
At War With  

The Dragon 
Revelation 12-13 

Intro: As I mentioned at the end of our last lesson, it's best to think of Revelation as 
cycles, rather than each chapter continuing the thought of previous ones. It seems 
best to look at chapter 4-11 as a cycle that showed how God's people were 
persecuted, but God would ultimately vindicate them. Chapter 12 begins another 
cycle, focusing on the same events, but from a different perspective. I find these 
quotes from Robert Harkrider to be helpful:	

• “In order to understand the Revelation, one should read it without linking each 
chapter in a chronological order.  Instead, it should be read with the 
understanding that the pageantry recapitulates earlier visions, thereby 
deepening one’s insight.”	

• “Several questions remain unanswered.  What are the underlying reasons for 
this hostility toward the church and the persecution of the saints?  From 
whence comes the power motivating the persecutors?”	

Recall that in 11.2-3 the holy city (i.e. God's people) were being tread under foot by 
the nations for 42 months while at the same time God's witnesses were proclaiming 
His message (1260 days = 42 months). Now skip ahead to 12.6, 14; 13.5 and you 
see that the same time frame is being utilized (1260 days, 3.5 years and 42 months). 
What is occuring in this cycle is the curtain is being pulled back showing the greater 
spiritual conflict that was occurring. 
 
The Participants 
1. We are first introduced to a woman clothed with the sun, moon and stars, 

indicating her affinity to God. Her identification can be tricky, but it seems best 
to identify her as representing God's people both before Christ and after, the true 
spiritual Israel. 
a. The Son comes from her. While some might be tempted to identify her as 

Mary, the identification fits better with God's people because the woman 
plays a role both before and after the Son's birth. 

b. After the Son is born, the woman is both protected by God and persecuted by 
the Red Dragon. This occurs for 1260 days / 3.5 years, the same amount of 



time that the holy city was being trampled by the nations (see 12.6, 14; cf. 
11.2). 

2. We are next introduced to the Red Dragon (12.3-4). His identification as Satan is 
pretty simple to make. 
a. He is identified as the devil and Satan in 12.9. 
b. His description indicates furious nature (dragon), murderous intent (red), but 

also the fact that he possesses great power (7 heads, 10 horns and 7 diadems). 
c. Some speculation over what vs. 4 symbolizes. Some believe this references 

fallen angels (2Peter 2.4). However, it may indicate how he had persecuted 
God's people or just an indication of his power. 

3. The Son (12.5). Clearly referencing Jesus. 
a. Both came from God's people and saved God's people (see 12.11). 
b. Born to rule over all nations (see Psalm 2.7-9). 
c. Even though persecuted by the Dragon, ascended victoriously (see 1Cor. 

15.1-4; Eph. 1.20-23; Daniel 7.13-14).  
4. Michael (12.7-9) 

a. Archangel representing the forces of God that both protect His people and 
battle Satan. 

b. See Jude 9; Daniel 10.21; 12.1.  
5. The Beast from the Sea (13.1-10) 

a. Imagery taken from Daniel 7 where 4 beasts representing 4 kingdoms rose 
from the sea. In this vision the likeness of the 4 beasts are combined into 1 
beast. 

b. Thus, it would seem that this beast represents the world empire at that time: 
Rome. Satan would use this beast/empire to persecute God's people (see 11.7) 

c. Note that this beast derives his power from the Dragon. Hence, as God's 
people were being persecuted by Rome they would know that Satan was the 
real culprit. Note also that this beast is permitted to blaspheme God and all 
that is holy for a period of 42 months(13.5), the same amount of time that the 
holy city was being trampled in 11.2. 

d. Many questions are asked about the meaning of vs. 3. Some want to identify 
this as a particular Emperor: either Nero or Domitian. However, since the 
beast could represent any empire used by Satan, the idea is probably, “When 
an empire receives a mortal wound, it is defeated and disappears, but the 
beast is not destroyed.” (Robert Harkrider). The Greeks once persecuted 
God's people, but they were defeated. However the beast was not destroyed, 
but was resurrected in the form of the Roman empire. 

6. The beast from the earth (13.11-18) 
a. Will be later identified as "the false prophet" in 16.13; 19.20; 20.10. 
b. Many commentators see this beast as representing the cult of emperor 



 worship. I agree with this identification. 
c. Note that the beast has a deceptive appearance (vs. 11; cf. Matt. 7.15). False 

worship is usually presented in this way. 
d. He shares authority with the first beast and causes others to worship the first 

beast (vs. 12) 
e. He tricks the world into worshipping the first beast (vss. 13-14). Roman 

Caesars typically boasted of their triumphs as the basis for their deity or the 
deity of their predecessors. 

f. He exercised great authority over mankind, even dictating economic 
privileges. 

The Interpretation 
1. Satan sought to prevent the coming of the Christ into this world (12.1-4). Satan 

has always been trying to prevent the coming of Christ: 
a. Cain slaying Abel, Gen. 4. 
b. World at the time of Noah, Gen. 6:1-8. 
c. Esau wishing to kill Jacob, Gen. 27:41f. 
d. Saul trying to kill David. 
e. The massacre by Athalia, II Kings 11. 
f. When Christ was born, Satan tried to destroy Him before His work could be 

accomplished, Matt. 2. 
2. However, God's plan would be accomplished (12.5-12). The Son ascended and 

Satan was cast down. God and His people are victorious! 
a. “The devil’s role as the adversary continues, but by virtue of the death of 

Christ his accusations against the righteous will not succeed.  This is not the 
story of the devil’s origin, for he had existed long before the birth of Christ 
and the events revealed here.  This vision depicts the climax b/w the forces of 
righteousness and evil, as demonstrated in the heavenly battle that took place 
at the death of Christ,” (Harkrider). 

3. Satan may have been defeated with Christ's death, but he was not finished warring 
against God's people.(12.13-17). God nourished and protected the woman 
(spiritual Israel), but Satan would continue to make war with her children. 

4. Satan would use the combination of Roman might and Emperor worship to 
combat the saints (chapter 13). 
a. The Roman Empire would blaspheme God and war against His people, 

overcoming many of them. It would seem that this beast was the master of the 
world, but God's people could know that this beast was ultimately destined 
for destruction (13.10; Daniel 9.27.) 

b. One of the main causes of persecution was the saints refusal to worship the 
Emperor or the Empire. In refusing this mark (13.18) Christians would suffer 
economic hardship (13.16-17) and even death (13.7).  



 


