
What Is Grace? (Part 5) 
 The tragedy of the religious climate in our times is that God’s grace is both 
misunderstood and under-appreciated. Misunderstood by some who would think that a 
gracious God demands little or nothing from them. Under-appreciated by some who forget 
that salvation is the Lord’s doing, and not man’s. Grace has been cheapened by both failures, 
but when the Bible is studied our appreciation for God’s grace should be enhanced and 
strengthened.  
 We began examining grace by looking at how it is described in John 3.16. Now we 
want so spend some time considering the cost of God’s grace. To do so we will return to John 
3, paying attention to the verses immediately preceding vs. 16. 

What grace costs God 
1. The Serpent & The Son (John 3.14-15; cf. Numbers 21:4-9). 

a. The problem = sin! (Numbers 21.5; John 3.19) 
b. The consequence = death! (Numbers 21.6; John 3.16) 
c. The solution = lift up! (Numbers 21.9; John 3.14)  

1. “Serpent brought death; its likeness brought life (Numbers 21.9). Man brought 
death; his likeness brings salvation (Romans 8.3).” (Rick Duggin). 

2. Both salvations came from God. God instructed Moses to raise the bronze serpent, 
God gave His Son to be lifted up! 

2. But why must He be lifted up? 
a. No doubt that in John 3.14 Jesus was speaking of His crucifixion (cf. 8.28; 12.32). 
b. But why must He suffer such a horrible death? Why must it be crucifixion? Why 

couldn’t Jesus die a less severe death like beheading, sickness or even pass away in 
His sleep? 

c. To answer this we must return to beginning of the Bible. The punishment for man’s sin 
was death, i.e. separation from holy God (Gen. 2.17; 3.24). The natural result of that 
separation was every manner of suffering and ultimately physical death (3.16-19). 

d. So, for Jesus to take our place He must not only die, He must suffer like none other! 
1. The suffering of our redeemer was first indicated in Gen. 3.15. It was elaborated on 

in passages such as Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53. 
2. Jesus’ suffering began as He left the glories of heaven to live on earth as a man, 

subject to every trial and temptation we face (Phil. 2.7; Heb. 4.15). 
e. His suffering culminated with His death: 

1. Emotionally distressed and sorrowful (Mark 14.33-36). 
2. Abandoned by friends (Mark 14.50). 
3. Unjustly tried (Mark 14.53-63; 15.1-14). 
4. Physically abused (Mark 14.65; 15.15-20). 
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5. Crucified (Mark 15.22-24). 
6. Mocked (Mark 15.29-32). 
7. Forsaken (Mark 15.34). 

3. Now maybe we can begin to comprehend how costly grace is! 
a. God “gave” His Son to suffer like none other! (John 3.16) 

1. The Son that was in His bosom (John 1.18). 
2. The One in whom He was well pleased (Matthew 17.5). 
3. He truly is the “God of all grace”! (1Peter 5.10) 

b. Jesus willingly gave His life, He laid it down (John 10.17-18). 
1. If He were forced to give His life it would have been injustice. The fact that He 

willingly gave it makes it a gift, makes it grace! 
2. Karl Barth was a Swiss theologian best known for his Dogmatics, theological 

volumes containing more than 6 million words. “In 1962, Barth visited the USA, 
lecturing at Princeton Theological Seminary and the University of Chicago. 
According to church lore, during his trip he was asked to summarize the 
theological meaning of the millions of words in the Church Dogmatics. Barth 
thought for a moment and said: “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me 
so.” ( http://www.gci.org/history/barth) 

c. When the cost of God’s grace is properly considered… 
1. We will cease to under-appreciate it. We will recognize that there is no room for 

self-righteousness, that our justification could only come through the grace of God 
(Rom. 3.23-24). We will be comfortable in boldly proclaiming the grace of God that 
saved me, and can save others. 

2. We won’t misunderstand God’s demands on us. Far from being permissive, we will 
recognize that grace “instructs us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to 
live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,” (Titus 2.11-12). Grace won’t 
be an excuse for sinful behavior, grace will be the reason we loathe sin. 

What grace costs me… 
1. Some recoil at the idea of grace costing anything, after all according to passages such as 

Romans 6.23, it’s a “free gift”. 
2. While God sending His Son was certainly a free gift, John 3.16 clearly shows that 

receiving the benefits of that gift requires something: our faith. 
3. And to have faith in God and Jesus costs everything! 

a. Leaving tradition and firmly held beliefs in order to follow God’s will (John 5.46-47). 
b. Dedicating ourselves to follow His word, yes to obey His word (John 8.31-32; 3.36). 
c. Staying true to the Lord in spite of earthly consequences (John 9.35-38; contrast 

12.42-43). 
d. Hearing Him and doing what He says (John 12.44-50). 

4. I fear some have strengthened the grace of God by weakening faith. But when the Bible 
speaks of faith it’s not speaking of some weak mental ascent, it’s speaking of someone 
who trusts in God so much for their salvation that they’ll do anything and everything He 
says. 
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5. In his work “The Cost of Discipleship” Dietrich Bonhoeffer provides these contrasts 
between cheap grace and costly grace:  
a. cheap grace: “The essence of grace, we suppose, is that the account has been paid in 

advance; and, because it has been paid, everything can be had for nothing. Since the 
cost was infinite, the possibilities of using and spending it are infinite. What would 
grace be if it were not cheap?... Cheap grace means the justification of sin without the 
justification of the sinner. Grace alone does everything, they say, and so everything 
can remain as it was before.”  

b. costly grace: “grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it 
calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace 
because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns sin, and 
grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life 
of His Son, and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it is grace 
because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but delivered 
him up for us.”


