
Why do we do what we do? (Part 2) 

What it means to obey the commands of Jesus 
 As we’ve already seen, Christians recognize that they are to live under the authority of 
Jesus. After all, He has been granted all authority (Matthew 28.18). Thus, we are to obey His 
commands (Matthew 28.20; John 14.15), submit to Him (Ephesians 5.24) and make it our 
aim to please Him (2Corinthians 5.9). But which commands are we supposed to obey? 
 Some are guilty of the red-letter fallacy. What’s the red-letter fallacy you ask? Chances 
are your Bible has the words of Jesus in red. That is called a red-letter edition of the Bible, 
one that emphasizes the words of Christ. When it comes to authority, the red-letter fallacy is 
when we treat the words Jesus uttered in the gospels (the red-lettered words) as being more 
authoritative than the rest. That is, if Jesus talked about something then it must have been 
really important, and if He didn’t, then it really doesn’t matter. So, since Jesus never 
condemned homosexuality, then it must not be sinful; since He never talked about how 
worship was to be conducted in the church, then it must not really matter. But Scripture will 
show that this is a fallacy. 

The authority of the apostles 
1. The importance of the promised Spirit 

a. He would remind the apostles of all that Jesus said (John 14.26). We wouldn’t know 
any of Jesus’ teachings if the apostles didn’t receive the Spirit. 

b. He would teach the apostles (John 14.26). I.e. He would reveal the will of God to the 
apostles. 

c. As a result, they would receive all truth (John 16.13). This was vital to the church as 
the apostles would provide instruction and guidance into every aspect of the 
Christian life (see Ephesians 4.12-16) 

2. The apostles recognized the authority Jesus had given them: 
a. Peter (2Peter 1.12-21) 
b. John (1John 1.1-4) 
c. Paul (1Corinthians 2.6-13) 

i. Little wonder that Paul appealed to Jesus in many of his teachings (1Cor 7.10; 
9.14; 11.24-25) 

ii. And since Paul’s teachings came from Christ, he taught them in all the churches 
(1Cor. 4.17; 7.17; 14.34; 16.1) 

How Jesus used the apostles 
1. To reveal truth.  
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a. We know the significance of baptism because the apostles revealed it (Acts 2.38; 
Romans 6.1-7) 

b. We know as much about the resurrection as we do because the apostles revealed it 
(1Corinthians 15) 

2. To explain truth. 
a. Jesus taught the need for repentance (Luke 13.1-3). However, while on this earth He 

did not specify every sin a man need to repent of. His apostles would further explain 
this truth (1Corinthians 6.9-10) 

b. Jesus taught that worship must be in spirit and in truth (John 4.24). However, He 
revealed very little about what that worship would look like. We are dependent on the 
apostles to reveal what that looks like.


