in executing their du-
ties (2Chronicles 35.4-6,10-15). This is in contrast to the Passover of Hezekiah 
when many of priests and Levites were ashamed because they had not 
consecrated themselves (2Chronicles 30.15). 

4. The generosity of Josiah and other leaders of Judah (2Chronicles 35.7-9). 

5. Finally, this Passover feast may have been better attended (2Chronicles 
35.18). Recall that many in Israel refused Hezekiah’s invitation to attend the 
Passover (see 2Chronicles 30.10). 

 A few other notes regarding this Passover feast will suffice. First, Josiah’s 
instruction to “put the holy ark in the house...” is uncertain (2Chronicles 35.3). If 
and when the ark was removed is unknown. Perhaps when Manasseh placed 
idols in the Temple, or maybe when the Temple was being repaired. Second, 
notice the sacrifice of bulls (2Chronicles 35.8). These cattle would not have 
been part of the Passover offerings, but burnt offerings given at the same time. 
Portions of these would have been “boiled… in pots” as they were given to the 
priests and Levites (vs. 13). The Passover was to be roasted and none of it was 
to be boiled (see Exodus 12.9). 

Too Little, Too Late (2Kings 23.25-27). 
 Josiah’s efforts were commended in Scripture, but they were not enough. 
“Before him there was no king like him who turned to the LORD with all his heart 
and with all his soul and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; nor 
did any like him arise after him. However, the LORD did not turn from the fierce-
ness of His great wrath with which His anger burned against Judah, because of 
all the provocations with which Manasseh had provoked Him. The LORD said, 
“I will remove Judah also from My sight, as I have removed Israel. And I will cast 
off Jerusalem, this city which I have chosen, and the temple of which I said, 
‘My name shall be there.’ ”” (2 Kings 23:25–27, NASB95) In our next lesson we 
will look at the prophets from this time period, giving us a better understanding 
of the people and why the Lord was not relenting from bringing the covenant 
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curses on His people.

 Josiah’s observance of the Passover was not sufficient to mend the cove-
nant that the people had repeatedly broken. Thankfully, a future descendant 
of Josiah would serve as our Passover lamb (John 1.29; 1Cor. 5.7), being slain for 
us and bringing us into covenant with God (Revelation 5.6-14). 

Death of Josiah (2Chronicles 35.20-27).
 The power structure of the Ancient Near East had changed dramatically 
during Josiah’s 31 year reign. The Assyrian kings Esarhaddon (681-669 B.C.) and 
Ashurbanipal (669-627 B.C.) had extended Assyria’s power into Egypt, conquer-
ing Thebes in 667 B.C. However, Assyrian power rapidly declined, particularly 
following the death of Ashurbanipal. Egypt quickly broke free from the Assyrian 
yoke and Assyria could do nothing to reassert their authority because they had 
problems much closer to home. Numerous peoples were rebelling against As-
syria, chief among them were the Babylonians. “The future of Babylon lay with 
Nabopolassar, the king of the Sealands, who had proclaimed himself king in 626 
B.C… In 612 B.C. Nabopolassar joined forces with Cyaxeres the Mede to cap-
ture Assyria’s capital of Nineveh. The Assyrians retreated westward to the city 
of Haran, but it too fell to the Babylonians and their allies (e.g., the Scythians) in 
610 B.C. The effort of the Egyptians and the Assyrians to retake Haran failed and 
the Assyrians never regained power.” (Walter Kaiser, A History of Israel, pages 
390-391).

 As Assyrian power waned, Egypt changed policy toward their former 
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overlords. Pharoah Neco of Egypt did not wish to see Assyria replaced by an 
even stronger Babylon, thus Egypt marched to bolster the Assyrian forces at 
Carchemish (2Chronicles 35.20). Neco took his forces through Judah, a move 
Josiah would not tolerate. The text indicates that God warned Josiah from inter-
fering (see vss. 21-22), but the king did not listen and would perish in the fight at 
Megiddo.

 All of Judah, most notably the prophet Jeremiah, mourned the passing 
of Josiah (vss. 24-25). The year was 609 B.C. and with the passing of Josiah the 
Lord’s judgment on Judah loomed! 
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 The Scripture says of Josiah that “before 
him there was no king like him who turned to 
the Lord with all his heart and with all his soul 
and with all his might...” (2Kings 23.25). How-
ever, the Scripture continues, “the Lord did 
not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath 
with which His anger burned against Judah, 
because of all the provocations with which 
Manasseh had provoked Him” (2Kings 23.26; 
see 2Kings 21.10-15). To better understand not 
only why God’s people were going into cap-
tivity, but also how the Lord was using the na-
tions, we need to examine the explanations 
the Lord gave through three of his prophets: 
Nahum, Zephaniah and Habbakuk. 

Explanation 1: What Would Happen To 
Assyria? (Nahum)
 The opening phrase of Nahum’s prophecy 
sets the stage for the book’s message: “The or-
acle of Nineveh.” This message from Jehovah 
would focus on Nineveh, the capital city of the 
Assyrian Empire. In our study we’ve noted how 
numerous Assyrian rulers were involved in the 
affairs of Israel and Judah:

 » Shalmaneser III (858-824 BC) fought a co-
alition of kings including Ahab. Later, he would 
receive tribute from Jehu.

 » Adadnirari III (810-783 BC) was the “deliverer” the Lord sent to deliver Jeho-
ahaz (see 2Kings 13.1-7). 

 » Tiglath-pileser III (744-727 BC) invaded Israel during the reign of Menahem 
and exacted heavy tribute (see 2Kings 15.19-20) and took much of Israel’s 
territory during the reign of Pekah (2Kings 15.29). When Hoshea deposed 
Pekah in 732 BC, he was a vassal to the Assyrian king. 

Lesson 21
Explanation of the Prophets
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 » Shalmaneser V (727-722 BC) invaded and laid siege to Samaria, carrying 
Israel away into captivity (2Kings 17.3ff). 

 » Sennacherib (705-681 BC) invaded Judah in the days of Hezekiah, but the 
Lord demonstrated His awesome might in delivering His city (see 2Kings 
18.13-19.36).

 » Esarhaddon (681-669 BC) and Ashurbanipal (669-627 BC) continued to ex-
ert dominance over Judah during the days of Manasseh and would extend 
Assyrian might into Egypt, conquering Thebes in 664 BC. 

While no kings of Judah are mentioned in Nahum, a likely date would be to-
ward the end of Manasseh’s reign. The date would have been after the fall of 
Thebes in 664 BC (Nahum 3.8), but before the fall of Nineveh in 612. The name 
“Nahum” means “comfort” and is significant to the theme of the letter. God’s 
people could take comfort that their Assyrian oppressors would be destroyed. 
But for the Assyrians there would be no comfort (Nahum 3.7).

The Message of Nahum:

Hymn Describing Yahweh (1.2-11) 

 » The hymn glorifies and praises the Lord for His attributes, focusing on His 
power and judgment.

 » His power which controls the forces of nature (vss. 3-6) would be felt by His 
enemies, namely Nineveh (vss.1,11). 

Oracle of Two Verdicts (1.12-2.2)

 » Even though the Lord had used the Assyrians to afflict His people (1.12; cf. 
Isaiah 10.5-11), they would afflict His people no longer.

 » Judah could look forward to peace and blessings, but the Assyrians and 
their gods would be completely cut off (1.14).

Increased Confrontation (2.3-13)

 » This passage describes an attack (vss. 3-4) and even though there is a hur-
ried defense (vs. 5), it would be ineffective (vss. 6-8). The city would be left 
open and defenseless (vss. 9-10).

 » Nineveh’s former ferocity is now a source of mockery (vss. 11-12).

 » Even though it would be the Babylonians who would defeat the Assyrians, 
the Lord makes it clear that He is the reason they will fall. “I am against 
you…” (vs. 13).

“Woe, Bloody City” (3.1-7)

 » “Bloody city” was an apt description for Nineveh given her many atrocities 
(vss. 1-4).

 » But since the Lord was against them (vs. 5) she would be devastated and 
brought to shame.
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A Satire Against Might (3.8-13)

 » Nahum was probably penned at the height of Assyrian power, shortly after 
the defeat of Thebes (No-amon, see 3.8).

 » No one at that time would have thought Assyria could fall, but they would 
because the Lord had declared it!

Useless Preparations (3.14-19)

 » Assyria might have boasted in her numerous merchants and guards, but 
they would be of no avail. She would be devastated like locusts consume 
vegetation.

 » Ultimately, nothing could prevent Assyria’s fall. Her wound was incurable.

Major Themes:

1. The Lord is faithful. Nahum uses the name “Yahweh” (Lord) 13 times in the 
letter. This was His covenant name and emphasized that He would remain 
faithful to His people and destroy His enemies (see 1.7-8).

2. He is Lord of ALL the earth. The Lord had used the Assyrians to punish His 
people, but now He would punish the Assyrians (1.12-13). He would do this 
because He is Lord over all people!

3. Thus, His people have hope. When Nahum wrote his prophecy, Assyria was 
completely dominant. But God’s people could believe in a better future 
because their Lord had promised it (see 1.15-2.2).

Explanation 2: What Would Happen To God’s People? (Zephaniah)
 The prophet Zephaniah was another great-grandson of Hezekiah and 
prophesied during the reign of his cousin Josiah (see Zephaniah 1.1). It seems 
likely that Zephaniah’s prophecies occurred 
shortly after the Law was found and were in-
tended to aid Josiah’s reforms. It’s clear from 
the text that the people had not yet given up 
their idols (Zephaniah 1.5), yet the Lord was still 
offering the people hope if they would repent 
(Zephaniah 2.1-3). Furthermore, Zephaniah uses 
numerous quotations from Deuteronomy indi-
cating that the Law had been found and would 
have been familiar to the people:

The Message of Zephaniah: the Day of the Lord

The day of judgment (1.2-3.8)

• Zeph 1.13; Deut 28.30.
• Zeph 1.13; Deut. 28.39.
• Zeph 1.15; Deut 28.53,55,57. 
• Zeph 1.15; Deut 4.11.
• Zeph 1.17; Deut 28.29.
• Zeph 1.18; Deut 32.21-22.
• Zeph 3.5; Deut 32.4.
• Zeph 3.17; Deut 28.63; 30.9. 
• Zeph 3.19-20; Deut 26.19.
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 » God’s judgment on the world (1.2-3) and on Judah and Jerusalem (1.4-6).

 » The day of the Lord announced (1.7).

 » Judgments on that day against God’s people (1.8-13) and on the world 
(1.14-18).

 » How the people should respond (2.1-3).

 » Judgments on the nations (2.4-15) and on Jerusalem (3.1-7).

The day of hope (3.8-20)

 » His people called to “wait” for the Lord (3.8)

 » Return of His people (3.9-10)

 » Restoration of a sinful people (3.11-13)

 » Rejoicing of a saved people (3.14-20)

Lessons Regarding the Day of the Lord

1. Two sides of the Day: In Zephaniah’s prophecy the Day of the Lord is both 
a day of punishment (1.8-9, 14-18) and a day of blessing (3.11, 16-17). The 
New Testament refers to the day in the same way, as a day of destruction 
(2Peter 3.10) and a day of promise (2Peter 3.13). Furthermore, Zephaniah 
shows how both aspects of the Day are related, i.e. God’s judgments on 
that day are necessary so that God’s remnant can be blessed (see Zeph-
aniah 3.8, 19-20). We would do well to remember this when we question 
God’s judgment on this world: His judgment MUST happen if we are to truly 
be saved.

2. The Day is near: Zephaniah declared that the Day when God would judge 
Jerusalem was near (1.7,14) even though it still be several years before God 
destroyed the city and Temple. But the Day is emphasized as being near 
so that the wicked might repent (1.12) and so that the righteous might be 
comforted (3.8). The New Testament emphasizes the nearness of that day 
for the same reasons (see 2Peter 3.10) 

3. Preparations can be made: That is the message of Zephaniah 2.1-3. The 
Day is coming, but if the people would turn and seek the Lord they look for-
ward to that Day, rather than dread His approach. We are encouraged to 
do the same (see 2Peter 3.14-15).

Explanation 3: How Would God Use Babylon? (Habbakuk)
 For centuries the Babylonians and Assyrians had striven for mastery of Mes-
opotamia... and the entire ancient near east. For much of the divided kingdom 
period Assyria had been the dominant power, but the Lord declared to Heze-
kiah that it was the Babylonians who would take his treasures and even his sons 
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into captivity (2Kings 20.17-18). Habakkuk’s prophecy occurred at a time when 
Babylon’s power had grown, and the day when they would afflict God’s peo-
ple was drawing near.

The Message of Habakkuk:

Habakkuk’s first complaint and the Lord’s response (1.1-11)

 » Habakkuk complains that the Lord had not yet judged the iniquity of His 
people (1.1-4)

 » The Lord replies that He would soon bring the Chaldeans (i.e. Babylonians) 
in judgment against His people (1.5-11)

Habakkuk’s second complaint and the Lord’s response (1.12-2.20)

 » Habakkuk complains that the Lord was using a people more wicked than 
the Jews to punish them (1.12-17)

 » Habakkuk waits for the Lord’s reply (2.1)

 » The Lord’s reply: the proud will perish, but the righteous will live by faith (2.2-
20)

Habakkuk’s prayer of faith (chapter 3)

 » Habakkuk approaches in reverence (3.1-2)

 » Habakkuk remembers how the Lord delivered His people in the past (3.3-15)

 » Habakkuk pledges to rejoice in the Lord no matter what hardships may 
come (3.16-19)

Lessons from Habakkuk:

1. The righteous have always lived by faith (2.4). This passage is well known 
primarily for its use in Romans 1.17. God’s point to Habakkuk was that His 
true people would have life, true life, if they maintained faith in Him. Paul 
uses the passage to show that God’s people have always been those who 
placed their faith in Him.

2. Faith will endure trial (3.16-19). The book closes with stirring words. Habakkuk 
knew that difficult days were coming, days of distress and famine. Yet, he 
would continue to rejoice in the Lord knowing He would provide strength 
and salvation. Habakkuk would live by his faith.
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 God’s prophet Habbakuk had wondered 
“how long” he would have to witness the in-
iquity of his people (see Habakkuk 1.1-4). The 
Lord responded by saying He “was raising up 
the Chaldeans, that fierce and impetuous 
people who march throughout the earth to 
seize dwelling places which are not theirs” 
(Habakkuk 1.6). The Chaldeans were an eth-
nic group in southern Mesopotamia who be-
came the dominant people of Babylon… the 
very people whom the Lord said would take 
Hezekiah’s treasures and sons away to Babylon 
(2Kings 20.17-18). These were the people God 
would use to execute His judgment on Judah 
(see 2Kings 21.10-15). In this lesson we will see 
how Babylon ascended to the position of 
dominance over Judah.

Jehoahaz’ Brief Reign (2Kings 23.31-34; 
2Chronicles 36.1-4)
 Following Josiah’s death at Megiddo 
(2Kings 23.29-30), the people made Jehoahaz 
king, even though he was not Josiah’s eldest 
son (Jehoahaz was 23, Jehoiakim was 25 ac-
cording to vs. 36). Jehoahaz may have been 
anti-Assyria / anti-Egypt, thus winning the af-
fection of the people who mourned the death 
of Josiah at the hand of the Egyptians. Regard-
less, he wouldn’t reign long for after 3 months 

he was summoned to Neco’s camp at Riblah (in Syria) and deposed. Neco 
had been unsuccessful in aiding the Assyrian forces at Haran and had been 
forced to withdraw his forces south of the Euphrates. Yet, he still wished to exert 
power and influence over Judah, thus he replaced Jehoahaz with his brother 
Jehoiakim and placed a heavy tribute on the king ($1.3-1.7 million dollars in sil-
ver and $1.1-1.4 million dollars in gold). Jehoahaz would ultimately be taken to 

Lesson 22
Babylon Ascendant
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Egypt, where he would die in captivity (see Jeremiah 22.11-12). 

Jehoiakim Becomes A Vassal Of Babylon, Then Rebels (2Kings 23.34-
24.5; 2Chronicles 36.5-8) 

 Jehoiakim would be under the dominion of the Egyptian Pharaoh for 3 
years, during which time he was required to pay the yearly tribute of 100 talents 
of silver and 1 talent of gold. By this time Judah would have been a poor coun-
try as they had been under the dominion of the Assyrians and now the Egyp-
tians. All Jehoiakim could do was tax the people further so that he could pay 
the required tribute (2Kings 23.35). This set the stage for one of the Lord’s most 
scathing rebukes of the king, for in the midst of financial ruin he had undertaken 
the construction of his own ornate house (see Jeremiah 22.13-19)! No wonder 
the Lord said the people would not lament for him and that Jehoiakim would 
be “buried with a donkey’s burial”. Jeremiah’s prophecies also help us better 
understand the indictment against Jehoiakim that he, “did evil in the sight of 
the Lord” (2Kings 23.37). Jeremiah records how this wicked king pursued and 
killed a prophet of the Lord (Jeremiah 26.20-23) and casually burned the words 
of the Lord (Jeremiah 36.20-26). 

 2Kings 24 begins with these ominous words: “In his days Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylon came up...” Nebuchadnezzar was the son of Nabopolassar who 
had proclaimed himself king of Babylon in 626, and then proceeded to capture 
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the Assyrian strongholds of Ashur, Nineveh and Haran. In 605 BC the Babylo-
nian army, under the command of Nebuchadnezzar, struck a decisive victory 
against the forces of Assyria and Egypt at Carchemish. Nebuchadnezzar pur-
sued the Egyptian army deep into Syria and Palestine before receiving word of 
his father’s death in Babylon. It’s unsure if Nebuchadnezzar personally visited 
Jerusalem before rushing back to Babylon to claim the throne, or if he only sent 
some of his forces. Regardless, Jehoiakim was now a vassal of the Babylonian 
king! The Chronicler states that Nebuchadnezzar had the Judean king bound 
with bronze chains, intending to take him captive to Babylon (2Chronicles 36.6). 
However, the Babylonian king relented and Jehoiakim was allowed to remain 
on the throne, no doubt having pledged loyalty to his new overlord. Howev-
er, the Lord revealed that this was only the beginning of how the Babylonians 
would afflict Judah and Jerusalem (see Jeremiah 25). 

 After securing the throne for himself, Nebuchadnezzar once again turned 
his attention toward Egypt. However, an attempted invasion in 601 BC ended 
in a bloody stalemate. Jehoiakim likely saw this a sign of Babylonian weakness, 
thus he rebelled (2Kings 24.1). It would be a few years before Nebuchadnezzar 
could bring all of his forces against the rebel king in Jerusalem, but in the mean-
time he sent bands of fighters to harass and destroy what they could (2Kings 
24.2). As the text relates, all of this was to fulfill what the prophets said and to 
bring about the removal of the people from the land.

 

Daniel Taken Captive
 The book of Daniel opens by recording how, “In the third year of the reign 
of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusa-
lem and besieged it.” (Daniel 1:1, NASB95) This was the coming of Nebuchad-
nezzar we noted in 2Kings 24.1, and the beginning of the fulfillment of what the 
Lord had said would happen to Hezekiah’s treasures and descendants (see 
2Kings 20.17-18). The text of Daniel emphasizes that this occurred not because 
of the Babylonian king’s might, but because “the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of 
Judah into his hand...” (Daniel 1.2). Daniel, a youth from a noble family (Daniel 
1.3-4), was taken to Babylon in 605 BC and would remain there throughout the 
70 years of captivity. Time will not allow us to consider the book of Daniel in any 
detail, but we should note a couple of important lessons the book provides.

1. The Lord rules in the kingdoms of men. Daniel 2 relates how the Lord knew 
other kingdoms would arise after that of Babylon, but that the Lord would 
ultimately destroy them all and establish His own everlasting Kingdom. Dan-
iel 4 records how Nebuchadnezzar was humbled until he recognized that 
“the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whom-
ever He wishes.” The faithful remnant needed this reassurance that their 
Lord had not been defeated, but was in fact bringing His will to pass as He 



111

judged the wicked.

2. The righteous live by faith. Recall that in Habakkuk’s prophecy the Lord 
said, “as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; but the righteous 
will live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2.4). Whether Jehoiakim or Nebuchadnez-
zar, the proud would be brought down. But what of the righteous? Daniel 
serves as an example of one who lived by faith (note Daniel 1.8) and lived 
because of his righteousness. 
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 The book of Daniel opens by declaring 
how “the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah” 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 1.2). 
Later, Daniel would declare to the Babylonian 
king that “you, o king, are the king of kings, to 
whom the God of heaven has given the king-
dom, the power, the strength and the glory; 
and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the 
beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky, He 
has given them into your hand and caused 
you to rule over them all” (Daniel 2.37-38). The 
Lord had exalted Babylon and placed Judah 
under her dominion, but Judah’s kings would 
rebel against their Babylonian master just as 
they rebelled against the Lord. This rebellion 
against the Lord and His chosen rulers would 
result in the end of the Davidic line, the de-
struction of the place where the Lord caused 
His name to dwell, and the expulsion of the 
people from the land.

 We noted in our last lesson how Jehoiakim 
was a faithful vassal to Nebuchadnezzar for 3 
years, but then rebelled (2Kings 24.1). It would 
seem that Jehoiakim made the mistake that 
so many of Judah’s kings would make, plac-
ing his hope in Egypt. Yet, the text records that 
“the king of Egypt did not come out of his land 
again...” (2Kings 24.7). Nebuchadnezzar sent 
raiding bands against Jerusalem until he could 
muster his forces, and in December of 598 BC 

the Babylonian king left his capital and marched his army toward Syria and Pal-
estine. Jehoiakim died as the Babylonian forces set out. We are not told how he 
died, possibly as a result of the various raiding parties who made war against 
the men of Judah. What we do know is that he was not accorded a noble buri-
al (see Jeremiah 22.18-19). 

Lesson 23
Last Kings of Judah
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Jehoiachin & The Second Wave of Captives (2Kings 24.6-16;  
2Chron. 36.8-10) 
 Nebuchadnezzar was already on the march when Jehoiachin succeeded 
his father as king of Judah. Nevertheless, he continued to practice evil during 
his short three month reign. Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem, but Jehoiachin 
did not put up a fight. When Nebuchadnezzar arrived the young king went out 
to him. The Babylonians took Jehoiachin, his mother, the officials of the city, the 
treasures of the Temple and all the strong of the land into captivity. “None re-
mained except the poorest people of the land” (2Kings 24.14). 

 It would seem that many in Judah still viewed Jehoiachin as the legitimate 
king, even after his deportation (note the false prophecy of Hananiah in Jer-
emiah 28.4). However, the Lord declared that not only would Jehoiachin nev-
er return, but that none of his heirs would ever rule over Judah: “Thus says the 
LORD, ‘Write this man down childless, A man who will not prosper in his days; For 
no man of his descendants will prosper Sitting on the throne of David Or ruling 
again in Judah.’” (Jeremiah 22.30, see also vss. 24-29). Both 2Kings and Jeremi-
ah end by showing how Jehoiachin remained in Babylon for the rest of his life, 
even though he was ultimately freed from prison and provided for by the king 
of Babylon.

 The Babylonians were unlike the Assyrians in that they did not disperse 
their captives, but resettled them as a community. The captives of Judah were 
resettled along the river Chebar in Babylon. Ezekiel was among the exiles and 
was commissioned by God to be His spokesman. However, even though the 
people were being punished for their sins, they were not of an attitude to re-
pent: “Then He said to me, ‘Son of man, I am sending you to the sons of Israel, 
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to a rebellious people who have rebelled against Me; they and their fathers 
have transgressed against Me to this very day. I am sending you to them who 
are stubborn and obstinate children, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord GOD.’ As for them, whether they listen or not—for they are a rebellious 
house—they will know that a prophet has been among them.’” (Ezekiel 2:3–5, 
NASB95). However, as stubborn as they were the Lord deemed referred to them 
as “good figs” who would ultimately have “a heart to know Me” as opposed to 
those who remained in Jerusalem who would be “a terror and an evil for all the 
kingdoms of the earth, as a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse in all 
places where I will scatter them” (Jeremiah 24). 

 We should also note Jeremiah 29 which records the letter Jeremiah sent 
to the captives in Babylon. They had heard that their return home was eminent, 
but those were false hopes. God counseled them to resume normal lives of 
building, planting, starting families and to “seek the welfare of the city where 
I have sent you” (vss. 5-7). “For thus says the LORD, ‘When seventy years have 
been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My good word to you, to 
bring you back to this place. ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares 
the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a 
hope. ‘Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to 

you. ‘You will seek Me and 
find Me when you search for 
Me with all your heart. ‘I will 
be found by you,’ declares 
the LORD, ‘and I will restore 
your fortunes and will gather 
you from all the nations and 
from all the places where I 
have driven you,’ declares 
the LORD, ‘and I will bring 
you back to the place from 
where I sent you into exile.’” 
(Jeremiah 29:10–14, NASB95).

Zedekiah’s Covenant Breaking (2Kings 24.17-20; 2Chron. 36.10-14) 
 When Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoiachin captive he appointed his uncle 
as king of Judah, changing his name from Mattaniah to Zedekiah. Zedekiah 
would be the third son of Josiah to rule as king… and the last king of Judah. Like 
so many others, Zedekiah “did evil in the sight of the Lord”. The chronicler spec-
ifies a few of Zedekiah’s transgressions. Of particular importance was how Ze-
dekiah, the priests and the people “defiled the house of the Lord which He had 
sanctified in Jerusalem” (2Chronicles 36.14). Significantly, Ezekiel was carried to 
the Temple in a vision and there he was shown all the ways in which the Lord’s 
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Temple had been profaned (Ezekiel 8). The vision concluded with the Lord leav-
ing the Temple (Ezekiel 10.18-19) and the city of Jerusalem (Ezekiel 11.22-23). 
Earlier, Jeremiah had warned the people from putting their trust in the fact that 
God’s Temple still stood in Jerusalem (see Jeremiah 7.4). Yes, the Temple was 
there, but it was profaned and uninhabited by the Lord! It would soon be de-
stroyed.

 Zedekiah also refused to “humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet” 
(2Chronicles 36.12). In particular, he rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar (2Chron-
icles 36.13) even though  Jeremiah had urged Zedekiah to submit to the Baby-
lonians (Jeremiah 27). “Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon 
and serve him and his people, and live! Why will you die, you and your people, 
by the sword, famine and pestilence, as the LORD has spoken to that nation 
which will not serve the king of Babylon? So do not listen to the words of the 
prophets who speak to you, saying, ‘You will not serve the king of Babylon,’ for 
they prophesy a lie to you; for I have not sent them,” declares the LORD, “but 
they prophesy falsely in My name, in order that I may drive you out and that 
you may perish, you and the prophets who prophesy to you.” (Jeremiah 27:12–
15, NASB95) Jeremiah 28 records how one false prophet, Hananiah, urged re-
bellion against Babylon and promised that the Lord would bring the captives 
home in only 2 years. But the Lord had given the people into the hand of the 
Babylonian king and Hananiah would perish for his falsehood. Zedekiah would 
rebel, but as the Lord revealed to Ezekiel this rebellion would not succeed (Eze-
kiel 17.11-21). 
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 The Lord had been ready to destroy the 
Israelites following their breaking the covenant 
by making the golden calf (Exodus 32). How-
ever, Moses interceded for the people and the 
Lord relented. It was soon after that the Lord 
would pass in front of Moses and declare His 
own glory: “Then the LORD passed by in front 
of him and proclaimed, ‘The LORD, the LORD 
God, compassionate and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and 
truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, 
who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet 
He will by no means leave the guilty unpun-
ished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the chil-
dren and on the grandchildren to the third and 
fourth generations.’” (Exodus 34:6–7, NASB95) 
The Lord’s compassion and slowness to anger 
have been manifest throughout our study of 
the divided kingdom. However, His anger had 
also been manifest and His righteous indigna-
tion was about to bring judgment on His peo-
ple. 

Lesson 24
No Remedy

15 The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent word 
to them again and again by His messengers, be-
cause He had compassion on His people and on 
His dwelling place; 16 but they continually mocked 

the messengers of God, despised His words and 
scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD 

arose against His people, until there was no rem-
edy. 17 Therefore He brought up against them the 
king of the Chaldeans who slew their young men 

with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and 
had no compassion on young man or virgin, old 

man or infirm; He gave them all into his hand.

(2 Chronicles 36:15–17, NASB95)
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The Siege of Jerusalem (2Kings 25.1-7) 
 2Kings 24.20 ends by stating that “Zedekiah rebelled against the king of 
Babylon.” Thus, it’s unsurprising that chapter 25 begins with recounting how 
Nebuchadnezzar besieged the city of Jerusalem for two years. Pharaoh Hoph-
ra came to the throne of Egypt in 588 BC and it would appear that Zedekiah 
made the mistake of so many previous kings: he ignored the Lord’s warnings 
and placed his trust in Egypt. Even as the Babylonians were marching toward 
Jerusalem, the Lord instructed Jeremiah to go to the valley of Ben-hinnom and 
declare the calamity that was approaching (Jeremiah 19). Jeremiah’s willing-
ness to proclaim the Lord’s message would result in his imprisonment (Jeremiah 
20.1-2), but soon thereafter Zedekiah inquired of Jeremiah if the Lord would de-
liver them from Babylon (Jeremiah 21.1-2). The Lord’s answer was not what the 
king hoped to hear (Jeremiah 21.3-14). 

 They Egyptians did send an army against the Babylonians, which resulted 
in a temporary lifting of the siege around Jerusalem (Jeremiah 37.11). Howev-
er, the reprieve was short-lived and the 
Babylonians quickly resumed the siege 
of Jerusalem. Meanwhile, the Babylo-
nians were also capturing the remaining 
cities of Judah. Archaeology has illumi-
nated the situation in Judah at this time, 
namely in the Lachish Letters. “Most of 
these letters are addressed to Yoash, 
commander of the Judean forces at 
Lachish from a man named Hoshaiah. 
Hoshaiah appears to be in charge of 
an outpost north of Lachish where he 
could see the smoke signals from Aze-
kah. Ostacon IV read, ‘And let [my 
lord] know that we are watching for 
the signals of Lachish, according to all 
indications which my lord has given, for 
we cannot see Azekah.’ Jeremiah 34:7 
noted that Lachish and Azekah were 
the last cities to fall to Nebuchadnezzar 
before he finally took Jerusalem. Ap-
parently Azekah too had fallen according to the letter IV when no more signals 
came, just before Lachish and then Jerusalem fell.” (Walter Kaiser, A History of 
Israel, pages 404-405) 

 On the 9th day of the 4th month of the 11th year of Zedekiah’s reign, 
the walls of Jerusalem were breached (2Kings 25.2-3; Jeremiah 39.2). The king, 
along with his men of war, managed to escape from the city and fled toward 

Top: Lachish Ostacon III
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Jericho (Arabah). However, they were overtaken, captured and taken to Ne-
buchadnezzar’s headquarters at Riblah. There Zedekiah was forced to watch 
the execution of his sons before having his eyes put out and being led bound 
to Babylon. Never again would there be an Israelite king reigning in Jerusalem.

Jerusalem Destroyed (2Kings 
25.8-21; 2Chronicles 36.15-21) 
 Just a little over a month later, 
on the 7th day of the 5th month, the 
Babylonians leveled Jerusalem. They 
burned all of the houses, broke down 
the walls of the city and sent the in-
habitants into exile. Only “the poorest 
of the land” were left behind to tend 
the land (2Kings 25.12). The great Tem-
ple of God received special attention 
as it was completely stripped of any-
thing of value. Recall that the Temple 
had already been looted by the Bab-
ylonians on two previous occasions 
(see Daniel 1.1-2; 2Kings 24.13). Now, 
nothing was spared! Even the great 
bronze pillars which Solomon erected 
at the entrance of the Temple, Boaz 
and Jachin (see 2Chron. 3.15-17),  
were broken into pieces so they could 
be transported to Babylon. The Lord’s message to Hezekiah had come to pass: 
“‘Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, and all that your 
fathers have laid up in store to this day will be carried to Babylon; nothing shall 
be left,’ says the LORD.” (2 Kings 20:17, NASB95)

 But Nebuchadnezzar wasn’t finished, for not only would the house of the 
Lord be destroyed, but punishment would also be meted out to those who 
served in the Temple. Thus the chief priest, second priest and various officials 
were summoned to Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah, and there they were executed 
(2Kings 25.18-21). The year was 586 B.C., and the Temple which Solomon had 
built almost 400 years earlier, the place where Israel could turn and know that 
God would hear (see 1Kings 8.46-53), was no more. “Thus Judah and Jerusalem 
ceased to be the focus of divine covenant activity on earth.” (Eugene Merrill, 
Kingdom of Priests, page 466). 

 Jeremiah had suffered greatly through this ordeal. Remember that he 
had counseled Zedekiah to submit to the Babylonians (Jeremiah 27), and so he 
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was viewed suspiciously by the priests and others in the king’s court. An occa-
sion came during the siege where Jeremiah tried to leave the city, but he was 
arrested, accused of treason and thrown into prison (Jeremiah 37.15). Later he 
was cast into a watery pit, where he would have perished if not for the kindness 
of an Ethiopian (Jeremiah 38.7-13). Jeremiah tried once more to convince Ze-
dekiah to submit to the Babylonians, but once again the king refused to heed 
the Lord’s message (Jeremiah 38.17-23). Upon taking Jerusalem, Nebuchad-
nezzar freed Jeremiah from his captivity (Jeremiah 39.11-14). But the prophet’s 
sorrows were not over, for as he surveyed the carnage he would write, “My 
eyes fail because of tears, My spirit is greatly troubled; My heart is poured out 
on the earth Because of the destruction of the daughter of my people, When 
little ones and infants faint In the streets of the city. They say to their mothers, 
“Where is grain and wine?” As they faint like a wounded man In the streets of 
the city, As their life is poured out On their mothers’ bosom. How shall I admon-
ish you? To what shall I compare you, O daughter of Jerusalem? To what shall 
I liken you as I comfort you, O virgin daughter of Zion? For your ruin is as vast as 
the sea; Who can heal you?” (Lamentations 2:11–13, NASB95) And Jeremiah 
would know that all of this destruction was a result of the Lord’s righteous anger 
(Lamentations 2.7-8).

 News of Jerusalem’s destruction swiftly reached the captives in Babylon 
(Ezekiel 33.21). Tragically, the Lord revealed to Ezekiel that this great calamity 
would not result in the repentance of the people who remained in the land, 
and so the Lord declared “As I live, surely those who are in the waste places 
will fall by the sword, and whoever is in the open field I will give to the beasts to 
be devoured, and those who are in the strongholds and in the caves will die of 
pestilence.” (Ezekiel 33:27, NASB95) Our next lesson will look further at the after-
math of Jerusalem’s destruction.
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 Jerusalem, along with the other fortified 
cities of Judah, lay in ruins. The Lord’s Temple 
had been stripped of anything of value, then 
burned to the ground. Zedekiah, the last king 
of Judah, had been blinded and taken bound 
to Babylon. The people, except for the poor-
est of the poor, had been taken captive and 
resettled in Babylon. One would hope that in 
the aftermath of such a disaster those who 
remained would have turned to the Lord, sub-
mitting to His will so that they could once again 
be blessed. However, the text reveals the op-
posite to be true; the people would continue in 
rebellion and would suffer the consequences.

Gedaliah Slain (2Kings 25.22-25;  
Jeremiah 40-41) 

 The policy of the Babylonians toward con-
quered peoples was different than that of the 
Assyrians. Not only did the Babylonians resettle 
populations together, rather than dispersing 
them, they would also appoint a local official 
to govern the remaining population, so long as 
they remained loyal to Babylon. Nebuchad-
nezzar chose Gedaliah to govern the people, 
and his headquarters was located at Mizpah 
(~ 8 miles north of Jerusalem). Significantly, 
Gedaliah was of the royal family and was the 
son of a man, Ahikam, who’d previously come 

to the defense of Jeremiah (see Jeremiah 26.24). Speaking of Jeremiah, once 
he was freed from prison by the Babylonians he was given the choice to go to 
Babylon or remain in the land. He chose to remain with Gedaliah and the rest 
of the people at Mizpah (Jeremiah 40.1-6).

 Gedaliah’s governorship had a promising beginning as the people gath-

Lesson 25
Aftermath
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ered to him at Mizpah, including their brethren who’d previously fled to Moab, 
Ammon, Edom and other countries (Jeremiah 40.11). Gedaliah promised the 
people that he would “stay at Mizpah to stand for you before the Chaldeans 
who come to us; but as for you, gather in wine and summer fruit and oil and 
put them in your storage vessels, and live 
in your cities that you have taken over.” 
(Jeremiah 40.10) And it would seem that 
they were blessed by the Lord as they 
“gathered in wine and summer fruit in 
great abundance” (Jeremiah 40.12). 

 Tragically, other forces were at work. 
Baalis, the king of Ammon, conspired with 
a Jew named Ishmael to murder Geda-
liah. We don’t know what motivated the 
conspirators, perhaps the king of Ammon 
was not content with a Jewish remnant 
still living in the land; perhaps he had de-
signs on the land for himself. Another Isra-
elite named Johanan became aware of 
the plot and warned the governor, even 
offered to slay Ishmael before the conspiracy could act (Jeremiah 40.15), but 
Gedaliah would not believe the report. Only 2 months after Jerusalem was de-
stroyed, Ishmael acted by slaying not only Gedaliah, but all of those who were 
with him… including Babylonians (Jeremiah 41.2-3)! Ishmael’s rampage contin-
ued the next day as he slew 80 men who had journeyed from Shechem, spar-
ing only those who promised to reveal where they’d hidden supplies (Jeremiah 
41.4-8). Finally, Ishmael rounded up all of the inhabitants of Mizpah and set out 
for Ammon, but Johanan was able to overtake Ishmael and rescue the people. 
However, more trials were in store, for the people “went and stayed in Geruth 
Chimham, which is beside Bethlehem, in order to proceed into Egypt because 
of the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of them, since Ishmael the son of Neth-
aniah had struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon 
had appointed over the land.” (Jeremiah 41:17–18, NASB95)

Flight to Egypt (2Kings 25.26; Jeremiah 42-44) 
 Jeremiah 42 begins with a hopeful note as Johanan and the rest of the 
people approach Jeremiah, asking the prophet to inquire of the Lord as to 
what they should do. They even swore to heed the Lord’s counsel, saying “May 
the LORD be a true and faithful witness against us if we do not act in accor-
dance with the whole message with which the LORD your God will send you to 
us. Whether it is pleasant or unpleasant, we will listen to the voice of the LORD 
our God to whom we are sending you, so that it may go well with us when we 
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listen to the voice of the LORD our God.” (Jeremiah 42:5–6, NASB95) However, 
the people proved to be false. The message of the Lord was that they should 
stay in the land, submitting to Babylon, and they would be blessed. Further-
more, the Lord warned that if they fled to Egypt  “then the sword, which you 
are afraid of, will overtake you there in the land of Egypt; and the famine, 
about which you are anxious, will follow closely after you there in Egypt, and 
you will die there” (Jeremiah 42.16, NASB95). The people accused Jeremiah of 
lying and not only fled to Egypt, but compelled Jeremiah to go with them (Jer-
emiah 43.1-6)!

 Their first stop in Egypt was Taphanes, in the eastern Nile River delta. There 
the Lord instructed Jeremiah to hide stones in Pharaoh’s palace for “I am going 
to send and get Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and I am 
going to set his throne right over these stones that I have hidden; and he will 
spread his canopy over them. He will also come and strike the land of Egypt; 
those who are meant for death will be given over to death, and those for cap-
tivity to captivity, and those for the sword to the sword.” (Jeremiah 43:10–11, 
NASB95) Nebuchadnezzar would have future campaigns in Egypt and “a frag-
mentary text now owned by the British Museum in London states that Nebu-
chadnezzar carried out a punitive expedition against Egypt in his thirty-seventh 
year (568-567 B.C.), during the reign of Pharaoh Amasis” (Archaeological Study 
Bible, Page 1265).  

 Jeremiah 44 begins with an appeal to the people, reminding them of all 
the calamity they had experienced and declaring that their continued obsti-
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nacy would only result in further disaster. But the people, afflicted as they were, 
would not listen! “As for the message that you have spoken to us in the name of 
the LORD, we are not going to listen to you! But rather we will certainly carry out 
every word that has proceeded from our mouths, by burning sacrifices to the 
queen of heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, just as we ourselves, our 
forefathers, our kings and our princes did in the cities of Judah and in the streets 
of Jerusalem; for then we had plenty of food and were well off and saw no mis-
fortune. But since we stopped burning sacrifices to the queen of heaven and 
pouring out drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything and have met 
our end by the sword and by famine.” (Jeremiah 44:16–18, NASB95) And so the 
Lord’s message to the people concludes with a pronouncement of judgment: 
“Behold, I am watching over them for harm and not for good, and all the men 
of Judah who are in the land of Egypt will meet their end by the sword and by 
famine until they are completely gone.” (Jeremiah 44:27, NASB95)

 Perhaps no verse better incapsulates the attitude of the people toward 
the Lord during the entire period of the divided kingdom than Jeremiah 44.7: 
“Why are you doing great harm to yourselves, so as to cut off from you man 
and woman, child and infant, from among Judah, leaving yourselves without 
remnant...?” The history of Israel was one of self-inflicted harm, all resulting from 
their rejection of the Lord. The lesson for us should be obvious...

“Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were 
written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have 

come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does 
not fall.” (1 Corinthians 10:11–12, NASB95)
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 Our study has painted a bleak picture of 
God’s people. Homeless and leaderless be-
cause of their constant covenant breaking, 
and without prospect of any change in their 
immediate fortunes, what hope was there? But 
hope is exactly what God held out for Israel! 
Consider the Lord’s instructions to Jeremiah to 
purchase his cousin’s field at Anathoth (Jere-
miah 32.6-8). Jeremiah, though imprisoned, did 
as instructed and instructed that the deed be 
placed “in an earthenware jar, that they may 
last a long time” (Jeremiah 32.14). Why? “For 
thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 
‘Houses and fields and vineyards will again be 
bought in this land.’” (Jeremiah 32.15). But the 
physical return of Israel to the promised land 
was just the beginning of the hope the Lord 
held out for them.

Hope of a Restored Nation
 Jeremiah may have complied with the Lord’s instructions, but he didn’t 
understand them. After all, these instructions were given while the Babylonian’s 

Lesson 26
Hope
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were besieging Jerusalem and the people were suffering the consequences of 
doing “nothing of all that You commanded them to do” (Jeremiah 32.23-24). 
Yes, the Lord was bringing calamity upon the people, but He had not aban-
doned them: “Behold, I will gather them out of all the lands to which I have 
driven them in My anger, in My wrath and in great indignation; and I will bring 
them back to this place and make them dwell in safety. They shall be My peo-
ple, and I will be their God;” (Jeremiah 32:37–38, NASB95).

 Similarly, Ezekiel was shown in a vision a valley full of dry bones, represent-
ing the death of Israel (Ezekiel 37). The Lord asked Ezekiel if these bones could 
live and then instructed His prophet to prophecy to these bones, saying that 
the Lord would “cause breath to enter you that you may come to life” (vs. 5). 
Israel, though considered dead, would live again (vss. 11-14)!

 A great aspect of this hope was that God would gather Israel from among 
all the nations where they’d been scattered (Ezekiel 37.21). But what the faithful 
could not appreciate at that time, and would not appreciate for many years 
to come, was that this new “Israel” God was gathering to Himself would include 
the nations as well! The Lord had previously revealed this to Isaiah: “Now it will 
come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of the LORD Will 
be established as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; 
And all the nations will stream to it.” (Isaiah 2:2, NASB95) In the future, the Lord’s 
servants would understand its fulfillment: “I most certainly understand now that 
God is not one to show partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him 
and does what is right is welcome to Him.” (Acts 10:34–35, NASB95)

Hope of a Restored King
 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Write this man down childless, A man who will not 
prosper in his days; For no man of his descendants will prosper Sitting on the 
throne of David Or ruling again in Judah.’” (Jeremiah 22:30, NASB95) Such was 
God’s pronouncement against Jehoiachin, the last legitimate heir of David to 
reign in Jerusalem. Zedekiah, the puppet installed by Nebuchadnezzar, would 
not succeed having his sons slain in front of him before he was blinded and led 
captive to Babylon (2Kings 25.6-7). David’s line had failed.

 However, God’s promise to David had not failed (2Samuel 7.12-13). The 
Lord promised that in the future “a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And 
a branch from his roots will bear fruit.” (Isaiah 11:1, NASB95) Furthermore, the 
people God was gathering from among the nations would have David reigning 
over them as king (Ezekiel 37.24). No longer would the people suffer under evil 
and wicked shepherds, rather the Lord would “set over them one shepherd, 
My servant David, and he will feed them; he will feed them himself and be their 
shepherd.” (Ezekiel 34.23). 

 Jesus is the promised son of David (Matthew 1.1). But, He would not de-
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scend from the line of kings, but through a different part of David’s family tree 
(see Luke 3.31). The King would be restored (Mark 16.19); the Lord’s promise to 
David would be kept!

Hope of a Restored Temple
 Even before Israel had conquered the Promised Land, the Lord com-
manded the people to “seek the LORD at the place which the LORD your God 
will choose from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and 
there you shall come.” (Deuteronomy 12.5). However, even before Jerusalem 
was destroyed in 586 B.C., the Lord had shown to Ezekiel that His presence was 
no longer in the Temple (Ezekiel 10.18-19; 11.22-23). And when the Babylonians 
captured Jerusalem, they thoroughly looted the Temple before burning it with 
fire (2Kings 25.8-17). 

 But the Lord revealed to Ezekiel that there would be a new and greater 
Temple (Ezekiel 40-42) and there He would dwell: “And the glory of the LORD 
came into the house by the way of the gate facing toward the east. And the 
Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory 
of the LORD filled the house.” (Ezekiel 43:4–5, NASB95) This was NOT the Temple 
constructed in the days of Zerubbabel, for it was not even as grand as Solo-
mon’s Temple (see Ezra 3.12) and the Lord’s glory did not fill its sanctuary (con-
trast Ezra 6.15-18 with 1Kings 8.10-11). No, God’s new Temple is far more glorious; 
His new dwelling place is in His people (1Corinthians 3.16; Ephesians 2.19-22). 
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Hope of a Restored Covenant
 God’s people had constantly broken His covenant, Jeremiah even de-
scribed the people as doing “nothing of all that You commanded them to do” 
(Jeremiah 32.23). As a result, the people had experienced all the curses of the 
covenant (see Deuteronomy 28.15ff). What hope could the people have with-
out being in a covenant relationship with God? None, which is why the Lord 
promised to make a new covenant: 

31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not 

like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which 

they broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33 “But 
this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart 
I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 “They 
will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, 

saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them 
to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, 

and their sin I will remember no more.”

Jeremiah 31:31–34 (NASB95)

 This new covenant is where sins are completely forgiven, where each 
individual has a direct relationship with the Father, and where God’s covenant 
would not be written on stone tablets, but on each human heart. This new cov-
enant is our hope (Hebrews 8.8-13; 9.11-15). 

“For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a 
death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were 
committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may re-

ceive the promise of the eternal inheritance.” (Hebrews 9:15, NASB95)


