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Did you know...
• That 93% of Americans own at least one Bible?
• That the average American household has at least 3 Bibles?
• That fewer than 50% of Americans know that Genesis is the first book of the Bible?
• That only 1 in 3 Americans know that Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount? 

(Many think it was given by Billy Graham)1

 The Bible is the most widely published and best-selling book in history, yet very 
few know what it says and even fewer practice its commands and precepts. The goal 
of this study is to reach a basic understanding of this marvelous book. Let’s begin by 
noting a few basic facts about the Bible you own.

1 “Bible: That’s the book we don’t read.” The Birmingham News, December 1, 2000.

1. Our word “Bible” comes from the Greek word biblios, meaning “book.”
2. The Bible is a compilation of 66 books.
3. The Old Testament contains the first 39 books of the Bible, written in the  

Hebrew language.
4. The New Testament contains the final 27 books of the Bible, written in the Greek 

language.
5. The Bible was written by 40 different men over a period of approximately 1500 

years (beginning in ~ 1400 B.C. and ending in ~ A.D. 100).
6. However, the Bible has only 1 author: God! “All Scripture is inspired by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 
that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”  
(2 Timothy 3:16–17 NASB)

 Some open the Bible and instantly are discouraged. “Look at all those pages, 
chapters and verses! Look at that tiny print! I’ll never know what the Bible is all about!” 
Yes, the Bible has a lot of pages and the print is often small, but you can understand 
its message. God inspired every word to communicate a unified message of why we 
need Him and how we can be restored to His presence.
 To help us understand God’s message we will divide the Bible into 16 time pe-
riods. Knowing the basic outline of each time period will allow us to grasp the overall 
theme and message of the Bible. You can know what this wonderful book is all about!
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 Let’s put your basic Bible knowledge to the test. Don’t feel bad if you don’t know 
many of the answers, the goal of this study is to learn! The 16 time periods of Bible his-
tory are listed below. Can you list them in chronological order? Once you have put them 
in their proper order, try to match each Scripture range (in the box on the bottom of the 
page) with the correct time period.
Order Time Period Scripture Range

Judges
Establishment & Growth Of The Church

1 Creation & Before The Flood Genesis 1-5
United Kingdom
The Patriarchs
Conquest of Canaan
Judah Alone

9 Divided Kingdom 1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 17
Years of Silence
Life of Christ
Exodus From Egypt
Letters to the Churches
Wilderness Wanderings
Return From Captivity
Babylonian Captivity
The Flood

• Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel 1-8
• Genesis 12-50
• Exodus 1 - Numbers 12
• No Scripture
• Genesis 1-5
• Joshua
• Matthew - John
• 1 Samuel 8 - 1 Kings 11

• Acts
• Genesis 6-11
• 2 Kings 18-25
• Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel
• Romans - Revelation
• Ezra - Nehemiah
• 1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 17
• Numbers 13 - Deuteronomy

Scripture Ranges

The periods of Bible history



 Listed below are 20 significant Bible events. Do you know during which time 
period each event occurs?

Samson slays the Philistines
Jesus is born
Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dream
Egypt is struck with ten plagues
Man is created
Nehemiah rebuilds the walls of Jerusalem
Peter preaches in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost
Isaac is born to Abraham
Paul writes the book of Romans
David reigns as king over Israel
Noah builds the ark
The walls of Jericho fall
Israel refuses to enter Canaan
Man and woman sin in the garden of Eden
God appears to Moses in a burning bush
Saul tries to kill David
Ahab and Jezebel rule in Israel
Jesus is crucified
Israel worships the golden calf
Solomon builds the temple

As we conclude this introductory quiz, let’s 
pay some attention to a very important 
event in Biblical history: God’s call of Abra-
ham in Genesis 12. It was at this time that 
God made three very important promis-
es to Abraham, promises that we will take 
note of throughout our study. Can you 
name the three promises that God made 
to Abraham? (See Genesis 12:1-3,7)

Three Promises To Abraham

1. __________________________

2. __________________________

3. __________________________
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Major events in Bible history
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4     Periods of Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood

3. The Patriarchs

4. Exodus  
From Egypt

5. Wilderness  
Wanderings

6. Conquest  
of Canaan

7. Judges

8. United  
Kingdom

Genesis 1-5: Tells of the creation of the world, the creation of man and man’s sin.  
Man once walked with God, but fell because of sin, so man needs to be redeemed.  
Key passage to remember is Genesis 3:15 where God’s plan for man’s redemption is 
first revealed.

Genesis 6-11: Tells of the flood that destroyed the world with the exception of Noah, 
his family and the animals on the ark. Here we also see the beginning of different 
nations and languages.

Genesis 12-50; Job: Recounts the lives of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the sons of 
Jacob.  In Genesis 12:1-3; 13:14-5 God made three promises to Abraham: 1)Land, 
2) Great Nation, 3) All Nations Blessed Through His Seed.  His seed was Christ!  The 
book of Job seems to fit during the days of the Patriarchs.

Exodus - Numbers 12: Tells how God delivered the nation of Israel out of Egyptian 
bondage, brought them to Mt. Sinai and gave them the Law.  It was in Egypt that God 
made the descendants of Abraham into a great nation (Exodus 1:8-10).

Numbers 13 - Deuteronomy: Israel was punished for their refusal to go in and take 
the Promised Land.  A whole generation of Israelites died in the wilderness. God pre-
pared the next generation to go and conquer the land.

Joshua: Under Joshua’s leadership Israel conquered the land God promised to Abra-
ham.  A key passage is Joshua 21:43.  God’s second promise to Abraham had been 
fulfilled!

Judges, Ruth, 1Samuel 1-8: In the book of Judges the people of Israel repeat a ter-
rible cycle:  1)they turn from God, 2)God punishes them, 3)they repent and ask God 
for deliverance, 4)God sends a deliverer, a judge, 5)the people remain faithful while 
the Judge lives, but fall away when he dies.

1Samuel 8 - 1Kings 11; 1Chronicles - 2Chronicles 9; Psalms - Song of Solomon: 
Records the reigns of the only 3 kings to ever reign over all 12 tribes: Saul, David, and 
Solomon. Much of the wisdom literature was written during this time.
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1Kings 12 - 2Kings 17; 2Chronicles 10-29; Isaiah; Hosea - Micah: After Solomon 
died the kingdom of Israel split apart.  Solomon’s son Rehoboam reigned in Judah, 
while Jeroboam ruled the ten northern tribes.  The northern tribes would be known 
as Israel, the southern as Judah.

2Kings 18-25; 2Chronicles 30-36; Isaiah; Jeremiah; Nahum - Zephania: Because 
of their wickedness God allowed Israel to be destroyed by the Assyrians. God spared 
Judah a little longer, but they did not learn from the tragedy of their neighbors to 
the north. Judah’s punishment was coming soon; they would be taken captive by the 
Babylonians.

Jeremiah; Ezekiel; Daniel: Jeremiah prophesied in Jeremiah 25:11 that Judah 
would remain in Captivity for 70 years. Throughout this time the people would learn 
the consequences of disobedience. Daniel and Ezekiel both lived in captivity and 
gave several prophecies of the coming Messiah.

Ezra - Esther; Haggai - Malachi: Records how the Jews returned from captivi-
ty to the Promised Land. Three waves of return were led by Zerubbabel, Ezra, and  
Nehemiah. God punished His people by sending them away into captivity, but He 
redeemed them and brought them back to the land promised to Abraham.

During this time the Greeks, then the Romans come to power. Several world-wide 
changes helped prepare the way for the Messiah to come into the world. The time 
was approaching for God to redeem mankind!

Matthew - John: The gospels record the earthly life, teaching, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus, the Christ. His miracles, teachings and resurrection from the dead con-
firm that He is the Son of God. His death provides for our redemption.

Acts: Records how the church began in Jerusalem, then quickly spread throughout 
the world (see Acts 1:8). The church is the spiritual Kingdom of Christ composed of 
all who have been redeemed by Jesus. This Kingdom is for all people, both Jews and 
Gentiles.

Romans - Revelation: These letters were written to encourage Christians to abide 
in nothing but the doctrine of Christ (see 2 John 9). Christians have been forgiven of 
their sins by the blood of Christ and should desire to please God by following the 
commands contained in these letters.

9. Divided  
Kingdom

10. Judah Alone

11. Babylonian  
Captivity

12. Return from 
Captivity

13. Years  
of Silence

14. Life of Christ

15. Estab. & 
Growth of  
the Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches
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Can You Name The Books Of The Bible?

Old Testament 17 34 50

1 18 35 51

2 19 36 52

3 20 37 53

4 21 38 54

5 22 39 55

6 23 New Testament 56

7 24 40 57

8 25 41 58

9 26 42 59

10 27 43 60

11 28 44 61

12 29 45 62

13 30 46 63

14 31 47 64

15 32 48 65

16 33 49 66



Period 1    7

16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 1: creation & before 
the flood

Scripture range: Genesis 1-5

Time range:

It is impossible for us to know exact-
ly when God created the earth, but 
using the genealogies of Genesis 
we know that it was at least 6000 
years ago. The first 1500 years of 
Biblical history are recorded in the 
first 5 chapters of Genesis!

Synopsis: 

“In the beginning, God created...”
These words and those that follow 

explain how the universe came into 
existence, including mankind. God’s 
love for man was demonstrated in 
our being made in His image (1:26), 
our elevated status over the rest of 
creation and the institution of mar-
riage (2:18-25).

From the beginning God made 
His will known to man (2:16-17), 
but the first man and woman suc-
cumbed to the temptations of Satan 
and were punished for their sins. 
However, God promised that the 
future seed of woman would put an 
end to Satan’s power (3:15).

The story of the first family de-
scends further in ch. 4 as Cain slays 
his brother Abel, but God would 
keep His promise through Adam 
and Eve’s third son, Seth.
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“The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is  
declaring the work of His hands.” (Psalms 19:1)

“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been 

made, so that they are without excuse.” (Romans 1:20)

 Skeptics and critics of the Bible say it is absurd to believe that God created all 
things, but as both David and Paul declared, the creation provides all the evidence we 
need to know that God is the Creator! Genesis 1 records how God spoke all things 
into existence in 6 days. What did God create on each day?

Day Verses God Created...
1 3-5

2 6-8

3 9-13

4 14-19

5 20-23

6 24-31

 Genesis 1&2 also reveal how important man is to God. God spoke into existence 
all things except man, whom He “formed... of dust from the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being,” (Genesis 2:7). Why is 
man so special to God?
1. In whose image is man created (1:26)? What do you think this means (see John 

4:24; Ephesians 4.24)? _____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

2. What is man’s relationship to the rest of creation (1:28)? ______________________
__________________________________________________________________________

3. Why did God create woman (2:18)? ________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

4. What is God’s will for man and woman (2:23-24)? ____________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

“In the beginning...”
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Sin & its consequences

 Genesis 3 paints an ugly picture of man’s condition. Whereas he once walked 
with God, the chapter ends with man being cast out of the garden, separated from 
the presence of God... what hope does he have?
 God provides hope for man in Genesis 3:15! “And I will put enmity be-
tween you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise 
you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.”  This is actually the first 
prophecy of Jesus Christ! Jesus, the seed of woman, would come and combat  
Satan. The Devil would cause Jesus great pain (bruise Him on the heel), but Jesus 
would put an end to Satan’s power (bruise him on the head)!
 “Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also par-
took of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil; and might deliver those who through fear of death 
were subject to slavery all their lives.” (Hebrews 2:14–15)

Jesus Is The Hope Of Man!

 “Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to 
cultivate it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘From any 
tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die.’” 
(Genesis 2:15–17)

 Man’s relationship with God is clearly defined in the Creation account. God cre-
ated man and blessed him, but God also gave man a command (law) to keep. If man 
obeyed God he would continue to be blessed, but if man sinned he would be pun-
ished. Genesis 3:1-6 records how Satan deceived Eve, resulting in her and Adam’s 
eating of the forbidden tree. Why did Eve choose to violate the command of God? __
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
 In 2:17 God said that man would die in the day that he ate of the tree. Did man 
die that day? If so, how? (See 3:19,24; Romans 6:23) _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
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1. What did God create on each day? 
Day 1 ___________________________________________ 

Day 2 ___________________________________________ 

Day 3 ___________________________________________________________________ 

Day 4 ___________________________________________________________________ 

Day 5 ___________________________________________________________________ 

Day 6 ___________________________________________________________________

2. Where do we find the first prophecy of Jesus?_______________ 

Cain & Abel...
 In Genesis 4 we read the horrific account of Cain murdering 
his brother Abel, a terrible example of how rapidly man depart-
ed from the ways of God. Read Genesis 4:1-8 and answer these 
questions from the text:
• Who were the parents of Cain and Abel? __________________

___________________

• Why was Cain angry with Abel? ___________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

• What do vs. 6-7 tell us about temptation? Can we resist tempta-
tion? __________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

 What about God’s promise? Remember that in Genesis 3:15 
God said that the savior would come from the seed of woman. 
Now, Abel is dead and Cain was under a curse (4:9-15). Howev-
er, God’s promise would be kept. As chapter 4 ends we see that 
Adam and Eve have another son, named _____________ (4:25). 
This son’s lineage is recorded in chapter 5, taking us all the way 
to Noah.

Review
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 2: the flood

Scripture range: Genesis 6-11

Time range:

The events of this time period take 
us from the great flood that de-
stroyed the world up to God’s call of 
Abraham. Again, we cannot assign 
specific dates to this time period, 
but this time period covers ~1000 
years of Biblical history.

Synopsis: 

While the Bible does not record 
much of what happened during the 
early history of mankind, we see that 
by Genesis 6 all of mankind had 
turned away from God. The lone 
exception was Noah, who was righ-
teous in the eyes of God. To punish 
man for his evil ways, God sent a 
great flood. Noah was instructed 
to build an ark so that he, his family 
and every kind of animal would be 
saved. Noah obeyed and God kept 
His promise to save (9:8-17).

Genesis 11 describes how Noah’s 
descendants tried to build a great 
tower so they would not spread 
throughout the earth, violating the 
command of God. God confused 
their languages, causing them to 
spread out. All nations and languag-
es resulted from this event.
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“For if God did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of 
righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of 
the ungodly... then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and 
to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,” (2 Peter 
2:4,9).

 When God created the world, including man, He looked at all that He had made 
and saw that it was “very good,” (Genesis 1:31). However, as we turn to Genesis 6:7 
we find God declaring, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the 
land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of 
the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.”
• Read Genesis 6:5-6 and describe mankind at this time in 

history: _____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

• Why was God ready to destroy His creation? _______ 
_____________________________________________________

 However, there was one man who found favor in the eyes 
of God: Noah. Genesis 6:9 tells us why Noah was pleasing to 
God: “Noah was a _________ man, _____________ in his time; 
Noah ___________ with God.” Since Noah was righteous, God promised to save Noah 
and his family from the flood that He was sending to destroy all flesh. However, to es-
cape this destruction Noah would have to obey God by constructing an ark, making it 
exactly as the Lord specified.

The wicked & the righteous

Genesis 6:2 says that the 
“sons of God” married the 
“daughters of men.” This 
passage has troubled many, 
but the best explanation 
is that “sons of God” de-
scribes the descendants of 
Seth while the “daughters of 
men” is speaking of the de-
scendants of Cain. When the 
descendants of Seth married 
the women of Cain, it led to 
great wickedness!

3 Fundamental Truths About God...
1. God punishes the wicked and ungodly, just 

as He punished wicked man with the flood.
2. God saves the righteous, just as God saved 

Noah and his family.
3. God has the right to dictate the terms of  

salvation. God instructed Noah to build an 
ark in order to escape the Flood. Do you think 
Noah argued with God?

Are these principles still true  
today? Note 2 Peter 2:9; 3:3-14
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________
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The flood

GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES!
 In Genesis 6:18 God made a covenant 
with Noah, to save him and his family from 
the coming flood. As we have seen, God 
kept His promise! Likewise, in Genesis 9:8-
11 God made a covenant with all creation 
to never again destroy the earth by water. 
(What is the sign of this covenant? _________ 
______________________________) Again, 
God has kept His promise! How grateful we 
should be that we serve a God who can-
not lie (Titus 1:2) and who is always faithful  
(Hebrews 10:23)!

Use your Bible to fill in the following details about the flood...

What kind of wood was Noah to use? (Genesis 6:14)

How long was the ark? (Genesis 6:15) 
Note: 1 cubit = 1.5 feet Cubits:               Feet:

How wide was the ark? (Genesis 6:15) Cubits:               Feet:

How tall was the ark? (Genesis 6:15) Cubits:               Feet:

How many of every clean animal was Noah to take 
into the ark? (Genesis 7:2)
How many of every unclean animal was Noah to take 
into the ark? (Genesis 7:2)
How many people were saved? Who were they? 
(Genesis 7:7; 6:10)

On what day did the flood begin? (Genesis 7:11)

How long did the rains last? (Genesis 7:4)

On what day did Noah exit the ark?  
(Genesis 8:13-14)
How many birds did Noah send out of the ark? (Gen-
esis 8:6-12)

Where did the ark come to rest? (Genesis 8:4)
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1. What did God create on each day? 
Day 1 ___________________________________________ 

Day 2 ___________________________________________ 

Day 3 ___________________________________________________________________ 

Day 4 ___________________________________________________________________ 

Day 5 ___________________________________________________________________ 

Day 6 ___________________________________________________________________

2. Where do we find the first prophecy of Jesus?_______________

3. Why was Noah saved from the flood? ______________________

4. Name Noah’s three sons: _________________________________

The origin of nations and languages, Genesis 10-11
 When Noah and his family exited the ark, God instructed them to “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth.” (Genesis 9:1) In Genesis 10; 11:10-32 we find the lineages 
of Noah’s three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. These passages are important for two 
reasons:

1. They explain how the various nations came into existence.
2. We see the lineage of Noah, through Shem, to Abraham. This is the continuing 

lineage of the “seed of woman” that God promised in Genesis 3:15!

 Genesis 11:1-9 records the account of the tower of Babel. Answer these ques-
tions from the text:

1. Why did the people want to build the tower? _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

2. Read Genesis 9:1. Why was it wrong for the people to build the tower?  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

3. How did God stop the people from building the tower? _________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Review
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 3: the patriarchs 
(part 1)

Scripture range: Genesis 12-50

Time range:

The term “Patriarch” refers to the 
father of a family. This period covers 
the fathers of the Israelite nation: 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob & Jacob’s 
sons.From the call of Abraham till  
Israel’s sojourn in Egypt covers ~ 
215 years of Biblical history. The 
book of Job also fits during the time 
of the Patriarchs.

Major outline: 

• The call of Abraham and his  
settling in Canaan (ch. 12-15)

• Abraham waiting for the son of 
promise (ch. 16-20)

• The birth of Isaac and the close 
of Abraham’s life (ch. 21-25)

• The family of Isaac (ch. 25-26)

• The growth of Jacob’s family  
(ch. 27-30)

• Jacob’s return to Canaan  
(ch. 31-35)

• The selling of Joseph and his rise 
in Egypt (ch. 37-41)

• Jacob’s family settles in Egypt  
(ch. 42-50)
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Three promises to Abraham

 We cannot overstate the importance 
of these promises because the rest of the 
Scriptures deal with their fulfillment 

1. Abraham would become a great nation. 
The Old Testament traces the history of 
this nation, Israel. Although this nation 
was often very ungodly, their impor-
tance remained because through them 
the promised descendant would come 
who would bless all families of the earth.

2. Abraham’s descendants would inherit the land of Canaan

3. Through Abraham, all nations would be blessed. Recall God’s promise in  
Genesis 3:15 when He said that the seed of woman would bruise the head of the 
serpent. Now we know that the promise would be fulfilled through Abraham’s seed! 
A descendant of Abraham would defeat Satan and bless all of mankind. Who fulfills 
this great promise? (Acts 3:25-26) ___________________________________________

 We are first introduced to Abraham in Genesis 11:27-32 where we read that 
Abram (Abraham) descended from Noah through his son Shem. Abraham original-
ly lived in the city of Ur, perhaps the most advanced city of its day. However, that 
changed with God’s call of Abraham in Genesis 12. God called him to leave his coun-
try and his father’s house and go to a land 
that God would show him. God then made 
these promises to Abraham:

1. Abraham would become a great 
__________ (Gen. 12:2)

2. Through Abraham all families of the 
earth would be ____________ (Gen. 12:3)

3. Once Abraham arrived in Canaan, God 
promised to give this _______ to Abra-
ham and his descendants (Gen. 12:7)

Abram’s Journey To Canaan

The View from Mt. Gerizim at Shechem
Abraham was here when God promised the land to him.
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The birth of Isaac
 However, there was a problem. When God made the promises Abraham was al-
ready ____ years old (Gen. 12:4) and his wife Sarah (Sarai) was _________ (Gen. 11:30). 
God’s promises could not be fulfilled unless Abraham had an heir! 

G
en

. 1
5 1. What doubt did Abraham have? (vss. 2-3) _______________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
2. What did God say? (vss. 4-5)___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
3. How did Abraham respond? (vs. 6)______________________________________

G
en

. 1
6 1. What doubt did Sarah have? (vs. 2) _____________________________________

2. What was her solution? (vs. 2) __________________________________________
3. Abraham and ___________ had a son named _______________. (vs. 15)
4. Abraham was now _________ years old. (vs. 16)

G
en

. 1
7 1. Abraham was now _________ years old. (vs. 1)

2. Who did God say would give Abraham a son? (vs. 15-16) ______________
3. How did Abraham respond? (vs. 17-18) _________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
4. God said Sarah would bear a son named _____________. (vs. 19)

G
en

. 1
8 1. Who visited Abraham? (vs. 1-2) ________________________________________

2. What did He tell Abraham? (vs. 10) _____________________________________
3. How did Sarah respond? (vs. 12) _______________________________________
4. “Is anything too ______________ for the ___________?” (vs. 14)

G
en

. 2
1 1. The Lord kept His promise to Abraham and Sarah!

2. They named the child _____________. (vs. 3)
3. Abraham was _________ years old. (vs. 5)

God Is Faithful!
 ü Just like Abraham and Sarah, we are often tempted to doubt that God 

will keep His promises.
 ü We may not understand when or how God will do what He says, but we 

can know that God will keep His promises!
 ü “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He 

who promised is faithful” (Hebrews 10:23)
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Important Truths About Faith

 c Faith trusts that God will keep His promises, that He is  
faithful.

 c Faith prompts us to obey any command God gives.

 c Faith, since it prompts trust and obedience, allows us to be 
righteous in the eyes of God.

 c Faith is rewarded!

The Faith of Abraham
 Why did God make His promises to Abraham? It was not because Abraham was 
perfect. We read that on two occassions he lied about Sarah being his wife (Gen. 12:13; 
20:2) and as we have already seen in this lesson he had doubts about the promises 
of God (Gen. 15:2-3; 17:7-8). The key is found in Genesis 15:6, “He believed in the 
Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.” Regardless of his imperfections 
and doubt, Abraham trusted that the Lord would keep His word. He may not have un-
derstood how or when God would fulfill the promises, but he trusted that God would 
be faithful.
 That trust prompted Abraham to do whatever God said. Our study of Abraham 
began with God calling him to leave his country and his father’s house, a command 
he obeyed by faith (Gen. 12:1; Heb. 11:8-10). However, Abraham’s faith would experi-
ence the ultimate test after Isaac was born.

1. What command did God give Abraham? (Gen. 22:2) _________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. How long did Abraham wait to obey? (Gen. 22:3) ____________________________

3. Was Abraham actually going to do it? (Gen. 22:7-10) _________________________

4. What did Abraham believe God would do? (Heb. 11:17-19) __________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. What did this prove to God? (Gen. 22:11-12) ________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6. How was Abraham’s faith rewarded? (Gen. 22:16-18) ________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 3: the patriarchs 
(part 2)

The Family of Isaac
 Abraham did not want Isaac to marry any of the Canaan-
ite women, so he sent a servant to Haran (see map on page 
16) to select a bride from his relatives. The servant prayed 
to the Lord for guidance and the Lord answered by sending 
____________ to him (Gen. 24:15). She would be Isaac’s wife. 
As we move further in the story of Isaac we see that God re-
peated the promises to him (Gen. 26:3-5). This was because 
“Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My command-
ments, My statutes and My laws.”
 However, Rebekah was barren and bore no children for 
the first 20 years of their marriage. Isaac prayed to the Lord 
and He responded, giving them twins! But the Lord said this 
about the twins Rebekah was carrying: “Two nations are in 
your womb; And two peoples will be separated from your 
body; And one people shall be stronger than the other; 
And the ________ shall serve the ___________” (Gen. 25:23).  
Rebekah gave birth to two sons, the firstborn’s name was Esau, 
but the second son was born holding the heal of his brother. 
They named him Jacob, which literally means “supplanter”. 
Jacob would ultimately supplant his brother Esau, but how?

 » Genesis 25:29-34 ___________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

 » Genesis 27 _________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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The family of Jacob
 Esau was furious, even to the point that he planned on murdering his brother 
once their father died. Rebekah saw Esau’s rage and devised a plan to save her fa-
vorite son: she and Isaac sent Jacob to her brother’s house in Paddan-aram (Haran) 
to take a ______ (28:2). On the journey Jacob stopped at a place he would name 
“Bethel” (lit. “house of God”).
 » What did Jacob see in a dream? (28:12) _____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
 » What promises did God make to him? (28:13-15) _____________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

 Jacob arrived at his uncle Laban’s house and immediately chose his daughter, Ra-
chel, to be his wife. Laban agreed to the marriage if Jacob would first complete sev-
en years of service (29:18-19). However, when the day of the wedding came Laban 
tricked Jacob by giving him Rachel’s older sister, Leah, as his wife. Jacob protested, 
but he would have to work seven more years to marry Rachel (29:25-30). God would 
bless Jacob with 12 sons born to Leah, Rachel and their hand-maidens Zilpah and 
Bilhah.

Sons by  
Rachel

30:22-24

35:16-18

Sons by  
Leah

29:32

29:33

29:34

29:35

30:17-18

30:19-20

Sons by  
Bilhah

30:5-6

30:7-8

Sons by  
Zilpah

30:9-11

30:12-13

Jacob
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Jacob’s return & move to Egypt
 Jacob would return to Canaan even as God promised (28:15). But, what 
about Esau? Jacob sent messengers to his brother and was very afraid when he 
heard that Esau was on his way with 400 men! The night before the two brothers 
would meet a very strange thing occurred: a man appeared and wrestled with  
Jacob until morning! Read about this in Genesis 32:24-30.

 ü Who did Jacob wrestle with? ______________________________________________

 ü What new name was given to Jacob? Why? __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

The next day Jacob was reunited and reconciled with his brother. Finally, Jacob re-
turned to Bethel where God had first appeared to him. Upon Jacob’s return the Lord 
appeared to him again and confirmed his promises (35:9-12).

Egypt

Israel moves to Egypt
 Jacob and his family were now back in the Promised Land, but it was not God’s 
will that they stay there. The Lord had revealed to Abraham that “your descendants will 
be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed 
four hundred years. But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward 
they will come out with many possessions” (Genesis 15:13–14). The land where Abra-
ham’s descendants would sojourn was Egypt. How and why Jacob’s family moved 
there is discussed on the next page.
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Below are the major events that led to Jacob moving his family to Egypt. Put the 
following events in chronological order and write the Scripture where each event 
occurred (the Scriptures are listed in the box below). Hint: it will be easier if you write 
the Scriptures first, then put them in order.

Order Event Scripture
Joseph dies and is embalmed in Egypt
Joseph interprets the dreams of Pharoah’s butler and 
baker
Joseph reveals himself to his brothers who had come 
to Egypt to buy grain
Joseph prospers in Potipher’s house

1 Jacob shows favoritism to Joseph 37:3-4
Jacob dies and is buried in Canaan
Because of famine, Jacob sends his sons to Egypt to 
buy grain
Joseph is sold by his brothers into slavery
Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dream and is promoted 
to 2nd in command
Jacob’s family moves to Egypt
Joseph is falsely accused by Potipher’s wife and is 
thrown into prison

Scripture List: 37:3-4; 37:12-28; 39:1-5; 39:7-20; 40:1-23; 41:1-49; 42:1-4;  
45:1-15; 46:1-7; 50:1-21; 50:22-26

 When Joseph was reunited with his brothers he declared “God sent me before 
you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a great deliv-
erance. Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but God” (Genesis 45:7–8). 
It was God’s will that Jacob’s family, Israel sojourn in Egypt. However, it was also God’s 
will that they come out of Egypt one day to inherit the land He had promised to Abra-
ham. Before he died Joseph made this declaration to his kinsmen: “I am about to die, 
but God will surely take care of you and bring you up from this land to the land which 
He promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob” (Genesis 50:24). We will see 
how God fulfilled this promise beginning with our next lesson.
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 4: exodus from 
Egypt

Scripture range:
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers 1-12

Time range:
The children of Israel lived in Egypt 
for 200 - 400 years. The Exodus from 
Egypt occurred in ~1440 B.C.

Major outline: 

• Israel oppressed in Egypt  
(Exodus 1)

• The rise and preparation of  
Moses (Exodus 2-4)

• The 10 Plagues (Exodus 5-12)
• The Exodus (Exodus 13-15)
• Israel’s journey to Mt. Sinai  

(Exodus 15-18)
• One year at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19-

40; Leviticus; Numbers 1-10)
 - Giving of the 10 Command-

ments (Exodus 20)
 - The golden calf (Exodus 32)
 - Completion of the tabernacle 

(Exodus 40)
• Journey from Mt. Sinai to Kadesh 

Barnea (Numbers 11-12)

Route of the  
Exodus
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Opression of Israel
 The book of Genesis concluded with Jacob and his 
family (70 members total) moving to Egypt. We read in  
Exodus 1:7 that, “the sons of Israel were fruitful and increased 
greatly, and multiplied, and became exceedingly mighty, so 
that the land was filled with them.” Now turn back and read 
God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:2, “I will make you 
a great _________.” 

God fulfilled His promise to Abraham,  
Israel was now a great nation!

 Remember that Jacob’s son, Joseph, was promoted to 
ruler of Egypt by Pharaoh. However, as time passed “a new 
king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.” This new 
Pharaoh saw the Israelites as a threat, so he oppressed them 
with heavy burdens of brick making and commanded that 
the baby boys be thrown into the Nile river. One family would 
not obey the Pharaoh, hiding their baby at home and then 
constructing a small ark, placing their baby in it and floating it 
along the river bank. Pharaoh’s daughter saw the child, took 
him as her own and named him _________, (Exodus 2:10).
 Forty years passed and Moses became great in Egypt, 
but his real mother served as his nurse and told him about 
his people the Israelites. One day Moses went out and saw 
an Egyptian beating an Israelite. He killed the Egyptian, but 
this did not convince the Israelites to follow him and he fled 
for his life to Midian. Moses stayed in Midian for forty years, 
married a woman and tended the flocks of his father-in-law. 
One day as Moses was herding sheep on Mt. Sinai (Horeb) 
he saw a bush on fire, but the bush was not consumed in 
the flames. God spoke with Moses from the bush, giving him 
these instructions: “I will send you to ___________, so that you 
may bring My ___________, the sons of Israel out of ________.” 
(Exodus 3:10)

Top: Brick making in Egypt
Middle: Nile River bank
Bottom: Bush on Mt. Sinai
Opposite: Possible area of 
the Red Sea crossing
Photos courtesy of Leon 
Mauldin
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The exodus from Egypt
 Reluctantly, Moses returned to Egypt. He first met with his brother Aaron, and 
then the two of them revealed God’s message to the elders of Israel (Exodus 4:29-
31). Next, they went to Pharaoh and delivered God’s message. Note the Pharaoh’s re-
sponse: “Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know 
the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go.” (Exodus 5:2) Pharaoh was worshipped 
by the rest of the Egyptians as a god and did not believe there was anyone greater 
than himself. However, he was about to learn that the God of Israel is Almighty and 
should be obeyed by all people. God brought a series of plagues on Egypt to show 
Pharaoh that He is God. What were the plagues?

Exodus 7:14-25
Exodus 8:1-15
Exodus 8:16-19
Exodus 8:20-32
Exodus 9:1-7
Exodus 9:8-12
Exodus 9:13-35
Exodus 10:1-20
Exodus 10:21-29
Exodus 11:4-7

What feast commemorated the final plague and Israel’s deliverance from Egypt?  
(Exodus 12:23-27) _______________________________________

 After the 10th plague, Pharaoh finally realized that he could not resist the Lord. 
He commanded that Moses and the Israelites leave Egypt, but as Israel journeyed 
out of Egypt and came to the Red Sea the Pharaoh 
had a change of heart and went out to capture 
Israel. How did God deliver Israel from the Egyp-
tians? (Exodus 14:19-29) _______________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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One year at Mt. Sinai...
 God led Israel out of Egypt, going be-
fore them in a pillar of cloud in the day and 
in a pillar of fire at night (Exodus 13:21). He 
also provided for their physical needs giving 
them water and bread from heaven (manna). 
They travelled through the wilderness for 
approximately 3 months until they reached 
Mt. Sinai, the very mountain where God had 
appeared to Moses in the burning bush.  
Israel would stay here for a whole year, so 
let’s note some of the important events that occurred during this time:
1. God made a covenant with Israel: “You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyp-

tians, and how I bore you on ________ wings, and brought you to Myself. Now then, 
if you will indeed _____ My voice and keep My __________, then you shall be My 
own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to 
Me a kingdom of priests and a holy ________.” (Exodus 19:4–6)

2. God gave the Law to the people. The 10 Commandments are found in Exodus 20, 
but the rest of the law is found in subsequent chapters and the book of Leviticus. 
We will discuss this more in the next lesson.

3. Moses was on the mountain for ______ days receiving the Law (Exodus 24:18).
4. While Moses was on the mountain the people began to wonder where he was. 

They believed that he must have died, so they decided it was time to leave. They 
went to Moses’ brother Aaron and said, “come, make us a _____ who will go before 
us,” (Exodus 32:1). Aaron commanded the people to take off their earrings and 
used them to make a golden calf. Aaron then said, “This is your ____, O Israel, who 
brought you up from the land of _______.” (Exodus 32:4) They had just broken the 
1st and 2nd commandments! (Exodus 20:2-5)

5. God knew what the people were doing and commanded Moses to go down the 
mountain. When Moses saw what the people were doing he became angry and 
broke the tablets God had given him. The people were punished for their sin, but 
they repented and God did not destroy them. This was just one example of how 
Israel tested God during this time.

6. Israel built the tabernacle according to the pattern that God revealed. What hap-
pened when the construction was completed? (Exodus 40:34-38) ______________
__________________________________________________________________________

7. After a year, God commanded the people to leave Sinai. They journeyed to the wil-
derness of _________ (Numbers 12:16). This is where the next major event in their 
history would occur.
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Special Study: the Law of 
Moses

 Ever since creation God has governed man by His 
word. He gave a command to Adam in the garden of Eden 
(Genesis 2:17), instructed Noah to build the Ark (Genesis 6) 
and commanded Abraham to leave his home (Genesis 12:1-
3). Yet, as Israel arrived at Mt. Sinai we enter a new phase in 
God’s dealings with man: God gave a written law to govern 
the nation of Israel. Let’s note a few facts about the Law of 
Moses:
1. The Law was not for anyone before Mt. Sinai  

(Deuteronomy 5:1-3).
2. The Law was to be taught to all future generations of Israel-

ites (Deuteronomy 6:6-7).
3. The Law was not for any other nation (Psalm 147:19-20).
4. The Law consisted of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20), 

and the ceremonial laws and regulations.
5. All of the Law was to be obeyed! (Exodus 19:5-6)
 The 10 Commandments are the best known portion of 
the Law of Moses. Read Exodus 20 and list the command-
ments below.

1.________________ 6.________________

2.________________ 7.________________

3.________________ 8.________________

4.________________ 9.________________

5.________________ 10._______________
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The law & the covenant
 The Law of Moses was an essential part of God’s covenant with Israel. A cove-
nant is very much like what we would refer to as a contract: it is a binding agreement 
between two parties. Throughout Biblical history God “binds” Himself to man through 
a series of covenants: with Adam, Noah, Abraham, etc. In a covenant God makes won-
derful promises to man, promises that God is always faithful to keep if man will obey 
the stipulations (laws, rules) of the covenant. Let’s notice some specifics of God’s cov-
enant with Israel:

• God promised that Israel would be His special people (Exodus 19:4-6) and He 
would give them the land of Canaan (Exodus 23:30-31).

• Israel was given the Law, the stipulations of the covenant that would have to be 
kept for the promises to be fulfilled (Exodus 19:5; 24:3).

• Israel entered the covenant by promising to obey all the Lord commanded  
(Exodus19:8; 24:3).

Now turn to Leviticus 26 and note how Israel receiving God’s blessings was depen-
dant on their keeping His law!

If Israel Obeyed... Vs. 1-13 If Israel Disobeyed... Vs. 14-39

Israel’s Failure To Keep The Covenant...
 While there were times when Israel obeyed God and were blessed, for most 
of their history they rebelled against God and broke His commandments. We have 
already studied one such occasion; what was it? _______________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
 Sadly, as we study Israel’s history we will see their continued rejection of God, 
their breaking His Law and God punishing them for their iniquities.
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Purpose & end of the Law
 “For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not 
the very form of things, can never by the same sacrifices year by year, which they of-
fer continually, make perfect those who draw near. Otherwise, would they not have 
ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no 
longer have had consciousness of sins? But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of 
sins year by year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 
sins.” (Hebrews 10:1–4)
 The Law of Moses was a holy and good Law, but Israel constantly sinned and 
broke the Law. While the Law had a variety of sacrifices that would atone for their sins, 
the Hebrew writer correctly stated that the blood of bulls and goats could not take 
away sin; only Christ can! So, if the Law could not make Israel perfect, what was it’s 
purpose? Consider the following...

1. The Law allowed Israel to know exactly what God expected of them  
(Deuteronomy 30:11-14).

2. The Law (and the accompanying sacrifices) showed just how terrible sin is  
(Romans 7:7-13).

3. The Law, through prophecy and showing the need for a Savior, prepared the way 
for Christ (Galatians 3:19-29).

The End Of The Law...
 We noted earlier that the Law of Moses was given to Israel at Mt. Sinai and was to 
be taught to succeeding generations. However, the Law was not permanent: it was not 
in force before Mt. Sinai and the prophet Jeremiah prophesied that God would make 
a New Covenant with His people (Jeremiah 31:31-34). But how did this happen?

• What did Jesus nail to the cross? (Colossians 2:14-17) _______________________

• Did this include the 10 Commandments? (2Cor. 3:7-11) _____________________

• When did the New Covenant come into force? (Hebrews 9:15-17) ____________
________________________________________________________________________

• Why was a New Covenant needed? (Hebrews 8:6-8, 13) _____________________
________________________________________________________________________

• What is the state of someone who tries to be justified by the Law of Moses?  
(Galatians 5:2-4) _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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List The 16 Periods Of Bible History

1. 5. 9. 13.

2. 6. 10. 14.

3. 7. 11. 15.

4. 8. 12. 16.

Where is the first prophecy of Jesus found? ____________________

What 3 promises did God make to Abraham?

1. ________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________

Where are these promises found? ____________________________

Where do we read of the 1st promise being fulfilled? 
____________________________________________________________

Thought Question:
 Some try to justify religious practices such as tithing, observing the Sabbath Day, 
having a priesthood by saying that these were part of the Law of Moses and we should 
still observe them today. Using what you have learned in this lesson, how would you 
show someone that we are no longer under the Law of Moses and we cannot use it to 
justify our practices?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
______________
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 5: wilderness  
wanderings

Scripture range: Numbers 13-36
Deuteronomy

Time range:
Israel’s refusal to enter Canaan result-
ed in their wandering in the wilder-
ness for 40 years, 1440 - 1400 B.C.

Major outline: 

• A generation of Israelites is sen-
tenced to die in the wilderness 
(Numbers 13-14)

• 40 years of wandering in the re-
gion of Kadesh Barnea (Numbers 
15-20)
 - Moses sins and will not be al-

lowed to enter the Promised Land
• Israel journeys around Edom 

and arrives in the plains of Moab 
(Numbers 20-21)

• Israel in the plains of Moab 
(Numbers 21 - Deuteronomy)
 - Defeat of the Amorites
 - Reuben, Gad & 1/2 of Manasseh 

ask for land on the eastern shore 
of the Jordan River

 - Moses gives the Law to the next 
generation of Israelites (the book 
of Deuteronomy

 - Joshua is selected as the next 
leader of Israel

 - Moses dies on Mt. Nebo
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Israel refuses to enter the land
 After the Exodus from Egypt, Israel was led by God to Mt. Sinai where they would 
stay approximately one year. During that time they received the Law of Moses and 
constructed the tabernacle of God. Then the command came for Israel to leave Sinai 
and journey to the Wilderness of Paran, a mere 50 miles from the southern boundary 
of Canaan, the land God promised to Abraham (Genesis 12:7)! God then gave this 
command: “Send out for yourself men so that they may spy out the land of Canaan, 
which I am going to give to the sons of Israel; you shall send a man from each of their 
fathers’ tribes, every one a leader among them.” (Numbers 13:2)
 Twelve men, one from each tribe, were sent into Canaan to spy the land out for 
40 days. What did they find? Answer these questions from Numbers 13:25-14:10...

 God was furious with the people! He had delivered this people out of bondage 
and had provided for their every need, but they rejected Him and longed to return to 
Egypt. God threatened to destroy Israel completely, but Moses interceded for them. 
God did not wipe them out, but He did punish them: “your corpses shall fall in this 
___________, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from 
________ years old and upward, who have ____________ against Me.” (Numbers 14:29) 
Only Joshua and Caleb would be exempt from this punishment (14:30). Also, instead 
of entering the Promised Land this generation of Israelites was sentenced to wander 
in the wilderness for _____ years (14:34). Once the people heard the sentence, they 
mourned and resolved to go take the land. However, God was not with them and they 
were brutally defeated by the Amalekites and _____________ (14:45). This teaches an 
important lesson: disobedience to God has severe consequences!

1. What did they say about the land? (13:27-29) _______________________________
____________________________________________________________________

2. What recommendation did Caleb and Joshua make? Why? (13:30; 14:6-9)  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

3. What recommendation did the other spies make? Why? _____________________
________________________________________________________________________

4. What did the people decide to do? ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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Wandering in the wilderness

 After 38 years of wandering, God instructed the 
people to move away from Kadesh-barnea and led them 
to the eastern side of the Jordan River. The Promised 
Land was just on the other side of the river!
 Two kings on the eastern side of the Jordan tried to 
defeat Israel in battle. Their names were Sihon, King of 
the Amorites, and Og, King of Bashan. With the help of 
God, Israel defeated them and took possession of their 
land. Later, the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe 
of Manasseh asked to be given this land (Numbers 32). 
God granted them this land, but they first had to go with 
the rest of the Israelites and defeat the people living in 
Canaan. The people camped near Mt. Nebo where they 
would prepare to enter Canaan. Moses would die on this 
mountain.

 The people wandered in the wilderness of Paran for 38 years (Deuteronomy 
2:14) during which time an entire generation of Israelites died. Remember, this was 
because of their disobedience. You would think that the people would have learned 
their lesson, but they did not. They continue to murmur against God and disobey Him.

• Numbers 16  tells the story of a man named Korah and his followers. They mur-
mured against Moses and Aaron, God’s chosen leaders of the people. As punish-
ment God destroyed Korah and _______ of his followers (16:35).

• Afterwards, the people murmured again against Moses. God sent a plague amongst 
the people and ___________ died (Numbers16:49).

• During this time Moses also sinned against God. The people were in need of water, 
so God told Moses to go and _______ to a rock (Numbers 20:8). Moses disobeyed, 
so God made this pronouncement: “Because you have not __________ Me, to treat 
Me as _____ in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this as-
sembly into the land which I have given them.” (Numbers 20:12).

Now read 1 Corinthians 10:1-13. What lesson should we learn from Israel’s  
experience in the wilderness? _________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
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In the plains of Moab...
 While Israel was on the eastern side of the 
Jordan River, Moses delivered a series of speech-
es to the people. Remember, one generation of 
Israelites had died in the wilderness, so Moses’ 
words were directed to a new generation, a gen-
eration that needed to understand the sins of 
their fathers and to know the Law. These speech-
es were recorded in the book of Deuteronomy. 
One very important passage is Deuteronomy 28. 
Note what God said to the people:

• “Now it shall be, if you will diligently _____ 
the LORD your God, being careful to do all 
His _______________ which I command you today, the LORD your God will set 
you high above all the nations of the earth. And all these ____________ shall come 
upon you and overtake you, if you will _____ the LORD your God.” (Deuteronomy 
28:1–2)

• “But it shall come about, if you will not obey the LORD your God, to _________ to 
do all His commandments and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all 
these ________ shall come upon you and overtake you.” (Deuteronomy 28:15)

God had said the same thing to their fathers (Leviticus 26), but they had disobeyed 
God and were destroyed in the wilderness. Now, a new generation had the opportu-
nity to obey God and be blessed by Him! As we conclude this lesson, let’s note three 
other significant events:

1. God made another prophesy of the Christ: “I will raise up a prophet from among 
their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak 
to them all that I command him.” (Deuteronomy 18:18) The Christ would give 
God’s word to the people, just as Moses had done.

2. A new leader was chosen for Israel: _______________ (Deuteronomy 31:7)
3. Moses, who was forbidden from entering the land, went up on Mt. Nebo where 

he could see the land. He would die on this mountain.

Review: list the 12 sons of Jacob:

Mt. Nebo in the background.
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 6: conquest of  
Canaan

Scripture range: Joshua

Time range:

The conquest of Canaan began in 
~1400 B.C. Israel quickly defeated 
the major armies of the land, but the 
process of settling the land took lon-
ger. The book of Joshua covers ~ 30 
years of Biblical history.

Major outline: 

• Israel crosses the Jordan River 
(Joshua 1-4)
 - Rahab hides 2 spies (ch. 2)
 - Israel crosses the Jordan  

(ch. 3)
• Israel conquers the central por-

tion of Canaan (Joshua 5-8)
 - Fall of Jericho (ch. 6)
 - Israel defeated at Ai (ch. 7)
 - Fall of Ai (ch. 8)
 - Blessings and curses declared 

at Shechem (ch. 8)
• Israel conquers the southern por-

tion of Canaan (Joshua 9-10)
 - Israel’s unlawful treaty with 

Gibeon (ch. 9)
 - Israel defeats 5 kings (ch. 10)

• Israel conquers the northern por-
tion of Canaan (Joshua 11)

• The land is divided among the 
tribes (Joshua 12-22)

• Joshua’s final speech to Israel; 
renewal of the covenant (Joshua 
23-24)
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The fall of Jericho

Jericho: a lesson in grace, faith & works
 Jericho was a formidable city, one that Israel could not have conquered by them-
selves. God gave the city to them (6:2); this was the grace of God. However, Israel would 
have to trust God (faith) and do what He commanded (works) in order to achieve victory. 
You see, there is no conflict between grace, faith and works. God sent His Son to die for 
us (grace), but we must have faith in Him and do what He says (cf. Mark 16:16), in order to 
be saved from our sins!

 At the conclusion of our last lesson we noted that Moses, who was forbidden from 
entering the Promised Land, died on Mt. Nebo and Joshua was chosen to succeed him as 
leader of Israel. As the book of Joshua begins we read this admonition from the Lord to 
Joshua: “No man will be able to stand before you all the 
days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be 
with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and 
courageous, for you shall give this people possession of 
the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. Only 
be strong and very courageous; be careful to do accord-
ing to all the law which Moses My servant commanded 
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that 
you may have success wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:5–7) 
It was time for Israel to enter and conquer the Promised 
Land! 

• Before the Israelites crossed the Jordan River, 
Joshua sent two men to spy out the land, especial-
ly ________ (Joshua 2:1). There they were hidden 
by a harlot named ________. Before they left, they 
promised that when Israel destroyed Jericho they 
would spare her and her family (2:12-14).

• Jericho was a walled city. Ancient cities had walls 
around them for protection, and Jericho’s wall 
was so great that houses could be built on them 
(2:15). How were the Israelites going to conquer 
such a city? One day Joshua was visited by the 
“___________ of the host of the Lord,” (5:14). He told Joshua that the Lord would give 
them the city of Jericho. They were told to march around the city once every day for 
_____ days (6:3), then on the 7th day they were to march around the city ______ times 
and the priests were to blow the _________ (6:4). God promised that when they did this 
the walls would fall down. Joshua and the people did exactly as God said and the walls 
fell, just as God promised (6:20-21). They destroyed all of the people, except for Rahab 
and her family. 

The City Of Jericho
Jericho was one of the oldest cit-
ies in the world and occupied a 
strategically vital position in Ca-
naan, guarding the pass from the 
Jordan River into the interior of 
the land. Because of its impor-
tance, the city was heavily defend-
ed. The picture below shows a 
representation of the city’s walls.
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The rest of the conquest
 After destroying Jericho, Israel turned their attention to Ai, a small city and one 
that should have been taken easily. Joshua dispatched 3,000 men to attack the city 
and, much to their surprise, they were soundly defeated. What happened? Why did 
God allow Israel to suffer defeat (7:1,10-12)? ____________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Why was this such a crime (6:17-19)? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________
 Upon investigation it was learned that a man named 
______ (7:20) had taken a beautiful garment, silver and gold 
from Jericho. While it may seem harsh to us, Joshua took 
Achan and his family and had them stoned for their sin. Israel 
must learn that sinning against God cannot be taken lightly! 
Afterwards, God delivered the city of Ai into the hands of 
Israel. 
Complete the following to see how God gave 
Israel victory over the rest of Canaan...

• After conquering Jericho and Ai, the central portion of 
Canaan was open to Israel. They quickly took the cen-
tral lands, but they still had to conquer the northern and 
southern portions of Canaan.

• On one occasion, Joshua was tricked into making a treaty with people from 
________ (9:3). They told Joshua that they were from a far country, but they were 
actually Canaanites. God had commanded that the Israelites not make a treaty 
with any of the Canaanites (Deuteronomy 7:1-2).

• When the king of Jerusalem heard about this treaty he decided to attack the 
Gibeonites. He convinced the kings of Hebron, _________, Lachish and _______ 
(10:3), to join him. Since the Israelites were now in a treaty with the Gibeonites, 
they had to come to their aid. The Israelites fought these 5 kings and were win-
ning, but night was approaching. Joshua prayed to the Lord that the Sun would 
stand still. God granted his request and Israel was victorious (10:12-14). Israel 
now controlled the southern portion of Canaan.

• Chapter 11 describes how Jabin, king of _________ (11:1), convinced 3 other 
kings to join him in attacking Israel. Again, Israel was victorious giving them con-
trol of all Canaan!
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The Land Promise Is Fulfilled!
 Once the armies of Canaan were defeated 
Joshua divided the land among the twelve tribes, 
giving each a portion of land that they were to set-
tle, driving out the remaining Canaanites. Now read 
Joshua 21:43-45, “So the LORD gave Israel all the 
land which He had sworn to give to their _________, 
and they possessed it and lived in it. And the LORD 
gave them ____ on every side, according to all that 
He had sworn to their fathers, and no one of all their 
enemies stood before them; the LORD gave all 
their enemies into their hand. Not one of the good 
_________ which the LORD had made to the house 
of Israel failed; all came to pass.” The promise that 
God made to Abraham over 400 years ago was now 
fulfilled (cf. Genesis 12:7)!
 The book of Joshua ends with a speech that Joshua gave to the children of Israel 
before his death. Read Joshua 23:1-24:15 and summarize Joshua’s speech:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Review
1. What three promises did God make to Abraham?

• ________________________________________________________________
• ________________________________________________________________
• ________________________________________________________________

2. Where in the Scriptures do we find where God made these promises?  
___________________________

3. Where in the Scriptures do we read of the first promise being fulfilled? 
___________________________

4. Where in the Scriptures do we read of the second promise being fulfilled? 
___________________________
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 7: Judges

Scripture range:
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel 1-8

Time range:
Begins with the death of Joshua 
and his generation (~1350 B.C.) and 
ends with the anointing of Saul as 
king (~1050 B.C.).

Major outline: 

• Why Judges were needed 
(Judges 1:1-3:6)

• Othniel (Judges 3:7-11)
• Ehud (Judges 3:12-30)
• Shamgar (Judges 3:31)
• Deborah (Judges 4-5)
• Gideon (Judges 6-8)
• Abimelech (Judges 9)
• Tola (Judges 10:1-2)
• Jair (Judges 10:3-5)
• Jephthah (Judges 10:6-12:7)
• Ibzan (Judges 12:8-10)
• Elon (Judges 12:11-12)
• Abdon (Judges 12:13-15)
• Samson (Judges 13-16)
• The wickedness of Israel when 

there was no king (Judges 17-21)
• Eli (1 Samuel 1-5)
• Samuel (1 Samuel 6-8)
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The next generation
 Under the leadership of Joshua the Israelites conquered the major armies of 
Canaan. However, there were still Canaanites living in the land, but God promised to 
drive them out if Israel was faithful to Him. However, if Israel was unfaithful the Canaan-
ites would be “a snare and a trap” to the people (Joshua 23:9-13). Sadly, the Israelites 
were not faithful to God...

• “And the people served the LORD all the days of _________, and all the days of 
the elders who survived Joshua, who had seen all the great ______ of the LORD 
which He had done for Israel. Then Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the 
LORD, died at the age of one hundred and ten.” (Judges 2:7–8)

• “And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose an-
other generation after them who did not ______ the LORD, nor yet the ______ 
which He had done for Israel.” (Judges 2:10)

 The ignorance and lack of faith by the generations of Israelites after Joshua led 
to a terrible cycle of sin and punishment that is repeated over and over again in the 
book of Judges. Read Judges 2:11-19 where this vicious cycle is described:

1. Israel would turn away from God to worship idols (vs. 11-13). “Then the sons of Israel did 
_____ in the sight of the LORD, and served the _______.”

2. God would use surrounding nations to punish Israel (vs. 14-15). “And the anger of the 
LORD burned against Israel, and He gave 
them into the hands of ___________ who 
plundered them; and He _____ them 
into the hands of their ___________.”

3. The people would pray to God for help 
(vs. 15,18). “for the LORD was moved 
to _______ by their groaning because 
of those who oppressed and afflicted 
them.”

4. God would send a Judge (vs. 16-18). 
“Then the LORD raised up _________ 
who delivered them from the hands of 
those who plundered them.”

5. Israel would have peace while the 
Judge lived, but after the Judge’s death the people would turn away from God again 
(vs. 19). “But it came about when the judge died, that they would turn back and act more 
__________ than their fathers, in following other _____ to serve them and bow down to 
them; they did not abandon their practices or their ____________ ways.”
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15 judges of Israel
Complete this chart of the Judges. Note: not all of the information is available for each 
Judge.

Name of  
Judge

Enemies of 
Israel

Years  
Judged Interesting Fact(s)

Judges 3:7-11

Judges  
3:12-30

Judges 3:31

Judges 4-5

Judges 6-8

Judges 9

Judges 10:1-2

Judges 10:3-5

Judges  
10:6-12:7

Judges  
12:8-10
Judges  

12:11-12
Judges  

12:13-15

Judges 13-16

1 Samuel 1-5

1 Samuel 6-8
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Review
1. What did God create on each day? 

Day 1 _____________________________________________________________ 
Day 2 _____________________________________________________________ 
Day 3 _____________________________________________________________ 
Day 4 _____________________________________________________________ 
Day 5 _____________________________________________________________ 
Day 6 _____________________________________________________________

2. Where do we find the first prophecy of Jesus?__________________

3. Name Noah’s three sons: ____________________________________

4. Who was the son of Abraham and Sarah? ______________________

5. Who did God choose to lead Israel out of Egypt? _______________

6. Who led Israel as they conquered Canaan? ____________________

Israel asks for a king...
 Up until this time in their history Israel did not have a king. God was their ruler 
and at different times He gave them leaders such as Moses, Joshua or a Judge. How-
ever, when Samuel was judging Israel the people came to him requesting a king. Read 
1 Samuel 8 and answer these questions:

1. Why did Israel want a king? ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

2. In asking for a king, who did Israel reject? ___________________________________

3. What warnings did God give the people about having a king? _________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

4. Did the people change their mind? _______________

The Book of Ruth
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 8: United Kingdom

Scripture range:
1 Samuel 8 - 1 Kings 11
1 Chronicles 1 - 2 Chronicles 9
Psalms - Song of Solomon

Time range:
Begins with the coronation of Saul 
(~1050 B.C.) and ends with the 
death of Solomon (~931 B.C.)

Synopsis: 

The United Kingdom began 
when Israel demanded that Samuel 
anoint a king to reign over them (1 
Samuel 8). Only three kings ever 
reigned over all 12 tribes of Israel: 
Saul, David & Solomon.

• Saul (1 Samuel 8-31;  
1 Chronicles 10)

• David (2 Samuel;  
1 Chronicles 11-29)

• Solomon (1 Kings 1-11;  
2 Chronicles 1-9)

Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 
and Song of Solomon were also writ-
ten during this time. These books, 
along with Job, are called “wisdom 
literature”. The wisdom they offer is 
to fear and serve God! “How bless-
ed is the man who does not walk in 
the counsel of the wicked... But his 
delight is in the law of the LORD, 
And in His law he meditates day and 
night.” (Psalms 1:1-2)
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The reign of Saul

 Sadly, Saul was ultimately rejected by God as king over 
Israel. Read 1 Samuel 15 to see why...

1. What did God command Saul to do to the Amalekites (vs. 3)? Note: the Amale-
kites were a wicked people who attacked Israel after their exodus from Egypt.  
________________________________________________________________________

2. Did Saul obey the Lord (vs. 9)? Explain. ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

3. How did the Lord punish Saul (vs. 28)? _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

 As we noted in our study of the Judges, while Samuel was judging Israel the 
people demanded that he “appoint a king for us to judge us like all the nations,” (1 
Samuel 8:5). God commanded Samuel to grant their request, because they had reject-
ed God as their King. A man named Saul was selected by God to be the first king of 
Israel. He was from the tribe of ___________ (1 Samuel 9:1) and reigned over Israel for 
______ years (see Acts 13:21).
 During the time of the Judges Israel steadily lost its terri-
tory to the Moabites, Ammonites, Philistines and others. During 
the early part of his reign, Saul was faithful to God and was 
granted victory over all the enemies of Israel: “Now when Saul 
had taken the kingdom over Israel, he fought against all his en-
emies on every side, against Moab, the sons of Ammon, Edom, 
the kings of Zobah, and the Philistines; and wherever he turned, 
he inflicted punishment. And he acted valiantly and defeated 
the Amalekites, and delivered Israel from the hands of those 
who plundered them.” (1 Samuel 14:47–48)

Territory Controlled  
By Saul

 To fulfill God’s word, Samuel was sent to anoint David as Israel’s next king.  Da-
vid was still a young boy and Saul would continue reigning for some time, but David 
quickly gained fame when he killed the Philistine giant ___________________________ 
(1 Samuel 17:4). The people praised David greatly and Saul became insanely jealous. 
He spent the rest of his life trying to kill David, but the Lord was with David and de-
livered him every time. The reign of Saul ended when he and his sons were killed in 
battle with the Philistines. 
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The reign of David

 Although David was a man after God’s own 
heart, he was not sinless. 2 Samuel 11 gives 
the tragic account of how David saw a woman 
named ___________ (vs. 3) and committed adul-
tery with her. To cover up the affair, David had 
her husband __________ (vs. 3) killed in battle.
 God sent a prophet named ________ (2 Samu-
el 12:1) to confront David with his sin. David did 
repent, but he still suffered the consequences 
of his sin. Bathsheba’s son would die and David 
would suffer several rebellions during the rest of 
his reign.
 As we have seen, both Saul and David 
sinned by violating the will of God. How-

ever, while Saul responded by going further into rebellion, David genuinely re-
pented of his sins. “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from 
my sin. For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me. Against Thee, 
Thee only, I have sinned, And done what is evil in Thy sight,” (Psalms 51:2–4).  
David is an example for us, not because he was sinless, but because he was willing to 
acknowledge and repent of his sins. He was a man after God’s own heart!

 David was one of the best kings that would ever reign over Israel. He was so 
faithful that God said of David, “I HAVE FOUND DAVID the son of Jesse, A MAN AFTER 
MY HEART, who will do all My will,” (Acts 13:22). Accordingly, God blessed David and 
granted him success. Note these highlights from David’s 40 
year reign:

• David conquered the city of ______________ and made 
it his capital. (2 Samuel 5:6)

• David completely defeated the ____________, 
who had been oppressing Israel for many years  
(2 Samuel 5:25)

• David moved the ____________ to the city of Jerusalem. 
(2 Samuel 6:15)

• David extended the borders of Israel all the way to the 
Euphrates River (2 Samuel 8:3)

• “So David reigned over all Israel; and David adminis-
tered ________ and ______________ for all his people.” 
(2 Samuel 8:15) Territory Controlled By  

David & Solomon

Another Prophecy of Christ
 “When your days are complete 
and you lie down with your fathers, I 
will raise up your ___________ after 
you, who will come forth from you, 
and I will establish his _________. He 
shall build a house for My name, and 
I will establish the throne of his king-
dom _________.” 

(2 Samuel 7:12–13)
The Christ would be a descendant of 

David and His Kingdom  
will last forever!
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Review
1. Name Isaac’s two sons: _____________________________________________________

2. Who was the last judge of Israel? ____________________________________________

3. Who was the first king of Israel? _____________________________________________

4. Who led Israel as they conquered Canaan? ___________________________________

The Reign Of Solomon
 David had several wives and numerous sons, but he chose Solomon to be his 
heir. Solomon was the eldest son of David and Bathsheba and he would reign over Is-
rael for 40 years. Solomon is famous for his wisdom, but how did he become so wise? 
We read in 1 Kings 3:5 that God told Solomon to ask for whatever he wished. What did 
Solomon ask for and what did God give to him (vs. 9-14)?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

 Solomon is also famous for the temple he built in Jerusalem. You may remem-
ber that Israel constructed a tabernacle while in the wilderness, a movable tent that 
housed the ark of the covenant and other holy 
articles used in worship to God. The taberna-
cle was where God dwelt among His people. 
David wanted to build a permanent temple for 
the Lord, but God would not allow him, giving 
the task to Solomon instead. Solomon built a 
glorious temple where Israel could worship 
their God. Sadly, we shall see that it would not 
be long before Israel desecrated the temple 
with idolatry.

 Tragically, Solomon did not remain faithful to the Lord. “And he had _______ 
hundred wives, princesses, and _____ hundred concubines, and his wives turned his 
______ away. For it came about when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away 
after other gods; and his heart was not wholly ________ to the LORD his God, as the 
heart of David his father had been.” (1 Kings 11:3–4) Because of his unfaithfulness, 
God would punish Solomon by taking part of the kingdom away from him. Our next 
lesson will show how the kingdom divided.
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 9: Divided Kingdom

Scripture range:
1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 17
2 Chronicles 10-29
Isaiah; Hosea - Micah

Time range:

The period of the Divided Kingdom 
lasted ~ 210 years, beginning with 
the death of Solomon in 931 B.C. 
and ending when the northern king-
dom of Israel was taken into captivi-
ty by Assyria in 720 B.C.

Synopsis: 

After Solomon died the kingdom 
of Israel divided. The ten northern 
tribes of Israel refused to submit 
to Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, and 
they anointed Jeroboam as their 
king. This northern kingdom would 
be known as Israel. The two south-
ern tribes (Judah and Benjamin) re-
mained faithful to Rehoboam and 
this southern kingdom would be 
known as Judah.

 During this period 12 kings 
would reign in Judah while 19 kings 
reigned in Israel. Even though Ju-
dah had a few faithful kings, both 
kingdoms would depart from the 
Lord. Because of her iniquity, Israel 
would be taken into captivity by the 
Assyrians in 720 B.C.
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The dividing of the kingdom

The sin of Jeroboam
 God chose a man named Jeroboam, one of Solo-
mon’s servants, to rule over the northern tribes Israel. God 
made this promise to Jeroboam: “if you listen to all that I 
command you and walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight by observing My 
statutes and My commandments, as My servant David did, then I will be with you and 
build you an enduring house as I built for David, and I will give Israel to you,” (1 Kings 
11:38). God kept His word, and when the ten northern tribes revolted they proclaimed 
Jeroboam as their king.
 Tragically, Jeroboam did not remain faithful to the Lord. Jeroboam became afraid 
that when his people went to the temple in Jerusalem they would want Rehoboam to 
be their king. So, Jeroboam made two idols, golden calves, and set them up in the 
cities of __________ and __________ (1 Kings 12:29). He also changed the feast days of 
the Lord and made priests of people who were not descendants of Aaron. All of these 
were in violation of God’s will and resulted in Jeroboam being rejected by God. Je-
roboam’s sin would have a lasting affect as all the future kings of Israel would engage 
in idolatrous practices.

 We ended our last lesson by noting how Solomon turned away from the Lord. 
As punishment, God said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, and you have 
not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear 
the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant. Nevertheless I will not do it in 
your days for the sake of your father David, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 
However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son for 
the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen” (1 
Kings 11:11–13). The Kingdom divided when Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, came to the 
throne. Read 1Kings 12.1-17 and write a brief summary of how the kingdom divided.

________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
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The kings of Judah and Israel
The kings of Judah During the Divided Kingdom 12 kings and 1 queen ruled over Judah. 
All 12 kings were descendants of David, but the queen was not. Complete the chart below, filling in 
the names of the kings and whether they were faithful or unfaithful to God.

Passage King’s Name Faithful or Unfaithful
1 Kings 14:21-31 Rehoboam
1 Kings 15:1-8 Unfaithful
1 Kings 15:8-25 Asa
1 Kings 22:41-50 Faithful
2 Kings 8:16-24 Jehoram
2 Kings 8:25-29 Unfaithful
2 Kings 11:1-3 Athaliah (queen)
2 Kings 11:21-12:21 Initially faithful, but became unfaithful
2 Kings 14:1-22 Amaziah
2 Kings 15:1-7 Faithful
2 Kings 15:32-38 Jotham
2 Kings 16:1-20 Unfaithful
2 Kings 18:1-20:21 Hezekiah

The Kings of Israel Over the same period of time 19 kings ruled over Israel. None of them 
were faithful to God, consequently the ruling family (dynasty) changed 9 times.

Passage King’s Name Dynasty
1 Kings 12:25-14:20 Jeroboam

Dynasty of Jeroboam
1 Kings 15:25-31
1 Kings 15:33-16:7 Baasha

Dynasty of Baasha
1 Kings 16:8-14
1 Kings 16:15-20 Zimri Dynasty of Zimri
1 Kings 16:21-28 Omri

Dynasty of Omri
1 Kings 16:29-22:40
1 Kings 22:51-53
2 Kings 3:1-9:29
2 Kings 9:1-10:36 Jehu

Dynasty of Jehu
2 Kings 13:1-9
2 Kings 13:10-13
2 Kings 14:23-29
2 Kings 15:8-12
2 Kings 15:13-16 Shallum Dynasty of Shallum
2 Kings 15:17-22 Menahem

Dynasty of Menahem
2 Kings 15:23-26
2 Kings 15:27-31 Pekah Dynasty of Pekah
2 Kings 17:1-4 Hoshea Dynasty of Hoshea
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Review
1. List the 12 sons of Jacob:

2. Who ruled Israel when the kingdom divided? ______________________
3. Who ruled Judah when the kingdom divided? _____________________
4. True or false: all of Judah’s kings were faithful to God. ______________
5. True or false: David’s descendants ruled over the northern kingdom of 

Israel. __________________________________________________________

The Fall of Israel
 When God made Jeroboam king of the northern tribes of Israel, He promised to 
establish Jeroboam’s kingdom if he was faithful. Sadly, Jeroboam and every king of Is-
rael after him were unfaithful to God. During this time God sent prophets to both Israel 
and Judah, men like Elijah, Elisha, Hosea, Amos and Isaiah. 
All of the prophets pleaded with the kings and the people 
to repent of their sins and turn back to God. However, Israel 
would not repent. God punished the people by allowing a 
foreign power, Assyria, to take Israel into captivity. 
 “And the sons of Israel walked in all the sins of Je-
roboam which he did; they did not depart from them, until 
the LORD removed Israel from His sight, as He spoke through 
all His servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away into 
exile from their own land to Assyria until this day.” (2 Kings 
17:22–23)
 We have noted that Judah had periods where they 
were faithful to God, so they were not taken into captivity by 
the Assyrians. But would they stay faithful to God? We will 
study this in our next lesson, “Judah Alone.”

Assyrian warrior. Note that he 
is stepping on his enemy.
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Review
 Now that we’ve made it halfway through our study, can you list the 16 Periods 
of Bible History in chronological order? Once you have put them in their proper 
order, try to match each Scripture range (in the box on the bottom of the page) with 
the correct time period.
Order Time Period Scripture Range

Judges
Establishment & Growth Of The Church

1 Creation & Before The Flood Genesis 1-5
United Kingdom
The Patriarchs
Conquest of Canaan
Judah Alone

9 Divided Kingdom 1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 17
Years of Silence
Life of Christ
Exodus From Egypt
Letters to the Churches
Wilderness Wanderings
Return From Captivity
Babylonian Captivity
The Flood

• Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel 1-8
• Genesis 12-50
• Exodus 1 - Numbers 12
• No Scripture
• Genesis 1-5
• Joshua
• Matthew - John
• 1 Samuel 8 - 1 Kings 11

• Acts
• Genesis 6-11
• 2 Kings 18-25
• Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel
• Romans - Revelation
• Ezra - Nehemiah
• 1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 17
• Numbers 13 - Deuteronomy

Scripture Ranges
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Can you name?
What was created on each day of creation?

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3
Day 4
Day 5
Day 6

Who were the twelve sons of Jacob?

Who were the 15 Judges of Israel?

The Promises of God...
1. Where do we find the first prophecy of Jesus? ____________________________
2. List the three promises that God made to Abraham:

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

3. Where do we read the fulfillment of the first promise to Abraham?  
_______________________________________________________________________

4. Where do we read the fulfillment of the second promise to Abraham? 
_______________________________________________________________________

5. What promise did God make to David? __________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
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Who am I?
Match these descriptions with the names below:

Name Description
One of the twelve men sent to spy out Canaan. He and 
Joshua were the only two spies who said they could 
take the land
The first king of the northern kingdom of Israel. God 
promised to establish his kingdom if he was faithful, 
but he departed from God and built two golden calves.
Left his country to go to a land that God would show 
him.
One of the sons of Adam and Eve. Noah descended 
from this son.
The first son of Abraham, but he was not the son of 
promise.
The first king of Israel. He was initially faithful to God, 
but sinned by not obeying God’s commands. 

Built a temple for God in Jerusalem

Prophet of God who confronted David with his sin

One of Noah’s three sons.

Was reigning as king when the kingdom divided.

A man after God’s own heart.

The last Judge of Israel. The people asked him to ap-
point a king to rule over them.

Ishmael
Saul

Jeroboam
Ham

Samuel
Rehoboam

David
Seth

Nathan
Solomon

Caleb
Abraham
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Can You Name The Books Of The Bible?

Old Testament 17 34 50

1 18 35 51

2 19 36 52

3 20 37 53

4 21 38 54

5 22 39 55

6 23 New Testament 56

7 24 40 57

8 25 41 58

9 26 42 59

10 27 43 60

11 28 44 61

12 29 45 62

13 30 46 63

14 31 47 64

15 32 48 65

16 33 49 66
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 10: Judah Alone

Scripture range:
2 Kings 18-25
2 Chronicles 30-36
Isaiah; Jeremiah; Nahum; 
Habakkuk; Zephania

Time range:

The period begins with the fall of the 
northern kingdom, Israel, to Assyria 
in 720 B.C. Only Judah remained, 
but due to their unfaithfulness they 
would be taken captive by Babylon 
beginning in 605 B.C. Thus, the time of  
“Judah alone” was ~ 120 years.

Major Outline: 

• Hope for Judah? The reign of 
Hezekiah (2 Kings 18-20)

• Destruction of Judah decreed. 
The reigns of Manasseh & Amon  
(2 Kings 21)

• Reform, but too late. The reign 
of Josiah (2 Kings 22:1 - 23:30)

• Judah falls. The reigns of Jehoa-
haz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and 
Zedekiah (2 Kings 23:31 - 25:21)

The Assyrian 
Empire

Note that Israel 
no longer exists 

and that only 
the tiny king-
dom of Judah 
remained out-

side of Assyrian 
control.
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The last kings of Judah
 We concluded our study of the Divided Kingdom by reading how the northern 
kingdom of Israel was taken into captivity by Assyria. We read in 2 Kings 17:18 that 
“the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them from His sight; none was left 
except the tribe of Judah.” Why was God so angry with Israel? Read 2 Kings 17:7-17 
and summarize Israel’s transgressions against the Lord.

 What was the condition of Judah at this time? We noted that Judah had some 
good kings, but many of Judah’s kings were just as wicked as those in Israel. God left 
Judah in the land, but note this indictment against them: “Also Judah did not keep the 
commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in the customs which Israel had 
introduced.” (2 Kings 17:19) This lesson will explore how Judah continued to depart 
from the Lord, resulting in their punishment by God.

______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

 During the time of “Judah alone,” 8 different kings ruled. Complete the chart 
below, filling in the names of the kings and whether they were faithful or unfaithful to 
God.

Passage King’s Name Faithful or Unfaithful?
2 Kings 18:1 - 20:21 Hezekiah

2 Kings 21:1-18 Unfaithful

2 Kings 21:18-26 Amon

2 Kings 21:26 - 23:30 Faithful

2 Kings 23:31-34 Jehoahaz

2 Kings 23:34 - 24:6 Unfaithful

2 Kings 24:6-16 Jehoiachin

2 Kings 24:17 - 25:7 Unfaithful

How many kings were faithful to the Lord? _______________________
How many kings were unfaithful to the Lord? _____________________
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The fall of Judah
 Hezekiah was reigning over Judah when Assyria conquered Israel and took them 
into captivity. Hezekiah was a good king who sought to remove idolatry from Judah 
and to serve the Lord faithfully. Thus, God delivered Judah from the Assyrian threat 
and blessed Hezekiah by prolonging his life for 15 years. Sadly, Hezekiah’s son did not 
emulate the faithfulness of his father. Manasseh was only 12 years old when he began 
to reign over Judah and he ruled for the next 55 years. Whereas his father tried to 
remove the idols, Manasseh brought them back even placing them in the temple of 
God! Note this horrible statement made about Judah during the days of Manasseh: 
“Manasseh seduced them to do evil more than the nations whom the LORD destroyed 
before the sons of Israel.” (2 Kings 21:9)
 The Lord had seen enough! What decree did God make against Judah  
(2 Kings 21:10-15)? __________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
 After Manasseh died his son Amon reigned for 2 years, but he was just as wick-
ed as his father. However, Amon’s son Josiah was a faithful king who served the Lord, 
removed the idols, cleansed the temple and made every effort to turn the people of 
Judah back to the Lord. Sadly, the people were too far gone. Note this rebuke spoken 
by the prophet Zephaniah during the days of Josiah: “Woe to her who is rebellious 
and defiled, The tyrannical city! She heeded no voice; She accepted no instruction. 
She did not trust in the LORD; She did not draw 
near to her God.” (Zephaniah 3:1–2) Josiah was a 
good king, but the people did not truly repent, so 
the Lord’s decree would stand; Judah would be 
taken into captivity!
 Josiah was the last faithful king of Judah. 
Three of his sons and one grandson would rule af-
ter him, but all of them were wicked. It was during 
their reigns that God brought the mighty nation of 
Babylon against Judah to take them captive. This 
would happen in three waves...

• In 605 B.C. some “choice” people were taken captive, including the prophet 
Daniel.

• In 597 B.C. King Jehoiachin and many more were taken captive, including the 
prophet Ezekiel.

• In 586 B.C. King Zedekiah was taken captive and Jerusalem was destroyed.
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What makes a king righteous or wicked?
 During our study we have noted that many of Judah’s kings were wicked, but a 
few were righteous. To better explain the difference, let’s look at two kings.
Josiah

• Josiah was only 8 years old when he became king (2 Kings 22:1), but the text 
says “he did ______ in the sight of the LORD and walked in all the way of his fa-
ther _______, nor did he turn aside to the right or to the left.” (2 Kings 22:2)

• In the 18th year of his reign Josiah had the temple repaired. While the temple 
was being repaired an important discovery was made: the Book of the Law 
was found (2 Kings 22:8)! How did Josiah react when the Law was read to him? 
Why? (2 Kings 22:11,13) __________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

• Josiah then took action. He had the Law read to all the people, destroyed the 
idols and reinstituted proper worship.

Jehoiakim
• Jehoiakim was the second son of Josiah to rule over Judah, but he was not faith-

ful like his father.
• Jeremiah the prophet lived during that time and we read in Jeremiah 36 that 

God used the prophet to write a message for the king. What did King Jehoiakim 
do to the Lord’s message (Jeremiah 36:20-24)? _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Which king respected the word of God: Josiah or Jehoiakim? ________________

In your own words, why was Josiah righteous and why was Jehoiakim wicked?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Review
1. Name two faithful kings who ruled in the southern kingdom of Judah:  

__________________________________________________________________________
2. Name one faithful king who ruled in the northern kingdom of Israel: 

__________________________________________________________________________
3. Name the only three kings to ever reign over all 12 tribes of Israel: 

__________________________________________________________________________
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 11: Babylonian  
Captivity

Scripture range: Jeremiah, Ezekiel & Daniel

Time range:

The nation of Judah fell to the Babylonian 
empire in three waves:
• In 605 B.C. the first captives were tak-

en to Babylon (Daniel taken)
• In 597 B.C. a much larger group of 

captives were taken to Babylon (Eze-
kiel taken)

• In 586 B.C. the city of Jerusalem and 
the temple were completely destroyed.

The captivity would last for a period of 70 
years (605 - 536 B.C.)

Synopsis: 

Even before Israel crossed the Jordan 
River to conquer the land of Canaan, God 
warned the people that if they disobeyed 
Him and did not keep His command-
ments, He would punish them severely, 
even allowing another nation to take 
them captive, cf. Deuteronomy 28:64-67.

As we have seen in our studies, the Is-
raelites were constantly disobeying God. 
Finally, He had enough! “And the LORD, 
the God of their fathers, sent word to 
them again and again by His messengers, 
because He had compassion on His peo-
ple and on His dwelling place; but they 
continually mocked the messengers of 
God, despised His words and scoffed at 
His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD 
arose against His people, until there was 
no remedy. Therefore He brought up 
against them the king of the Chaldeans 
who slew their young men with the sword 
in the house of their sanctuary, and had 
no compassion on young man or virgin, 
old man or infirm; He gave them all into 
his hand.” (2 Chronicles 36:15–17)
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Jeremiah

Hope! The message of Jeremiah was very bleak, 
but God offered some hope. He prophesied that the 
days were coming when God would establish a New 
________________! (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

 Jeremiah prophesied from the days of Josiah, the last faithful king of Judah, un-
til after the destruction of Jerusalem. He was not carried away captive, but remained 
in the land of Judah to see its utter destruction. By studying Jeremiah we can see the 
state of the people before and after Jerusalem’s destruction.
The people before captivity and the destruction of Jerusalem...
 Jeremiah’s prophecy began with a call for the people to repent. Remember, they 
were not in captivity when Jeremiah first began to prophesy. Read Jeremiah 4:5-8. 
What did God say He would do if they would not repent? _________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
 Sadly, the people refused to heed God’s warning. We even read how one king, 
Jehoiakim, threw Jeremiah’s prophecies into the fire! (Jeremiah 36:20-26)
The destruction of Jerusalem...
 Jeremiah witnessed the terrible destruction the Babylonians inflicted on Jerusa-
lem and its inhabitants in 586 B.C. He recorded the devastation in the book of Lam-
entations. “On the ground in the streets lie ______ and ____, My virgins and my young 
men Have fallen by the sword. Thou hast slain them in the day of Thine _____, Thou 
hast slaughtered, not sparing. Thou didst call as in the day of an appointed feast My 
terrors on every side; And there was no one who escaped or survived In the day of the 
LORD’S anger. Those whom I bore and reared, My enemy annihilated them.” (2:21–22)
Message to the captives 
 False prophets in Babylon were telling the captives that they would return to 
their homes shortly, that God would not leave them in Babylon. Jeremiah wrote a let-
ter and sent it to the captives, telling them that they would be in captivity for _________ 
years (Jeremiah 29:10). They should build homes, plant gardens and pray for peace 
because they would stay in captivity!
The Jews remaining in Judah
 When Jerusalem was destroyed the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, ap-
pointed _________ as governor (2 Kings 25:22). He urged the people to be loyal to 
Babylon, but he was murdered by the Jews. The remaining Jews then determined 
to flee to ________ (2 Kings 25:26). Jeremiah plead-
ed with the people to remain in Canaan, but the peo-
ple refused to listen and took him captive. Now, read  
Jeremiah 44:16-18. Were the people ready to repent?  
_______________________________________________
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Daniel

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
In Daniel 2 we read of the Baby-
lonian king’s dream and Daniel’s 
interpretation of it. This dream 
was a prophecy of world events 
for centuries to come, culmi-
nating in the establishment of 
God’s Kingdom! We will study 
this dream in greater detail in a 
future lesson.

 When the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, first came to Jerusalem 
in 605 B.C., he took captive some young men and brought them to Babylon.  
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego were among the young men taken. These 
young men were probably between 15 - 20 years old and their faiths were quickly 
tested. Before they could be servants of the king they had to be trained for three years, 
during which time they were to eat food from the king’s table. The problem was that 
the Jews had received commands from God not to eat certain things. Daniel knew the 
law of God, but he was in a foreign country as a captive. What could he do?

• Describe Daniel’s attitude (Daniel 1:8). _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

• What proposal did Daniel make? (Daniel 1:12) _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________

• What were the results? (Daniel 1:17-21) _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

 Now, fast forward 70 years. Daniel served in the Babylonian court for the entirety 
of the captivity and when Babylon was defeated by the Medes and Persians (Daniel 5), 
Daniel continued to serve in the Persian court. However, his faith would continue to be 
tested! One day a decree was made that “anyone who makes a petition to any _____ or 
man” (Daniel 6:7) other than the Persian king would be cast into the lion’s den. Daniel 
prayed to Jehovah God three times a day, but now it was illegal. Daniel continued to 
pray and as a result was cast into the den of lions. What happened next? (Daniel 6:16-
22) _________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Daniel serves as a great  
example for us: no matter if 
we are young or old, we can 

always be faithful to God!
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Ezekiel
 Ezekiel was taken captive in 597 B.C. and he would live with the captives in Bab-
ylon. His mission from God was to confront the people with their sins and help them 
understand that they were being punished for their unfaithfulness. The book of Eze-
kiel provides an outline of how the people came to repent.
• Ezekiel 2:3-5 illustrates the spiritual condition of the people when they were first 

taken captive: “I am sending you to the sons of Israel, to a ___________ people who 
have rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to 
this _________. And I am sending you to them who are _________ and obstinate 
children” (Ezekiel 2:3–4)

• One reason why the captives had not repented is they had a false hope that since 
Jerusalem and the Temple still stood, God would quickly deliver them from captivi-
ty. However, in a vision Ezekiel saw God leave the Temple and the city of Jerusalem 
(Ezekiel 10:18-19; 11:22-23). The point: God was no longer witht the people!

• The turning point came when the captives heard that Jerusalem and the Temple 
were destroyed (Ezekiel 33:21-22). The people could no longer claim that they 
would be saved because of the Temple. All they could do was face their sin and 
repent!

• It seems that the people repented after they heard news of Jerusalem’s destruction. 
Ezekiel saw another vision, this time a vision of hope. Read Ezekiel 43:1-5. What is 
the significance of this vision? ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Review
1. When were the first captives taken to Babylon? Name one person who was taken. 

_________________________________________________________________________
2. When was the second group of captives taken to Babylon? Name one person who 

was taken. ________________________________________________________________

3. When was Jerusalem destroyed? Who saw the destruction? ____________________
__________________________________________________________________________

4. What did God create on each day?

Day 1 Day 4

Day 2 Day 5

Day 3 Day 6
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 12: Return from 
Captivity

Scripture range: Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther
Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

Time range:
Covers a period of ~140 years from 
the first captives being allowed to 
return in 536 B.C. to the close of the 
Old Testament in ~400 B.C.

Major Outline: 

The Jews returned to the Promised 
Land in three waves:
1. 536 B.C., the first captives return 

under the leadership of Zerub-
babel. Their main task is to re-
build the Temple (Ezra 1-6).

• Haggai and Zechariah proph-
esy.

• Esther becomes queen of the 
Persians in ~ 480 B.C.

2. 457 B.C., Ezra and another 
group of captives return to lead 
a spiritual reform (Ezra 7-10).

3. 444 B.C., Nehemiah leads a third 
group of captives to Jerusalem 
and rebuilds the walls (Nehemi-
ah).

• Malachi prophesies.

The Persians Were 
The Dominant 

World Power When 
The Jews Returned 

From Captivity
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Cyrus’ decree & the first return
 Nine hundred years before the Babylonian captivity, God foretold that when Is-
rael rebelled He would send them into bondage (Deut. 28:64). At the same time God 
also promised to bring them back from captivity when they 
repented (Deut. 30:1-3). Furthermore, over one hundred 
years before the captivity God decreed that a man name 
Cyrus would be the one to send the captives home (Isaiah 
44:28). The captivity began in 605 B.C. and Jeremiah proph-
esied that it would last ________ years (Jeremiah 29:10). We 
also studied that Daniel was taken captive and installed in 
the Babylonian court. However, the Babylonians were conquered by the Persians (see 
Daniel 5) who were led by their king, Cyrus. Now read Ezra 1:1-3 and describe what 
happened...
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

God Was Faithful To His Promise!

“It is I who says of Cyrus, ‘He is 
My shepherd! And he will per-
form all My desire.’ And he de-
clares of Jerusalem, ‘She will 
be built,’ And of the temple, 
‘Your foundation will be laid.’” 
(Isaiah 44:28)

The 1st Return (536 B.C.)
 After Cyrus made his decree, 42,360 Jews returned to the land of Canaan under 
the leadership of Zerubbabel. Their first priority was to rebuild the temple which had 
been destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. The people began work and rapidly 
laid the foundation of the temple. What two responses did the people have to this 
event (Ezra 3:10-13)? _________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
 However, there were other people living in the land at this time, people who did 
not want Israel to be reestablished. At first they attempted to help in the rebuilding 
of the Temple, but they were refused; this task belonged to the Jews. Next they tried 
intimidation, but the Jews would not be deterred from their task. Their next tactic was 
more successful. Cyrus was dead now, so the people in the land sent a letter to the 
new king, claiming that the Jews were rebuilding the Temple so they could rebel. The 
Jews stopped working on the Temple for 15 years!
 God sent two prophets to the people: ____________ and ____________ (Ezra 
6:14). Their message was simple: complete the task of rebuilding the Temple so that 
God will bless you. The work resumed and the Temple was completed 4 years later.
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Esther & Ezra
 Esther’s story took place between the first and second returns. Xerxes was the 
king of Persia and is known in history as an ambitious and ruthless despot. The book 
begins with Xerxes dismissing his queen because she would 
not appear at his banquet. A search was conducted for a new 
queen and Esther, a Jew whose ancestors were among the 
captives taken by Babylon, was chosen.
 However, trouble ensued when Xerxes’ advisor  
__________ (3:1) became offended at Esther’s cousin 
____________ (3:2) because he would not bow before him. The 
advisor persuaded the king to have all of the Jews destroyed! 
Mordecai appealed to Esther: she must approach the king, re-
veal her Jewish heritage and save her people.

• Why was Esther hesitant to do this? (4:10-11) _________
____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

• What did Esther resolve to do? (4:15-17) ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Ultimately, Esther was successful in delivering her people. The feast of _________ (9:26) 
was instituted to commemorate the deliverance of the Jews from Haman’s plot.

The 2nd Return (457 B.C.)
 Ezra led the 2nd return to the Promised Land. The mission of the first return was 
to rebuild the temple, but Ezra’s mission was to lead a spiritual reformation among the 
people!
“For Ezra had set his heart to _____ the law of the LORD, and to __________ it, and to 

_______ His statutes and ordinances in Israel.” (Ezra 7:10)
 When Ezra came to the land he found that the people were not properly keep-
ing God’s law. They had taken foreign women as wives, a practice prohibited in the 
Law of Moses (Deuteronomy 7:1-4). Ezra rebuked the people and reminded them that 
the Lord had forbidden them from doing this (Ezra 9:10-15). 

How did they correct the problem? (Ezra 10:1-4)

Depiction of XerxesDepiction of Xerxes
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The End Of The Old Testament
 We have reached the end of the Old Testament. God selected Israel to be His 
special people because He promised to bless all families through the seed of Abra-
ham. However, Israel’s history was one of constant rebellion against Jehovah. God 
warned them and then punished them by sending them into captivity. However, God 
was faithful and brought them out of captivity when they repented. The Old Testament 
ends with the people back in the Promised Land, the Temple rebuilt and Jerusalem in 
safety. However, all was not well. Malachi was the final prophet of the Old Testament. 
How did he describe the spiritual condition of the people (Malachi 1:6-14)?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

The 3rd Return (444 B.C.)
 Nehemiah was the cupbearer of the Persian king, a high ranking office. How-
ever, one day his brother came from Judah with this report: “The __________ there in 
the province who survived the captivity are in great ________ and reproach, and the 
______ of Jerusalem is broken down and its ______ are burned with fire,” (Nehemiah 
1:3). Ninety years had passed since the captives first returned in 536 B.C. and the wall 
of Jerusalem was not even standing! Nehemiah was greatly distressed, so he prayed 
to God and then asked the king for his permission to return to Jerusalem and rebuild 
the walls.

 » Nehemiah went to Jerusalem and surveyed the city. He then addressed the peo-
ple: “And I told them how the hand of my God had been favorable to me, and 
also about the king’s words which he had spoken to me. Then they said, ‘Let us 
_____ and ______.’ So they put their hands to the _____ work,” (Nehemiah 2:18).

 » The task would not be easy. The other peoples living in the land constant-
ly threatened Nehemiah and the Jews. However, the work continued: “Those 
who were rebuilding the wall and those who carried burdens took their 
load with one hand doing the _____ and the other holding a ________,”  
(Nehemiah 4:17).

 » We must not loose sight of the fact that the reason why the work continued and 
prospered was because the people trusted in God: “Our God will _______ for us,” 
(Nehemiah 4:20).

 » Due to the leadership of Nehemiah, the faithfulness of the people and the help 
of God the work was completed in an astonishing amount of time: “So the wall 
was __________ on the twenty-fifth of the month of Elul, in ______________ days,” 
(Nehemiah 6:15).
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Special Study: The Prophets
 Walk into any library and you will note that the books 
are grouped into categories. Works of fiction will be in one 
place while history, self-help, poetry etc. will be located in 
different areas of the library. Many do not recognize that the 
Old Testament is grouped in the same way. One might pre-
fer that the 39 books of the Old Testament were arranged 
chronologically, but they are not: they are grouped by literary 
type. In the Old Testament you have books of history, books 
of wisdom (poetry) and books of prophecy.

 All 17 books of prophecy were written between  
Solomon’s death in 931 B.C. and the conclusion of the Old 
Testament record in ~400 B.C. These books are generally or-
dered by length and not when they were written, but we will 
set these in their historical context later in this lesson. The 
goal of this lesson is to focus on the work of these prophets 
and why they were so important in God’s plan. In our next 
lesson we will examine the importance of these prophets in 
what they revealed about the Christ.

Genesis 2 Chronicles Daniel
Exodus Ezra Hosea

Leviticus Nehemiah Joel
Numbers Esther Amos

Deuteronomy Job Obadiah
Joshua Psalms Jonah
Judges Proverbs Micah
Ruth Ecclesiastes Nahum

1 Samuel Song of Solomon Habakkuk
2 Samuel Isaiah Zephaniah
1 Kings Jeremiah Haggai
2 Kings Lamentations Zechariah

1 Chronicles Ezekiel Malachi
  Books of History  Books of Wisdom  Books of Prophecy
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What is a prophet?

The Work of the Prophets 
 » True or False: God chose who would be His prophets (Jeremiah 1:5) ______

 » How did a prophet receive his message? (Jeremiah 1:9; 2Peter 1:20-21) ________
____________________________________________________________

 » God described His prophets as _____________________. (Ezekiel 3:17)

 » If a prophet did not communicate God’s warning and a person died in iniquity, 
what would God require of the prophet? (Ezekiel 3:18) _______________________
_________________________________________________________________________

 » If a prophet communicated God’s warning, but that warning was ignored would 
the prophet be responsible? (Ezekiel 3:19) _________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

 » What would God do to false prophets? (Ezekiel 13:1-16) _____________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

 Most times when we hear the word “prophet” we immediately think of some-
one who reveals events that will take place in the distant future. While the prophets of 
the Old Testament certainly revealed things that would take place in the future, that 
was not their only function. The word “prophet” literally means “a spokesman,” so a 
prophet of God is one who speaks for God! This lesson is focusing on the 17 books of 
prophecy, but there are many other prophets in the Old Testament who revealed the 
will of God to the people. Moses was a prophet and so was king David. Other famous 
prophets of the Old Testament include Nathan, Elijah and Elisha.
 Shortly before God brought Israel into the Promised Land, He warned the peo-
ple against practicing divination, witchcraft and interpreting omens (Deut. 18:10). The 
land of Canaan was filled with such people, those who would try to reveal the future 
through mystical means. God would not allow His people to rely on such mediums, 
but promised “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him” (Deuteronomy 18:15). The apostle 
Peter revealed that Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of this promise (Acts 3:21-22), but 
the words have some application to all of God’s prophets. Israel would always know 
God’s will because He would reveal it through the prophets.
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The prophets in their historical context

920 B
C

720 B
C

The Prophets In Their  
H

istorical Context

D
ivided K

ingdom
(931 - 722 B.C.)

O
badiah, Joel, Jonah, A

m
os,  

H
osea, Isaiah, M

icah.

Babylonian 
Captivity

(605 - 536 B.C.)

Jerem
iah (Lam

entations),  
Ezekiel, D

aniel

Judah A
lone

(722-605 B.C.)
Isaiah, H

osea, M
icah, Zephaniah,  

N
ahum

, H
abakkuk, Jerem

iah

Return From
  

Captivity
(536 - 420 B.C.)

H
aggai, Zechariah, M

alachi

600 B
C

400 B
C

Beginning w
ith the D

ivided Kingdom
 w

e see an increased em
phasis on the w

ork of the prophets. Both 
Elijah and Elisha w

orked during this tim
e. Also, all 17 books of O

ld Testam
ent prophecy w

ere w
ritten af-

ter the death of Solom
on in 931 B.C

. These books w
ere w

ritten by 16 different authors (Jerem
iah w

rote 
both Jerem

iah and Lam
entations) over a span of ~500 years. H

ow
ever, these books are not in chrono-

logical order. So, let’s put all 17 books of prophecy (Isaiah through M
alachi) in their proper tim

e period.

Judah Subject 
to B

abylon



70     Periods of Bible History

The Message Of The Prophets 
 As we have seen already, a prophet is God’s messenger commissioned to de-
liver God’s word to man. In doing so, the prophets declared the will of God and not 
their own: “know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own 
____________, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human ___, but men moved 
by the _____ ______ spoke from God.” (2 Peter 1:20–21)
 What message was God sending to the people? The passages listed below pro-
vide a general idea of God’s message to the people before, during and after their 
captivity. Read each passage and write a brief summary of God’s message to Israel.

 While you and I might honor and respect these Old Testament prophets, they 
were hated and rejected by the people of their time (see Acts 7:52). They were charged 
with confronting the people with their sin and urging them to repent, and that is a 
message that most people do not want to hear. We should take a couple of lessons 
from this:
1. God wants people to repent and be saved, so we must be willing to point out sin 

and show people how they can be forgiven. (2Cor. 5:10-11; Matt. 18:15)
2. We need to take correction. When someone shows us in the Scriptures where we 

are wrong, we need to take the message and repent! (Luke 13:1-3)

God’s message to Israel before captivity (Isaiah 1:16-20)

God’s message to Israel during captivity (Jeremiah 29:10-14)

God’s message to Israel after captivity (Zechariah 1:1-6)
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Special Study:  
Christ in the Prophets

 “Now He said to them, ‘These are My words which I 
spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which 
are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Proph-
ets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then He opened 
their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to 
them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and 
rise again from the dead the third day, and that repen-
tance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His 
name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.’”

(Luke 24:44–47)
 Jesus’ apostles failed to understand many things re-
garding His work, death and resurrection. As we read in the 
passage above, Jesus explained these things by referring 
to the Law of _______ the ____________ and the Psalms (this 
is how the Jews referred to the entire Old Testament). The 
prophecies found throughout the Scriptures were essential 
to prove that Jesus is who He claimed to be: the Son of God! 
This lesson focuses on these prophecies and the evidence 
they provide for belief in Jesus.

 So far in our study we have already noted a few proph-
ecies of the Messiah (the Christ). Do you remember where 
each of these is found?

 ü The Messiah would bruise the head (destroy the power) 
of Satan. __________________________________________

 ü The Messiah would come from Abraham and bless all 
families of the earth. _______________________________

 ü The Messiah would be a prophet (law-giver) like Moses. 
__________________________________________________

 ü The Messiah would be a descendant of David and would 
reign forever. _____________________________________



Scripture List: Matthew 2:4-6; 3:17; 4:12-16; 12:18-21;  
13:34-35; 21:1-5; Luke 1:34-35; 3:2-6; 4:16-21; Mark 16:19
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Prophesies of Jesus’ life
 As we have already noted, prophecies in the Old Testament revealed that the 
Messiah would come and that He would deliver man from sin, deliver God’s will and 
establish an everlasting Kingdom. However, God also revealed several details about 
the Messiah’s life and work in the prophets. Ten of these prophecies are in the chart 
below. First, describe what each passage was prophesying about the coming Messiah. 
Next, using the Scripture list at the bottom, fill in where each prophecy was fulfilled.

Old Testament 
Prophecy The Prophecy New Testament 

Fulfillment

Psalm 2:7 Whose Son would He be?

Psalm 78:2 How would He teach?

Psalm 110:1 Where would He sit (reign)?

Isaiah 7:14 His mother would be a _____________.

Isaiah 9:1-2 Where would He work?

Isaiah 40:3 What would prepare His way?

Isaiah 42:1-4 Describe His manner.

Isaiah 61:1-2 Describe His message.

Micah 5:2 Where would He be born?

Zechariah 9:9 How would He enter Jerusalem?
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Prophesies of Jesus’ suffering

 While the Old Testament prophets foretold many things about the life and work 
of the Messiah, they also described His suffering and death. Two passages that stand 
out in this regard are Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22. What do these passages tell us about the 
suffering Messiah?

Isaiah 53 Psalm 22

“As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that 
would come to you made careful search and inquiry, seeking to know 
what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as 
He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.” 

(1 Peter 1:10–11)



74     Periods of Bible History

Prophecy & Evidence
 The apostles would spread the Gospel of Christ throughout the world. However, 
we must remember that when the apostles were preaching they didn’t have a copy 
of the New Testament like we have today. However, they could go to the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures and “preach Jesus” to their audiences.   The Old Testament was the 
Bible of the early church. Particularly useful to the apostles were the prophecies of 
the Christ found throughout the Old Testament. They would show how Jesus fulfilled 
these prophecies, thus giving evidence to their audience so they could believe in Je-
sus as the Son of God. Read the passages listed below: how did the apostles use the 
prophets to preach Christ?

1. Acts 2:22-32 ______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

2. Acts 3:11-26 ______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

3. Acts 8:30-35 ______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

4. Acts 13:32-37 _____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Review: 
Name the three promises that God made to Abraham:

1. _________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________________

What passage records God making these promises to Abraham? ______________
What passage records the fulfillment of the first promise? ____________________
What passage records the fulfillment of the second promise? _________________
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Period 13: Years of Silence

Scripture range: None

Time range:
~ 400 years from the end of the Old 
Testament to the beginning of the 
New Testament

Synopsis: 

In Amos 8:11 God declared, “Be-
hold, days are coming...when I will 
send a famine on the land, Not a 
famine for bread or a thirst for wa-
ter, But rather for hearing the words 
of the LORD.” The 400 years be-
tween the book of Malachi and the 
Gospels helped fulfill this prophe-
cy. We term this time the “Years of 
Silence.”

God was not revealing His word 
during these years, but He was still 
working. We read in Galatians 4:4 
that “when the fullness of the time 
came, God sent forth His Son...” 
During these years of silence God 
was making preparations to send 
His Son to earth to redeem man-
kind. He was preparing to keep the 
promises that He made in Genesis 
3:15 and 12:3.



 In an earlier lesson we studied how the prophet Daniel 
was taken into captivity by Babylon in 605 B.C. In Babylon he 
would serve in king Nebuchadnezzar’s court. Daniel 2 records 
how the king had a terrifying dream, a dream of a statue with 
four distinct parts. Only Daniel could reveal what the dream 
was and give its interpretation. Read Daniel 2:31-44 and fill out 
the chart below.

Part of Statue Made of... Represents...

Head Vs. 32 Vs. 37-38

Chest & Arms Vs. 32 Vs. 39

Belly & Thighs Vs. 32 Vs. 39

Legs & Feet Vs. 33 Vs. 40

 This vision is essential to our understanding of events in 
the years of silence. Daniel revealed that the different sections 
of the statue represented different kingdoms, but he did not 
tell us their names. However, we know them from history. Baby-
lon was the head of gold, the chest and arms of silver were the 
Medes and Persians, the belly and thighs of bronze were the 
Greeks, the legs and feet of iron and clay were the Romans.
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The vision of Daniel 2

1. In the vision, what destroyed the statue? (vs. 34) _________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

2. What did Daniel say the stone represented? (vs. 44) ______________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

3. When would this occur? (vs. 40-44) ______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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Four Kingdoms
     The head of gold represented the kingdom of Babylon, the nation which took Judah 
into captivity. A couple of important developments occurred during the captivity:
1. The Jews were taken into captivity because of idolatry, but in captivity they learned to 

not worship anything other than Jehovah God. 
2. In captivity the Jews could not worship in the Temple, so they formed groups where 

the Law could be read and where they could worship God. When the Jews left cap-
tivity they would set up synagogues wherever they went across the world.  How 
did this help prepare the way for Jesus and the gospel? (Matt. 13:54; Acts 13:14.)  
_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

     The chest of silver represented the Medo-Persian Empire. In 539 B.C. the kingdom of 
Babylon fell to the Medes and Persians (cf. Daniel 5:30-31). This empire would remain the 
dominant world power until ~330 B.C. Thus, the Old Testament concludes with the Per-
sians in power.

1. What did God say Cyrus, the Persian king, would do? (Isaiah 44:28) __________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Why was it so important for the Jews to return to the Promised Land? Hint: where was 
the Messiah to be born? (Micah 5:2) _____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

     The belly and thighs of bronze represented the Grecian Empire. By 331 B.C. Alexander 
the Great had conquered the Persian Empire and by 325 B.C. he would conquer the entire 
known world (cf. Daniel 8:3-7,20-21). Again, some significant developments helped pre-
pare the way for Jesus.
1. Alexander spread Greek culture in every land he conquered. As a result, the Greek 

language became universal by the time of Jesus’ birth. Also, the Old Testament was 
translated into Greek. Why was this significant? ___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

2. In the Gospels we are introduced to the Pharisees and Sadducees. These sects origi-
nated when the Greeks were in power.

     The legs of iron and feet of iron and clay represented the Roman Empire. They became 
the dominant world power around 100 B.C. and took control of Judah in 63 B.C. The Ro-
mans ruled throughout the entire New Testament.
1. Rome built highways throughout its Empire making travel easier for Jesus as He taught 

throughout Palestine and for the apostles as they went throughout the world.
2. The period of Roman rule is often referred to as the Pax Romana, or the “Peace of 

Rome”.  This made travel safer for Jesus and His disciples.
3. The Pax Romana was maintained by force. When revolts did occur, retalia-

tion was swift and harsh. How was this significant in Jesus’ death? (Luke 23:1-2) 
_____________________________________________________________________________
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The Rise Of Messianic Expectation
 As we have seen, during the years of silence God was making the needed prepa-
rations to send His Son. However, things were not easy for the Jewish people during 
the time between the Testaments. We have already noted that the Persians were rul-
ing as the Old Testament ended. Generally speaking the Persians were kindly dis-
posed to the Jews and allowed them to worship Jehovah freely. However, conditions 
changed for the Jews during Greek rule. Alexander the Great died shortly after his 
conquest and his empire was divided among four of his gen-
erals. The Jews were first ruled by the Ptolemies then by the 
Seleucids. Under the Ptolemies the Jews continued to enjoy 
religious freedom, but this ended under some of the Seleucid 
rulers. One ruler in particular, Antiochus IV, made it his goal 
to exterminate the Jewish religion. He ordered the Scriptures 
destroyed, abolished observance of the Sabbath and festivals 
and even set up an altar to Zeus in the temple (the “abomina-
tion of desolation” prophesied by Daniel). Any attempt to worship Jehovah was pun-
ishable by death! The Jews fought against Antiochus IV and under the leadership of 
the Maccabees they won their freedom. Their freedom was short lived. In 63 B.C. the 
Roman General Pompey took Jerusalem by force, killing 12,000 Jews and entering the 
Holy of Holies in the Temple. 
 The Jews knew God’s promise to David, that He would set up the throne of Da-
vid’s descendants. So, as we begin studying the New Testament we see that many 
were looking for the promised King, the Messiah (cf. John 1:49; 6:14-15). However, we 
have also seen that the Jews learned their lesson regarding idolatry: they would not 
worship any thing or any man as God. 

• What kind of Messiah were the Jews expecting? Were they looking for the Son of 
God? _____________________________________________________________________

• Why did the Jews reject Jesus as the Messiah? (see John 5:17-18; 8:58-59; 10:30-
39) ______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

“And forces from him will 
arise, desecrate the sanctu-
ary fortress, and do away 
with the regular sacrifice. 
And they will set up the 
abomination of desolation.”

(Daniel 11:31)

Review:  List the Ten Commandments

1 6
2 7
3 8
4 9
5 10
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Period 14: Life of Christ 
(Part 1)

Scripture range: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

Time range:

It is impossible to pinpoint the ex-
act date of Jesus’ birth, but He was 
born around 4 B.C. We know that 
He was 30 years old when He began 
His ministry (Luke 3:23) and that His 
ministry lasted ~ 3 years. So, Jesus 
probably died in A.D. 29 or 30.

Synopsis: 

When the birth of Jesus was an-
nounced to shepherds in the field, 
the angel proclaimed, “I bring you 
good news of a great joy which 
shall be for all people,” (Luke 2:10). 
The first four books of the New 
Testament tell the “good news” (i.e., 
gospel) of Jesus’ life, death and res-
urrection; the fulfillment of God’s 
plan to save man from his sins.

Matthew, Mark and Luke are 
sometimes called “synoptic” gos-
pels. This term literally means that 
they see the same thing; these 
writers record many of the same 
events and teachings of Jesus. On 
the other hand, John’s account of 
Jesus’ life contains several miracles 
and teachings that are not found in 
the others. These accounts do not 
disagree, but taken together reveal 
all we need to know about the Son 
of God as He walked among men.
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The preparation of Jesus

 Two significant events in the life of Jesus occurred right before His public ministry be-
gan. The first event was his baptism. What can we learn from this event?

• John the baptist preached a “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,” (Luke 
3:3). Was Jesus baptized because He needed forgiveness of sins? (Matt. 3:14) 
______________________________________________________________________________

• Why was Jesus baptized? (Matt. 3:14-15) _________________________________________
• What occurred when Jesus was baptized? (Matt 3:16-17) _________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
• What did John the baptist conclude from these events? (John 1:32-34) ______________

______________________________________________________________________________
 After His baptism, Jesus was led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit where He was 
tempted by the devil for 40 days. In your own words, how was Jesus able to resist the devil? 
(Matt. 4:1-11) _____________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

“For we do not have a high priest who cannot sym-
pathize with our weaknesses, but One who has 
been tempted in all things as we are, yet without 

sin.” (Hebrews 4:15)

 Space will not allow us to discuss all that happened when Jesus was born. However, we 
must note that the events of Jesus’ birth were exactly as God foretold in the Old Testament. 
Let’s briefly examine three of these.

1. The Old Testament concludes with a prophecy of “Elijah,” the one who would prepare the 
people before the coming of the Lord (Malachi 4:5-6). The fulfillment of this prophecy is 
found in Luke 1:13-17. Who fulfilled this prophecy? _______________________________

2. Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would be born to a virgin (Isaiah 7:14). We read in 
Luke 1:32-34 where the angel Gabriel told Mary that she would bear the Messiah, even 
though she was a virgin. What else do we learn about the Christ from this passage? 
____________________________________________________________________________

3. We also learn from Micah 5:2 that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem. In Luke 
2:1-7 we read how Jesus was born in the city of Bethlehem. However, Joseph and Mary 
lived in Nazareth: how did they come to be in Bethlehem? __________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... And 
the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only 

begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:1, 14)

The Judean WildernessThe Judean Wilderness
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The teachings of Jesus
“This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.” (John 6:14)

 Moses prophesied that another Prophet would come after Him, a Prophet to 
whom the people must listen (Deuteronomy 18:18). Jesus is that Prophet; He came 
proclaiming the word of God (Hebrews 1:2; John 12:49). The multitudes who heard 
Jesus “were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, 
and not as their scribes” (Matthew 7:28–29). We too should be amazed at His teaching 
and resolve to obey it knowing one day we will be judged by His words (John 12:48). 
Below are four examples of His teachings. Read each passage and summarize Jesus’ 
message in your own words.

Matthew 6:19-21, 24-34 ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Matthew 18:21-35 ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Luke 9:23-26 ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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Review: 
Name the 12 sons of Jacob
1 5 9
2 6 10
3 7 11
4 8 12

Where is the first prophecy of Jesus recorded? __________________________________
Where are God’s promises to Abraham recorded? _______________________________
Where is God’s promise to David recorded? _____________________________________

The Miracles Of Jesus
 “Many other signs therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of the dis-
ciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have 
life in His name.” (John 20:30–31)

 As Jesus preached throughout Judea and Galilee, the power of God was with 
Him to heal every disease and to cast out demons. Many who saw Jesus’ signs mar-
veled and wondered who He could be, some concluding that He is the Son of God. 
The Gospels are filled with accounts of these miracles, but let’s consider one and see 
how it helps us understand the true power of Jesus.
 We read in Luke 5:17-26 how the friends of a paralyzed man brought him to 
Jesus. Their faith that Jesus could heal him was so great that when the house was too 
crowded to approach Jesus they went up to the roof, removed a section of the tile and 
lowered their friend in front of Jesus. Read the text and answer these questions.

• What did Jesus first say to the man? (vs. 20) _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

• What complaint did the Pharisees make? (vs. 21) _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________

• Why did Jesus heal the man? (vs. 22-24) ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

 Jesus healing the man was proof that He could do what He said: Jesus can for-
give sins! The miracles furnished proof that Jesus is the Son of God, and if we believe 
in Him we can be saved.
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Period 14: Life of Christ 
(Part 2)

Why Did Jesus Come?
 “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you 
on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.” (Genesis 
3:15)
 “And in you all the families of the earth shall be bless-
ed.” (Genesis 12:3)

 The two passages above are at the heart of the Bible 
story. At the beginning of our studies we noted how man and 
woman sinned in the garden and were punished by being sep-
arated from God. Also, physical death came into existence. In 
the midst of this horror God offered hope: One would come 
who would destroy the power of Satan (cf. Hebrews 2:14-15). 
Furthermore, God promised Abraham that all families would 
be blessed through his seed.
 Jesus is the promised Seed (Matthew 1:1; Luke 1:54-
55). But how would He fulfill the promise of God? Even during 
His life Jesus foretold that He would be rejected by the peo-
ple: “the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and 
scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and will deliver 
Him to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify Him, and 
on the third day He will be raised up.” (Matthew 20:18–19) 
But why did Jesus have to die? Jesus said, “the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28) Also, on the night of His 
betrayal when Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, He said of 
the cup, “this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:28)
 Jesus came to die; He came to die for you and for me. In 
this lesson we will study the events of His crucifixion, but also 
the events of His resurrection and ascension to glory. These 
events are at the center of our faith, the basis of our hope.
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The crucifixion

Matthew 26:47-56; 27:15-25; 27:26; 27:51-54; Mark 14:53-65; 15:33-36; Luke 
22:39-46; 22:54-62; 23:1-12; 23:33-34; 23:35-43; John 18:33-37; 19:30; 19:31-
37; 19:38-42

 No event in human history is of greater significance than the crucifixion of Jesus. When He 
died the sacrifice was made that could forgive our sins (1 Peter 1:18-19) and the New Covenant 
prophesied by Jeremiah was established (Hebrews 8-9). No wonder the apostle Paul proclaimed, “I 
determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). 
Let us never forget that these blessings came at an awful price: Jesus’ agony on the cross. The events 
of Jesus’ arrest, trials and crucifixion are summarized below. Match the passages at the bottom of the 
page with each event.

Jesus prays in the garden. His anguish is so great that His sweat is as great 
drops of blood.
Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss. One of Jesus’ disciples cuts off the ear of the 
high priest’s servant. Jesus heals the man and states that He could be deliv-
ered by 12 legions of angels.
Jesus stands trial before Caiaphas, the high priest. At first Jesus is silent, but 
He then declares that they would see “the Son of Man sitting at the right hand 
of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
Peter denies Jesus three times before the rooster crows. At the third denial the 
Lord looked at him and Peter went away weeping.
Jesus stands trial before Pilate. When Pilate hears that Jesus is from Galilee 
he sends Jesus to Herod. Herod mocks Jesus and sends Him back to Pilate.
Pilate asks Jesus if He is a king. Jesus says yes, but His Kingdom is not of 
this world.
The Jews ask for the release of Barabbas, demanding that Jesus be crucified. 
They cry, “His blood be upon us and our children!”
Pilate has Jesus scourged and delivers Him to be crucified.
Jesus is crucified between two criminals. Jesus prays, “Father, forgive them 
for they do not know what they are doing.”
The Jewish leaders, soldiers and one of the criminals mock Jesus. The other 
criminal asks to be remembered in Jesus’ Kingdom.
Darkness falls over the land from noon to 3 PM. Jesus cries out, “My God, 
My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Jesus is given sour wine to drink.
Jesus says, “It is finished!” and gives up His spirit.
As Jesus dies the veil of the temple tears in two, the earth shakes and the 
tombs open. A centurion says, “Truly this was the Son of God!”
The soldiers come to break the legs of Jesus, but they first pierce His side. 
Blood and water come out, confirming that Jesus is dead.
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus take Jesus’ body and bury it in a new 
tomb.
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The resurrection

 You and I have not seen the resurrected Lord, but there should be no doubt that 
Jesus rose from the dead. Nothing else can explain how the apostles went from hiding 
in fear to boldly proclaiming that Jesus is risen from the dead and now reigns as Lord 
and Christ (cf. Acts 2:32-36). But what does this mean for us? Read Romans 6:3-11 and 
1 Corinthians 15:20-23 and in your own words, explain why the resurrection is so im-
portant for us today.
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

 As we noted earlier, Jesus knew that He would be rejected and crucified, but He 
also knew that He would be raised from the dead on the third day (Matt. 20:19)! The 
resurrection supplies us with the greatest proof that Jesus is the Son of God. We read 
that on one occasion the Pharisees asked Jesus for a sign. Note Jesus’ response: “An 
evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign shall be given to it 
but the sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE 
NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so shall the Son of Man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth.” (Matthew 12:39–40)
 The gospel accounts unanimously confirm that Jesus was raised on the third 
day, just as He predicted! However, the texts also make clear that the disciples were 
not anticipating the resurrection.

 » Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene and then to two other disciples who 
were travelling in the country outside of Jerusalem. Did the apostles and other 
disciples believe their report that Jesus was alive? (Mark 16:9-13) ____________
________________________________________________________________________

 » Describe the apostles’ mind-set when Jesus appeared to them. (John 20:19) 
________________________________________________________________________

 » What proof did Jesus offer of His resurrection? (John 20:19-20) _____________
________________________________________________________________________

 » One apostle, Thomas, was not present when Jesus appeared to the other apos-
tles. Did he believe them? Explain. (John 20:24-25) _________________________
________________________________________________________________________

 » How was Thomas convinced? (John 20:26-29) _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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Review: 
1. Name the three sons of Noah: _____________  _____________  ____________

2. Name the three kings who reigned over all 12 tribes of Israel: 
_____________  _____________  _____________

3. Who led Israel out of Egypt? __________________________________________

4. Who led Israel in the conquest of Canaan? ______________________________

5. Who was the first Judge of Israel? _____________________________________

6. Who was the last Judge of Israel? _____________________________________

7. Name two faithful kings of Judah: _______________   _______________

8. How old was Jesus when He began His public ministry? __________________

The Ascension
 We read in Acts 1:3 that after His resurrection Jesus continued with the disci-
ples for forty days, giving further proof of His resurrection and “speaking of the things 
concerning the kingdom of God.” The gospels conclude with Jesus ascending into 
heaven and sitting at the right hand of God (Mark 16:19). This was when God, “seat-
ed Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in 
the one to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as 
head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all 
in all.” (Ephesians 1:20–23) Our final picture of Jesus is one of power, of one who can 
rightfully claim, “all authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” (Matthew 
28:18) So, what has the King said we must do to have our sins forgiven and to enter 
His Kingdom?

1. John 12:48-49 __________________________________________________

2. John 3:16 ______________________________________________________

3. Matthew 10:32-33 ______________________________________________

4. Luke 13:3 ______________________________________________________

5. Mark 16:16 _____________________________________________________

Have You Obeyed The King?
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16 Periods of 
Bible History

1. Creation &  
Before The Flood

2. The Flood
3. The Patriarchs
4. Exodus from Egypt
5. Wilderness  

Wanderings
6. Conquest of  

Canaan
7. Judges
8. United Kingdom
9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  

Captivity
12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
15. Establishment 

& Growth of the 
Church

16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 15: The Church 
(Part 1)

Scripture range: Acts

Time range:

The book of Acts begins with Je-
sus’ ascension into Heaven (~A.D. 
30)  and ends with Paul’s first impris-
onment in Rome (~A.D. 63). During 
this brief span of time the church is 
established and spreads throughout 
the known world!

Major Outline: 

Before His ascension into Heaven, 
Jesus promised His apostles, “you 
will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be My witnesses both in Jeru-
salem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and even to the remotest part of the 
earth.” (Acts 1:8) This verse provides 
the outline for the book of Acts...

• The apostles receive power 
from the Holy Spirit and witness 
in Jerusalem, Acts 1-7.

• The gospel spreads to the re-
gions of Judea and Samaria, 
Acts 8-12.

• The gospel spreads to the re-
motest parts of the earth, Acts 
13-28.

The book of Acts is all about sal-
vation. Everywhere the apostles 
went they proclaimed the gospel of 
Christ so that people could believe 
and obey. If we desire to be saved, 
we must believe and obey the same 
message!
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The church established

The People Respond, Acts 2:37-47
 The prophet Joel declared that now “everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved,” (vs. 21). Peter’s sermon proved that Jesus is the Lord, so how could 
the people call on Him and be saved?

1. “Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the ______, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, ‘Brethren, what shall we do?’ Peter said to them, 
‘______, and each of you be ________ in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgive-
ness of your ______; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (vs. 37-38)

2. Those who received the word were ______________. (vs. 41)
3. How many people were baptized that day? _____________________ (vs. 41)
4. Who was being added to their number? (Some translations say “church”)  

vs. 47 ___________________________________________________________
When people responded to the Lord’s message they were saved from their sins and 
made a part of Christ’s body, the church (Ephesians 1:22-23) living under His rule in 
His Kingdom (Colossians 1:13-14).

Peter’s Sermon
1. God confirmed who Je-

sus is through signs and 
wonders (vs. 22).

2. They were guilty of His 
death (vs. 23).

3. Jesus was raised from 
the dead according to 
the prophecy of David 
(vss. 24-31).

4. The apostles saw the 
resurrected Jesus (vs. 
32).

5. Jesus now sits at the 
right hand of God (vss. 
33-35).

6. God made Jesus both 
Lord and Christ (vs. 36).

 God foretold through the prophets that the Messiah would establish an everlast-
ing Kingdom (cf. 2 Samuel 7:12-16; Daniel 2:44; 7:13-14). Furthermore, while on earth 
Jesus acknowledged that He is King over a spiritual Kingdom (John 18:36-37) and 
that His Kingdom would come with power (Mark 9:1). Now note Jesus’ words to His 
apostles in Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you...” On the Day of Pentecost (a feast day occurring 50 days after the Passover) the 
apostles were baptized with the Holy Spirit, giving them power to speak in other lan-
guages (2:1-4)! They had received power, the Kingdom 
was coming!
 Many Jews from across the world were in Jeru-
salem for the feast and they were amazed to hear the 
apostles preaching in their native languages (real lan-
guages, vs. 6-11). How could these lowly men of Gal-
ilee do this? Peter proclaimed that this was the fulfill-
ment of a prophecy found in Joel 2:28-32, that God 
had poured out His Spirit on the apostles and now the 
time had come when they could call on the Lord and be 
saved. Peter then preached the gospel message to the 
people, the message that Jesus is the Lord. Read Peter’s 
sermon in Acts 2:22-36 and note the main points listed 
in the box.
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The church spreads
 The church grew and prospered in Jerusalem, but according to Acts 1:8, the 
Lord’s plan was for the church to begin in Jerusalem, but then spread into the sur-
rounding areas (Judea and Samaria) and on into the rest of the world. Surprisingly, the 
church began to spread when it came under persecution. Acts 7 records how a disciple 
named Stephen was put on trial by the Jews and was stoned to death. This unleashed 
a broad persecution against the church led by a man named Saul (more about him 
in the next lesson). The Christians in Jerusalem were forced to scatter throughout the 
regions of _________ and _________ (8:2). What did they do as they scattered? (8:4) __
_____________________________________________________________________________
 Acts 8 focuses on the work of a disciple named Philip. He left Jerusalem and jour-
neyed to the city of _________ (vs. 5). The origin of the Samaritans goes back to when Is-
rael was taken captive by the Assyrians. Foreigners were brought in to settle Israel’s land 
and they eventually intermarried with the Jews. This mixed race were known as Samar-
itans and they were hated by the Jews. However, Philip preached the gospel message 
to them. How did they respond? (vs. 12) ______________ 
___________________________________________________
 Philip was then called by the Lord to go preach to 
a man from Ethiopia who was travelling from Jerusalem 
by the road going down to Gaza. This man was not a Jew, 
but he was a proselyte, a non-Jew who had converted to 
the Jewish religion. Philip found the man reading from 
Isaiah 53, but not understanding the message. Philip be-
gan preaching Christ to him; how did he respond to the 
message? (vs. 36-39) ________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

How the church grows...
1. The gospel message is taught (8:4,12,35)
2. People believe the message (8:12,37)
3. People obey the message (8:12,38)
4. The church spreads!

This is the only way that the church can grow. The same gospel message was taught 
in Jerusalem, Samaria and on the Gaza road. The people responded by believing 
and being baptized. Don’t be fooled by anyone saying you can be part of the Lord’s 
church in any other way!
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Notes on Holy Spirit baptism
1. We read of only two occasions where people were baptized with the Holy Spirit: 

the apostles in Acts 2 and Cornelius’ household in Acts 10. We do not read of any-
one else being baptized with the Holy Spirit in the ten years that passed between 
these two chapters, or after.

2. They did not ask God to baptize them with the Holy Spirit. God chose who would 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit, not man. God acknowledged by this baptism that 
Gentiles could be saved by faith just like Jews (Acts 15:7-9).

3. There was definite proof that these had been baptized with the Holy Spirit. Speak-
ing in tongues (real languages, not babble) accompanied both instances of Holy 
Spirit baptism.

4. Holy Spirit baptism did not save Cornelius or those with him. Read 10:47-48 again. 
Cornelius and those with him still needed to be baptized in water.

5. There is now only one baptism (Ephesians 4:5). This is baptism with water for the 
remission of sins. This is the only baptism that can cleanse us of our sins (Acts 2:38; 
22:16).

The Gospel Is For All! Acts 10-11
 The prophets foretold that the Messianic Kingdom would be one for all peo-
ple (Isaiah 2:2-4; 49:6; 56:7-8). However, up to this point the gospel had only been 
preached to Jews or proselytes. In Acts 10 we are introduced to Cornelius, a man who 
worshipped God, but was not a Jew or a proselyte.

 » Would you describe Cornelius as a good man? (10:1-2) ____________________
________________________________________________________________________

 » Was he saved? (10:3-6; 11:13-14) ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Cornelius obeyed the Lord and sent messengers to Peter. Peter had always been a de-
vout Jew and would not have willingly associated with a Gentile (non Jew). However, 
the Lord prepared Peter by showing him a vision and declaring that “What God has 
_________, no longer consider __________.” (10:15) 
 Peter went and preached the gospel to Cornelius and all those in his house. 
Note what happened next...

 » What happened while Peter was preaching? (10:44) ________________________
________________________________________________________________________

 » God did this to show Peter, and all Jews, that Gentiles could be  Christians and a 
part of the Kingdom! (note 11:16-18)

 » According to Peter, what did Cornelius still need to do? (10:47-48) ____________
________________________________________________________________________
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5. Wilderness  
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9. Divided Kingdom
10. Judah Alone
11. Babylonian  
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12. Return from  

Captivity
13. Years of Silence
14. Life of Christ
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& Growth of the 
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16. Letters to the 
Churches

Period 15: The Church 
(Part 2)

An Introduction to Paul
 The spread of the gospel and the Kingdom were out-
lined by the Lord in Acts 1:8, “you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even 
to the remotest part of the earth.” Our last lesson focused on 
how the apostles received power when they were baptized 
with the Holy Spirit, how the church was established in Jeru-
salem and then spread throughout Judea and Samaria. Now, 
it was time for the gospel to reach the rest of the world.
 The Lord made a surprising choice for the person who 
would take the gospel to much of the world: Saul of Tarsus. 
We were first introduced to Saul in Acts 7:58 where he was a 
witness to the death of Stephen. He then spearheaded the 
persecution of the church in Acts 8:1-3. We next meet him in 
Acts 9 where he is still persecuting Christians, extending his 
efforts to cities and regions well outside of Jerusalem. While 
on the way to Damascus the Lord appeared to Saul and told 
him to go into the city and “it will be told you what you must 
do.” (Acts 9:6) A Christian named Ananias was sent to Saul, 
telling him to “get up and be baptized, and wash away your 
sins, calling on His name.” (22:16)
 Saul is better known to us as the apostle Paul and the 
Lord said of him, “he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear 
My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Isra-
el.” (Acts 9:15) Acts 13-28 focus on the work of Paul and his 
fellow workers as they spread the gospel of Christ throughout 
the world. 
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Paul’s journeys
 After his conversion Paul eventually made his way to Antioch of Syria where he 
and another disciple named Barnabas worked with the Christians of that city (Acts 
11:25-26). While at Antioch the Holy Spirit came to them and said, “Set apart for Me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” (Acts 13:2) So began 
what we commonly refer to as Paul’s missionary journeys.
 The passages below show the places where Paul and his companions traveled 
with the gospel. Fill in the blanks and then note where each place is located on the 
map. 

First
Journey

• Acts 13:1, Antioch of Syria where all of the journeys be-
gan.

• Acts 13:4-5 ___________________________________
• Acts 13:6 _____________________________________
• Acts 13:13-14 _________________________________
• Acts 14:1 _____________________________________
• Acts 14:8 _____________________________________
• Acts 14:20 ____________________________________

Second
Journey

• Acts 15:41, Paul returns through regions visited during 
the first journey

• Acts 16:1 _____________________________________
• Acts 16:8 _____________________________________
• Acts 16:11-12 _________________________________
• Acts 17:1 _____________________________________
• Acts 17:10 ____________________________________
• Acts 17:16 ____________________________________
• Acts 18:1 _____________________________________

Third
Journey

• Acts 18:23, Paul returns through regions visited during 
the first journey

• Acts 19:1 _____________________________________
• Acts 20:1 _____________________________________
• Acts 20:2 _____________________________________
• Acts 20:6 _____________________________________
• Acts 20:17 ____________________________________
• Acts 21:17 ____________________________________
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Paul’s journeys

Starting
Point
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Review
Complete the outline for Acts:

1. The apostles would witness in Jerusalem (Acts 1-__)
2. The apostles would witness in _______ and ________ (Acts 8-12)
3. The apostles would witness to the remotest part of the earth (Acts ___ - ___)

Which of the gospels are referred to as “synoptic”? 
__________________ ____________________     _____________________

The Trials of Paul, Acts 21-28
 The Jews opposed Paul in every city he visited. Whereas he had once persecut-
ed Christians, Paul was now persecuted for proclaiming the gospel of Christ. When 
Paul travelled to Jerusalem at the end of the third missionary journey, Jews from Asia 
incited a riot against him. Paul would have been killed had a Roman centurion not 
rescued him from the mob. Paul would be in Roman custody for over two years, but 
he would take advantage of every opportunity to present the gospel to the Jews and 
Roman officials. However, when it became evident that Paul would not find justice, he 
exercised his right as a Roman citizen and appealed to Caesar (25:11). The book of 
Acts concludes with Paul’s voyage to and arrival at Rome. Before we conclude this les-
son, let’s note a few things from this period of Paul’s life.

1. The first Roman governor to hear Paul’s case was a man named Felix. He was no-
toriously ruthless and cruel. When Paul preached the “faith in Christ” to Felix, what 
did that message involve? (24:24-25) _________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

2. How did Felix respond to the gospel? (24:25) ________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

3. Paul also testified to another Roman governor named Festus and a local king named 
Agrippa. Festus thought Paul was out of his mind. Why? (26:22-24) _____________
__________________________________________________________________________

4. Agrippa knew that Paul was trying to convert him to Christ. What did Paul say in re-
ply? (26:29) _______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

5. What did Paul do while in Rome? (28:30-31) _________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Period 16: Letters (Part 1)

Scripture range: Romans - Revelation

Time range:

The epistles (letters) of the New Testament 
were written beginning about 15 years 
after Jesus’ ascension into Heaven. 1st 
Thessalonians was probably the first letter 
written in ~A.D. 45 and Revelation was the 
last written in ~A.D. 95.

Synopsis: 

As Jesus sent His apostles out on the 
Great Commission He said, “All authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” (Mat-
thew 28:18–20)

The book of Acts shows how the apos-
tles made disciples of all nations, but these 
disciples still needed to know all that the 
Lord commanded. The 22 epistles (letters) 
at the end of the New Testament were 
written to inform these Christians of all the 
Lord’s will and encourage them to remain 
in the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9). Paul 
wrote at least 13 of the letters, 14 if you 
count Hebrews.

Paul’s Letters In  
Chronological Order 1st Roman 

Imprisonment
A.D. 61-63

Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
Philemon

Hebrews (??)

2nd Journey
A.D. 50-54

1st Thessalonians
2nd Thessalonians

Galatians

3rd Journey
A.D. 54-58

1st Corinthians
2nd Corinthians

Romans

Brief Period 
Of Freedom
A.D. 63-64

1st Timothy
Titus

2nd Roman 
Imprisonment

A.D. 64-65
2nd Timothy
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Theme of the letters

Letter Author Basic Information

Romans Paul

Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome contains the fullest 
explanation of the gospel preached by Paul. Why is the 
gospel so important? (1:16-17) 

1st Corinthians Paul

This letter addresses a number of problems the saints in 
Corinth were having. Why did Paul rebuke them? (1:10-13) 

2nd Corinthians Paul

This letter was a follow-up to 1st Corinthians. How did the 
Corinthian saints respond to Paul’s first letter? (7:8-11) 

Galatians Paul

Some Jewish Christians were teaching that Gentiles had to 
keep the Law of Moses. Why is this dangerous? (1:6-8; 5:4)

Ephesians Paul

This letter emphasizes the blessings found in the church 
and a Christian’s responsibilities. What blessings are found 
in the church? (1:3)

What responsibility does each Christian have? (4:1)

Philippians Paul

Paul rejoiced that the saints in Philippi had been in fellow-
ship with Paul since he first visited them. He also exhorted 
them to... (2:1-5)

Colossians Paul

To our knowledge, Paul never visited the city of Colossae. 
What message did Paul proclaim to them about Jesus? 
(1:15-20)

 Space will not allow us to consider the 22 epistles in-depth, but we must remem-
ber that each letter was written to a specific audience and had a main point. In this 
lesson we will survey each letter looking at the main point of each. Complete the table 
on the following pages to gain a basic understanding of each letter.
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Theme of the letters

1st Thessalonians Paul

The saints in Thessalonica were being persecuted for their 
faith in Jesus. What reason does Paul give them to endure 
persecution? (4:13-5:11)

2nd Thessalonians Paul

This letter was written shortly after 1st Thessalonians. In 
this letter Paul addresses some of their questions regard-
ing the coming of Christ. What would happen to Christ’s 
enemies? (1:7-10)

1st Timothy Paul

Timothy was a young evangelist who accompanied Paul 
on many of his journeys. How could Timothy be a faithful 
evangelist? (4:12-13)

2nd Timothy Paul

This was the last letter written by Paul before his execu-
tion. Why was Paul unafraid of dying? (1:12)

Titus Paul
Titus was another young evangelist. According to Paul, 
what has the grace of God taught us? (2:11-14)

Philemon Paul

Philemon’s slave, Onesimus, had run away and become 
a Christian. Paul was sending him back to Philemon. How 
was Philemon to receive him? (1:15-16)

Hebrews
Unknown, 
but many 
think it is 

Paul

Jewish Christians faced tremendous persecution from 
other Jews. Why should these Christians not turn their 
back on Christ? (8:1-2)

James
James (a 
brother 

of Jesus)

The apostle James was executed in Acts 12. The book of 
James was written by a brother of Jesus, one of the lead-
ers in the Jerusalem church. According to James, what re-
lationship do faith and works have? (2:14-26)
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Letter Author Basic Information

1st Peter Peter

This letter was written to Christians who were suffering for 
their faith. How should a Christian respond to suffering? 
(4:12-14)

2nd Peter Peter

False teachers have always been a problem. How does 
Peter describe those who pervert the teachings of Christ? 
(2:17-22)

1st John John

John’s first letter was also written to combat false doctrine. 
Why is it so important to allow the doctrine of Christ to 
abide in us? (2:24)

2nd John John

Another warning against false teachers. What happens to 
someone if he departs from the doctrine of Christ? (vs. 9)

3rd John John

This letter offers contrasting examples: Gaius was a faithful 
saint while Diotrephes was conceited. What are we to imi-
tate? (vs. 11)

Jude
Jude, a 
brother 
of Jesus

Jude was another brother of Jesus (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3). 
False teachers abounded, so what should a Christian con-
tend for? (vs. 3)

Revelation John

At this time Christians were being persecuted by the Roman 
government because they refused to worship Caesar. Many 
Christians were being killed for their faith, so why should 
they remain faithful to Christ? What is their reward? (2:10; 
14:1-5)
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Period 16: Letters (Part 2)

Applying The Epistles
 All of the New Testament letters contain two essential 
elements: principle and application. The principles are the 
foundational aspects of the Christian religion. For instance, 
Romans details God’s plan to save sinful man by grace through 
faith; Hebrews extols the greatness of Jesus compared to 
the Mosaic system; 2 Peter warns against false teachers and 
shows their destruction. These principles should motivate us 
to serve God:

 » “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what 
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 
perfect.” (Romans 12:1–2)

 » “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk 
in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have 
been called,” (Ephesians 4:1)

 The application in each epistle reveals how we can serve 
God, how we can present our bodies as living sacrifices and 
walk worthy of His calling. If we will follow what God has said 
we will be “complete” and “equipped for every good work,” 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17). If we choose to reject God’s word we will 
lose His presence in our lives (2 John 9).
 This lesson will focus on two main areas of application: 
the proper view of immorality and the proper way to treat each 
other. You are asked to write an essay on one of these areas 
of application. Either your teacher will assign one of these to 
you, or you will choose the one you want to focus on. Be ready 
to share what you learn with the class.
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How should we view immorality?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

 Using some (or all) of the given passages, write an essay that deals with how a 
Christian should view immorality. Incorporate answers to these questions in your es-
say:

1. What are some of the behaviors that God considers wrong (immoral)?
2. How does God want us to view these things?
3. Why does God want us to view these things in this way?
4. How can we combat immorality?
5. How can you apply these things in your life? Romans 13:12-14

1 Corinthians 6:18-20
1Corinthians 10:12-13

Galatians 5:16-24
Ephesians 4:17-32
Ephesians 5:1-21

Ephesians 6:10-17
2 Timothy 2:22
James 4:4-10

1 John 2:15-17
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How should we treat each other?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

 Using some (or all) of the given passages, write an essay that deals with how a 
Christian should treat other people. Incorporate answers to these questions in your 
essay:

1. What are some things that God said we need to do for each other?
2. What are some things that God said we should not do to each other?
3. What results will come from proper treatment of each other?
4. What should motivate how we treat each other?
5. How can you apply these things in your life? Romans 14:13, 21

1 Corinthians 8:13
Galatians 6:1-2

Philippians 2:1-8
Colossians 3:12-14

1 Thessalonians 5:14
1 Peter 3:8-12
1 John 3:14-18
1 John 4:7-11



102     Periods of Bible History

An Invitation 
 Very early in the Bible story we saw how sin resulted in man losing his fellowship 
with God and access to the tree of life (Genesis 3). Significantly, the Bible concludes 
by showing that those in Christ will have their fellowship with God restored in heaven, 
access to the tree of life is granted again (Revelation 22:1-5). The entire story of the Bi-
ble reveals how in Christ, man can regain what was once lost through sin. We conclude 
with a simple invitation: have you taken advantage of Jesus’ sacrifice? Have your sins 
been washed away? “He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but 
he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.” (Mark 16:16)

Be holy as He is holy...
 God calls for the highest standard of living among His people. The apostle Peter 
exhorts us, “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were 
yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also 
in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.’” (1 
Peter 1:14–16) This is not an easy task, but God has provided all that we need to be 
holy as He is holy!

1. God has provided the ultimate motivation to serve Him: He gave His Son to save 
us! “you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your 
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a 
lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.” (1 Peter 1:18–19)

2. He has provided His word that will make us complete (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Now, 
we must study it (2 Timothy 1:13; 2:15) and keep it (Philippians 4:9).

3. We can pray to God because He wants to help. (Philippians 4:6–7)
4. We can know that God will help us escape temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13) and 

will help us defeat Satan (Ephesians 6:10-17).
5. We can have assurance that God loves us and nothing can force our separation 

from Him! (Romans 8:37-39).
 However, even with God’s help we still stumble and sin. How can a Christian 
have sins forgiven again? Praise to God that the blood of Jesus still cleanses us! “if we 
walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we are 
deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 
1:7–9)
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Review
 Now that we’ve completed our study, can you list the 16 Periods of Bible His-
tory in chronological order? Once you have put them in their proper order, try to 
match each Scripture range (in the box on the bottom of the page) with the correct 
time period.
Order Time Period Scripture Range

Judges
Establishment & Growth Of The Church

1 Creation & Before The Flood Genesis 1-5
United Kingdom
The Patriarchs
Conquest of Canaan
Judah Alone

9 Divided Kingdom 1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 17
Years of Silence
Life of Christ
Exodus From Egypt
Letters to the Churches
Wilderness Wanderings
Return From Captivity
Babylonian Captivity
The Flood

• Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel 1-8
• Genesis 12-50
• Exodus 1 - Numbers 12
• No Scripture
• Genesis 1-5
• Joshua
• Matthew - John
• 1 Samuel 8 - 1 Kings 11

• Acts
• Genesis 6-11
• 2 Kings 18-25
• Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel
• Romans - Revelation
• Ezra - Nehemiah
• 1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 17
• Numbers 13 - Deuteronomy

Scripture Ranges
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Can you name?
What was created on each day of creation?

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3
Day 4
Day 5
Day 6

Who were the twelve sons of Jacob?

What were the 10 commandments?

The Promises of God...
1. Where do we find the first prophecy of Jesus? ____________________________
2. List the three promises that God made to Abraham:

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

3. Where do we read the fulfillment of the first promise to Abraham?  
_______________________________________________________________________

4. Where do we read the fulfillment of the second promise to Abraham? 
_______________________________________________________________________

5. When was the third promise fulfilled? ____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
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Who am I?
Match these descriptions with the names below:

Name Description
Led the third return from captivity in 444 B.C. Mission 
was to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
The first king of the northern kingdom of Israel. God 
promised to establish his kingdom if he was faithful, 
but he departed from God and built two golden calves.
Left his country to go to a land that God would show 
him.
Led the people of Israel as they conquered the land of 
Canaan
The first son of Abraham, but he was not the son of 
promise.
Apostle who wrote at least 13 of the New Testament 
letters

Built a temple for God in Jerusalem

Prophet who witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem in 
586 B.C.

“Elijah” who prepared the way for Jesus

Was reigning as king when the kingdom divided.

A man after God’s own heart.

The last Judge of Israel. The people asked him to ap-
point a king to rule over them.

Ishmael
Paul

Jeroboam
Jeremiah

Samuel
Rehoboam

David
Joshua

John the Baptist

Solomon
Nehemiah
Abraham
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Can You Name The Books Of The Bible?

Old Testament 17 34 50

1 18 35 51

2 19 36 52

3 20 37 53

4 21 38 54

5 22 39 55

6 23 New Testament 56

7 24 40 57

8 25 41 58

9 26 42 59

10 27 43 60

11 28 44 61

12 29 45 62

13 30 46 63

14 31 47 64

15 32 48 65

16 33 49 66


