
Why do we do what we do? (Part 4) 
The church and money 
 As disciples of Christ we follow in His footsteps, aiming to keep all of His 
commandments (Matthew 28.20). As part of His church we submit to Him (Ephesians 5.24), 
having it as our aim to always please Him (2Corinthians 5.9). So, when it comes to identifying 
what we should do in the work and worship of the church, all we can do is find all the 
passages that give instruction or show us an approved example. When we “bind” ourselves 
to those things we can know that we are pleasing to Him.  
 That concept of authority must also be applied to how the church handles money. 
Churches and money is often time treated as a dirty subject, or at best a necessary evil. And 
while it is certainly the case that many “churches” exist only as money making schemes 
(here’s looking at you, Joel Osteen), a church’s use of money is Scriptural and intended to be 
a blessing. Let’s see what the Scriptures have to say. 
How the church raises funds 
1. The ONLY means of raising money is for saints to contribute freely: 

a. Exemplified in the poor widow (Luke 21.1-4) 
b. How the church took care it’s needy from the beginning (Acts 2.44-45; 4.32-37) 
c. How the church raised funds for the needy saints in other places (Acts 11.27-30; 

2Corinthians 9.6-7). 
d. There is no evidence of raising money by book sales, day care, bake sales, car 

washes, etc. 
2. We also know that the 1st day of the week is an authorized time for saints to contribute 

their freewill offerings (1Corinthians 16.1-2) 
3. We give on the 1st day of the week, not because it was commanded for us to do, but 

because there are needs to meet! 
a.  Cannot say that 1Cor. 16.1-2 is an authoritative command that is binding on all 

churches for all time. The context is clearly of a collection to address a specific need: 
the poor saints of Judea. (See Acts 24.17; Romans 15.25-27; 2Cor 8 - 9.) 

b.  However, the text is still important for our establishing our practices today. 
i. Giving a principle that goes all the way back to the beginning of the church, Acts 

2.44-45; 4.34-35. 
ii. The church has collective opportunities/responsibilities in evangelism and 

benevolence. 
a)  Benevolence: Acts 4.34-35; 6.1; 11.27-30; 1Tim 5.9; etc. 
b) Preaching: 1Cor. 9.8-14; 2Cor 11.8; Phil. 1.5; 4.15-16. 

iii. Hence, there is a need for congregations to pool resources and funds, cf. Acts 
4.34-35. 

iv. This passage provides the means for how this should be done. 
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c.  Hence, the passage is authoritative. Not that the command must be obeyed because 
Paul said it, but because Christians devoted to doing God's work will abide by God 
approved principles. 

How the church uses its funds 
1. Funds are used so the church can carry out its necessary work. 

a. As the church is involved in the important work of evangelism (cf. 1Timothy 3.15), we 
see the churches of the New Testament involved in supporting evangelists (1Cor. 
9.8-14; 2Cor. 11.8; Phil. 1.5; 4.15-16). We apply this principle to any evangelistic 
endeavor (advertising, Bible study materials, etc.) 

b. We know that the New Testament church was involved in seeing to the needs of 
saints both locally (Acts 4.34-35) and in other places (Acts 11.27-30). 

c. We know that the church met for the purpose of worship and edification (Hebrews 
10.24-25). Thus, we use raised funds to provide a suitable place for us to meet for 
these purposes. 

2. The Scriptures make a distinction between individual and congregational responsibility. 
a. Individually Christians are to provide for their own families (1Timothy 5.16), to help 

widows and orphans (James 1.27) and to do good to all men (Galatians 6.10) 
b. Collectively, we know churches provided for needy saints (Acts 2.44-45; 4.34-35; 

11.27-30). 
3. Funds are used on the local church level 

a. Churches sent support directly to evangelists (Philippians 1.5; 4.15-16) 
b. Churches sent benevolence directly to the local congregations in need (Acts 

11.27-30). 
Some Issues 
1. Need to be careful in how we define the “work of the church” 

a. We sometimes say that it’s not the work of the church to provide general 
benevolence to non Christians. This is true in the sense that we have the example of 
churches only providing benevolence to needy saints (See above). 

b. However, it is the work of the church to help saints reach completion (see Eph. 
4.12-16). Part of that completion is that each saint learns to be charitable to all 
(Galatians 6.10; Ephesians 4.28; 1Timothy 6.17). 

c. So, in this sense the church has a great interest in general benevolence. Each saint is 
to be more and more like Jesus in our willingness to give of ourselves to all. 

2. We must be wise in how we use the Lord’s money 
a. Paul was concerned with how the Lord’s money was handled (see 2Corinthians 

8.18-24) 
b. What follows is strictly the opinion of the author. But I believe this relevant to many 

discussions regarding churches and money. 
i. Look at the financial documents of almost any congregation and the largest 

expenses are 1) church buildings and 2) evangelists. 
ii. I believe these things are both authorized and helpful (I understand I have great 

interest in these matters) 



i. Fully supported evangelists can devote themselves completely to the work of 
teaching and spreading the gospel. 

ii. Church buildings provide a place for saints to worship and a visible way for the 
community to find the church. 

c. However, I also understand that the way we spend money on these things can 
provide problems. 
i. If our building expenses make us unable to provide for the needy among us, 

that is a problem. 
ii. If men seek positions as evangelists because of the pay, or choose where they 

will labor based on the pay, then that is a problem. 
d. So, we must constantly evaluate how the Lord’s money is used. I cannot know how 

church buildings will look in the future, or even if most congregations will choose 
to build a building, rent a space or meet in homes. The ONLY matter of 
importance is that saints continue to rely on the Scriptures to see how the Lord’s 
money should be used.


