
Trumpets of Judgment 
Revelation 8-9 

Intro John was granted the privilege of beholding the great throne of God, to 
witness the praise that surrounds His glory (chapter 4). Initially none were found 
worthy to open the scroll in the Lord’s hand, that is until the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah came forward (chapter 5). He proceeded to unseal the scroll which revealed 
what had transpired with God’s people. The first 4 seals revealed the course of the 
gospel with the persecution that followed. The key to our understanding is found in 
the 5th seal when we see the souls of the martyrs petitioning God to avenge them. 
The 6th seal showed that God would respond and when He did, none would be able 
to stand against Him. Chapter 6 ended with the question, “the great day of their 
wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” That question is answered in chapter 7 
as God’s people on earth are sealed and we see the great multitude in heaven that 
have already overcome. Those with the Lord are safe! Chapter 8 begins with the last 
seal being broken and seven trumpets being given to seven angels. God was about 
to respond, God was bringing forth His judgment! 
 
Keys To Understanding The Trumpets 
1. The judgments found in these chapters are partial, not complete. 

a. In the prophets God’s judgments were often preceded by a trumpet blast 
(Ezekiel 33.3; Joel 2.1f).  Unsurprisingly, the same imagery is used for the 
Last Judgment at the end of this world (1Cor. 15.52; 1Thess. 4.16). However, 
while many see the images of these trumpets as being associated with The 
Judgment, the text makes clear that these judgments were partial, not the 
complete judgment of man. 

b. Trumpets 1,2,3,4 and 6 all afflict 1/3 of their targets: the earth, the sea, the 
waters, the sky and finally mankind. The locusts depicted when the 5th 
trumpet blew would affect all men not sealed by God (9.4), but would do so 
for only 5 months, i.e. a limited period of time (9.5). 

2. God is answering the prayers of His people. 
a. Recall that the martyrs had cried out to the Lord, “ How long, O Lord, holy 

and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who 



dwell on the earth?” (6.10) These trumpets seem to be in response to those 
cries. 

b. Before the first trumpet is sounded we see an angel offering incense on the 
altar which was added “to the prayers of all the saints” (8.3). These prayers 
and the incense “went up before God” (8.4). 

c. This may help explain why this section contains imagery from the Exodus 
(compare the 1st Trumpet with Exodus 9.13-35; the 2nd Trumpet with Exodus 
7.20-21; the 3rd Trumpet with Exodus 15.23-25; the 4th Trumpet with Exodus 
10.21-23; the 5th Trumpet with Exodus 10.1ff). Pharaoh had oppressed God’s 
people and they had called out to Him for deliverance (Exodus 2.23). God 
answered by bringing His judgments on the Egyptians (Exodus 12.12). 

d. The situation in John’s day was very similar. God’s people were afflicted and 
in their affliction they had cried out to Him. Now God would answer by 
bringing His judgments on those who afflicted His people. 

3. God is giving man one more chance to repent. 
a. We know this is the purpose of the first six trumpets because what is said in 

Revelation 9.20-21. God had executed 6 forms of judgment, yet man would 
not repent of his idolatry and his iniquity. 

b. God had given the world one more chance to repent, but they would not take 
advantage of His mercy! 

 
The First Six Trumpets 
1. Understanding that the events heralded by these trumpets do not represent the 

Last Judgment, we will now look at the meaning of these signs. While I believe 
the material presented to be accurate, I also recognize that my interpretation of 
each sign may not be exactly what God intended. However, what’s truly 
important is grasping the overall message that these trumpets represent God’s 
answer to the petitions of His people and that His judgments were intended to 
give man an opportunity to repent. 

2. The first four trumpets: natural disasters (Revelation 8.7-13) 
a.Each trumpet heralded the destruction of 1/3 of the created universe: the earh, 

sea, waters and sky. 
b. We must remember that this is highly symbolic, so we should not look for a 

time in history when 1/3 of the sea became blood, etc. I take these to represent 
natural disasters such as fires, floods, earthquakes, etc. that while not affecting 
the entire world, would have far reaching consequences, but should cause 
man to look toward God. 

c.A little information regarding “Wormwood” may be helpful. In the OT, 
wormwood was associated with suffering as a result of wickedness (see 
Jeremiah 9.15; 23.15; Lamentations 3.19). Also, we may remember that in 
Israel’s journey out of Egypt the Lord caused bitter waters to become sweet 



 (Exodus 15.23-25). Now, we see the opposite occurring. God is seeking man’s 
repentance and he causes the sweet waters to become bitter so that man will 
see his need for the Lord. 

d. While these natural disasters are devastating, they are but a prelude to worse! 
(Revelation 8.13). 

3. The fifth trumpet: the consequences of sin (Revelation 9.1-12) 
a.This may be the most difficult of the trumpets to interpret, and one reading of 

the passage is sufficient to understand that many wild and fanciful theories 
abound about the text. In my mind, the following interpretation makes the 
most sense. 

b. We must first identify “the star from heaven which had fallen to the earth”. 
i. He is given the key to the bottomless pit (vs. 1). This is not hell, but a place 

where great evil is contained. (See Luke 8.31). 
ii. He is king over the locusts that ascend out of the abyss (vs. 11). 
iii. His name is destruction (Abaddon) and destroyer (Apollyon). 
iv. From this information, the most likely identification is Satan. He has been 

cast down, but still rules over the forces of evil. His intent is destruction. 
c.If I am correct in identifying Satan as the king of the abyss, then the locusts that 

proceed from the abyss would be identified with sin and its consequences. 
i. Consider that they are preceded by a great smoke that darkens. “The light 

of truth which directs men’s lives and guides them in the right way, giving 
peace to the soul, is darkened by the deceptions and delusions set loose by 
Satan,” (Hailey). 

ii. Consider also that they target only those not sealed by God. It is the world 
that is experiencing the disasters inflicted by sin. 

iii. The pain and torment of these creatures would be a fitting representation of 
the many terrible consequences man experiences when he will not follow 
God’s way. 

d. While God allows Satan to inflict these torments on man, we must remember 
that God has a purpose in this. His hope is that as man experiences the 
torment of sin, he will repent of his sin and seek redemption.  

4. The sixth trumpet: invading armies (Revelation 9.13-19) 
a.In the Old Testament, the Euphrates River was associated with invading armies. 

“The Euphrates was associated with the region from which came the chief 
enemies of Israel during the Old Testament era (e.g., Assyria and Babylon). 
God can use wicked powers to carry out his purpose in the earth (cf. Jer. 25.9-
12; Hab. 1)” (Wayne Jackson) 

b. Some identify this sign as the Parthians who would invade the Roman Empire 
from this region. However, it seems best to see this as the horrors of warfare 
that would plague Rome over the coming years. 

c.One note regarding the literal interpretation of Revelation. Some believe that in 
a literal battle of Armageddon, there will be an army of 200 million (9.16). 
However, such a force would be 1 mile wide and 85 miles long, too large for 



 

any battle field much less Megiddo in the Jezreel Valley. 
 
God’s Judgments, Tragedies & Our Repentance 
1. We have covered 6 trumpets, 1 woe remains. However, let us not forget God’s 

purpose in unleashing these judgments upon the world: to bring about their 
repentance (9.20-21)! 

2. I do not subscribe to the notion that every calamity is some form of punishment 
that God has unleashed on man. That God does bring about temporal judgments 
on mankind is evident from this passage and a host of others. However, it is also 
true many tragedies in this life are the result of man’s iniquity or simple 
misfortune. 

3. But there is a lesson in all of these events, whether they be God’s judgments or 
“bad luck”. We should look at the uncertainty of life and recognize our need for 
God. We should look at both judgments and tragedies as calls to repentance 
(Luke 13.1-3).  


