
What Is The Christians Relationship To Government? (Part 1) 
 Christians are members of the spiritual Kingdom of our Lord (John 18.36; Col. 1.13). 
As such, the church serves a spiritual purpose 1Peter 2.5) and is greater than all kingdoms of 
this world (cf. Isaiah 2:2-3; Daniel 2:44). Yet, Christians still live in the world and are placed 
under the rule of men. Throughout history, many who profess to be Christians have struggled 
with this dual relationship. In this lesson we want to look at 3 dangers the Christian must avoid 
in considering his relationship to government 

Danger 1: Dishonoring Our Leaders 
1. The government’s relationship to God (vss. 1,4). 

a. Two principles need to be kept in mind: 
1. Every government exists by the will of God (vs. 1). 
2. Governments exist for the good of God’s creation (vs. 4). 

b. Some reason that if a government has left God, then Christians are no longer subject 
to that government. Such reasoning infringes on the prerogative of God. 
1. Israel was a “theocracy” (Deut. 17.14-20). Israel was destroyed because she 

rejected God (2Chron. 36.11-16). 
2. Other nations in the Old Testament were destroyed because they would not 

acknowledge and fear Jehovah (Daniel 4.28-32; ch. 5). 
3. Rome was not an Empire that feared and worshipped Jehovah. 

1. Through much of her early history, Rome consulted the prophecies of Sibyl in 
times of distress. 

2. A Pantheon of gods were worshipped and Julius Caesar ushered in the era of 
emperor worship. 

3. Nero, who was ruling even as Paul penned Romans, would begin a great 
persecution against Christians in A.D. 64. 

4. Rome would be judged (Revelation 18.5). 
c. What about the United States? 

1. Founded upon a reliance on God: “One nation, under God...” “In God we trust.” 
2. Yet, abortion, same-sex marriage, state sponsored gambling, pornography 

protected by freedom of speech, etc. are against the will of God. 
3. What is a Christian to do? 

2. God’s will for the Christian 
a. Be subject to the governing authorities (vs. 1). 

1. Comes from recognizing that the government exists by the authority of God. As 
seen above, that does not necessarily mean that God is pleased with any particular 
government, but they have authority from Him to rule. He will dispose of them as 
He sees fit. 
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2. So, if we resist the authority of the government, we resist God (vs. 2). 
b. Being in subjection to the government requires us to see the good in them (vss. 3-4). 

1. Rome may have been far from God, but one needn’t look far to see how the 
empire profited Christians. 
1. Part of the “fullness of time” (Galatians 4.4). 
2. Note how Roman law aided Paul (Acts 19.35-41; 21.31-32; etc). 

2. We should not doubt the providence of God in the U.S. The “freedom of speech” 
that is used to protect sins such as pornography also guarantees our ability to 
proclaim the gospel. 

3. Ridicule and rebellion to the government may make it harder for us to accomplish 
the will of Christ. 

c. We must submit in all things in order to please God (vss. 5-7). 
1. Submission not only to avoid the “sword” of government, but to live in good 

conscience before God. 
2. The things that are “due” in vs. 7 are due but because God says they are. Not up to 

us. 
3. The peculiarities of democracy (constitutional republic) 

a. The equality of all and the absence of nobility 
1. “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 

equal…” (Declaration of Independence) 
2. In regards to history, we have a peculiar form of government where those in power 

can come from any segment of society. 
3. The temptation is for us to see those who rule over us as being no different than 

we are. 
4. Thus, we reason, “why shouldn’t they be subject to ridicule and scorn?” 
5. Because they rule by the will of God (vs. 1) and are due honor (vs. 7). 

b. The ability to participate in government 
1. The Roman Emperor was not elected. He was either born to be emperor or 

usurped the power from another. Provincial governors were not elected, but 
appointed directly by the emperor. 

2. Again, our form of government is historically peculiar. “government of the people, 
by the people, for the people.” (Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address) 

3. We have the ability to change our government by the power of the vote. Carries 
responsibility to examine and be active, to try and insure Godly principles. 

4. While we may have the power to elect, this is no excuse to ridicule those who 
currently rule over us. They are due honor now. 

Danger 2: Putting Our Trust In Princes 
1. We participate in elections because we are believe that much is on the line. We vote for a 

candidate in the hopes that the economy will improve, national security will be strong, 
righteous judges will be appointed, etc. 

2. Candidates for office promise that they have the answers in all of these areas, that they 
can and will provide for our prosperity and safety. 



3. While each of us will vote for the candidate we believe will do the best job in leading the 
country, we need to seriously consider how much stock we put in any candidate. 

4. Because the problems of our day (economic, crime, abortion, drugs, Islamic terrorism) will 
not be solved by men, by government policies. They will only be solved when men 
submit to the authority of the true King (Psalm 2) and submit to His will (Micah 6.8). 

5. Don’t put your trust in princes! (Psalm 118.9; 146.3) 

Danger 3: Putting Politics Before Brotherhood 
1. Members of either major political party are vehemently opposed to the policies of the 

other party, and often demonize members of the other party. 
a. “Democrats are baby killers” 
b. “Republicans don’t care for the poor” 

2. Is it necessary for Christians to do the same? 
a. Republicans may argue that moral reasons (abortion, same-sex marriage) would 

prohibit them from voting for a Democrat. 
b. However, Democrats may also claim moral reasons for supporting their candidates: 

social equality (i.e. civil rights movement), care and concern for the poor and 
underprivileged (in the form of health care, welfare, etc.).  

c. So, while it may be hard for us to understand how/why a Christian would vote for the 
other party, we must understand that our political preferences are shaped by a wide 
variety of factors including: economic status, race, gender and family. 

d. And we needn’t assume that others support the worst elements of their party. 
3. Matthew and Simon can coexist as fellow disciples (Mark 3.16-19). 

a. Matthew had worked as a tax collector, a Jew who was in league with the Romans, the 
oppressors of his people. 

b. Simon had been a zealot, a Jew who hated Romans so much that he would have 
sought to assassinate any official he could. 

c. But in Christ, they were both disciples. And their brotherhood in Christ would have 
been put ahead of their political affiliations. 


